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CHAP. I. 


C ontaining a Scriptural Deſcription of Magiſtvacy 5 alſo foewing 
that ut 15 an Ordinance of Ged, nhat kynd of Ordinance, and in 
what reſþett it is an Ordinance of Man, 


[ being the uſual method of ArchiteAs when they andertake 2 
piece of building, in the firlt place to draw in a narrow compals 
a Platform of the ſame, according to which they afterwards raiſe 
the Scrutture : | think ir not unprohtable for me to imitate them ; 
I ſhall therefore preient you with a Platform of the following work, 
I mean a Deſcription of Magiltracy, which comprehends in a few words 
thoſe ſeveral Particulars which are the ſubject of this Treatiſe. 

Magiltracy is 21 Ordinance of Go, for the right ordering of Com- 
monwealths ; whereby ſuch as are meet for Government, are lawfully 
called to ſerve God and the People therein, for his Glory and their 
Good , in the execution of Judgement, and proteCtion of thoſe com- 
mitted to their charge, and receive due Power, Honour, Tribute, and 
Obedience theretore. This D-ſcription rakes in eſpecially theſe ſeven 
Particulars; 1. Ihe Nature of Magiltracy. 2. The Endof Magi- 
Rracy. 3. The Call of Magittrates. 4. TheQoalifications, $5, 'The 
Relation of Magiſtrates, 6, The Duty. 7, The Due of Mayi- 
frates, or What is due tothem fiom the People ; which is-as much as 
I] judge neceſflary at this prelent ſeaion for the handling of this 

nr. 

I hall endeavour in the ſtrength of Ged to treat of them all diftin&< 
ly, from Scripture and :1zht Reaton, with what brevity and perſpicuity 
this weighty and knotty Wbyect, and the capacity of common Readers 
will allow, 

The Lord open my underſtanding, that I may underſtand the Scrip- 
tures Which rclate to this it; and ſo guide me by his Spinit, that 


knowing I may make known his mind concerning this great Ordinance 
of his, which hath ſo long been alfiled ; and thereby inſtru the Igno» 
zant, and convince iN: Gainiayers of thoſe Truths, which the Scaiptures 
dehver concerning the ſame, 
Firſt, Then to begin with the Nature of Magiftracy, 
Ir 1s an Ordinance ot God tor the right ordenng of Congmonmealths, 
Thx Magiltt2cy is an Ordinance of God, is ſo cRar from the abundant 
B Teſtimony 
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{ /fimony which the Scriptures give thereunto, both in the old and 
n -m;,”-mmd fo Univerſilly acknowledged by all ſober and ri- 
tional perſons, that I ſhall only, mention a few Scriptures for proof of 
it,and ſo proceed.Dexr, 16.18,- Rewv.13.1, t04.—Tims 3.1,—-X Pet,2, 
I;, and 14. | 

Quett. Bat the Queſtion will be, what kind of Ordinance this is ? for we 
$rad of ſeveral ſorts of God's Ordinances ; Ordinances of the Paſſeover, 
Numb.9.12, Ordinances of the Houſe of God, Ezek. 44.5. Ordinances of 
D:vine Service, Heb.9.1. Ordinances of Juſtice, T\a.58.2, 

- Anſw, It is an Ordinance of Juſtice or Riyhteovineſs inſtituted by 
God, for the execution thereof, that Commonw-alihs may be ordered 
in 2a juſt and righteous manner. 

God is the God of Order, and as he delights therein, ſo hath he ap- 
painted Qrdet for all his Creatures, but eſpecially for Man ; Order for 
every one as conhdered apart; order for Societies of men, and thoſe of , 
ſeveral ſorts, Which I thall not here enumerate. There are policick or 
civil Socizries,and in theſe men, as men, joyn together to live by Rules 
of common Right, for civil Comfort and Security. There are Societies 
Ecclehaltical ; in theſe men, as Saints, joyn together to live by Rules of 
Goſpel-Order, for the Glory of God, and mutual edification in Faith, 
and Holineſs. The former are uſually termed Commonwealths, the 
latter Church:s ; which as they difter in name, ſoallo in nature, as is 
binted above, having different Subje&s, Laws,Governours, Dutics and 
Ends. : 

The latter ſort of Societies fall not under preſent conſideration, be- 
cauſe Magiſtracy 1s an Ordinance inſtituted for all mankind ; and Ma- 
giſtzates have the care of men, as men, committed to their charge , 
2 Sam.23.3. as isalſo clear by this, that Heathen Magiſtrates, if righ- 
teous, are true Magiſtrates ; although 1 deny not, but Sain's, as men, 
are bound to ſubmut to this great Ordinance as well 2s others; and as 
they are members of civil Communities, ate obliged by thoſe Rules 
of common 1ight which other members are, 

Politick or civil Societies, uſually termed Commonwealths, are the 
proper Objeas of this Ordinance ; Which, as they cannot ſublift with- 
out Order and Government, ſo according to their various inclinations 
and occaſions, conſtitute Governours over them, according to thoſe 
ſeveral forms and manners of Government which ſeveral Nations de« 
light in : And thus the very ſavage [adians and Americans themſelves, 
live in ſome meaſure of obzdience unto this great Ordinance of God; 
th: Light of, Nature convincing them, that Government is neceſſary to 
thzic well-being ; Qtewing hereby the work of the Law written - cheir 
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hearts ; #8 the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Row, 2.15. for this Ordinance of Ma- 
giftracy, is"a branch of that Law, as you may ſee, Pene.16.rÞ, a 
many other places, But alchough.Magiltracy, in the general, be an Or- 
dinance of God, yet.as-to the (everal kinds and manners of it, is an 
Q. dinance or Conſtitution of man, Cod having left men to their liber- 
ty, to Make choice of this or that manner of Government, which in the 
belt of their underltanding, ſ:zems moſt conducible to his Glory, and* + 
their own tecurity ; for God hath not left men to an abſolute liberty, to 
chufe what Government they pleaſe, without reſpect to the ends of Go- 
vernment; but all Nations and P-ople are obliged by the-Law of Na 
ture, ieriouſly to conſult and wiſely to conſider, What form of Govern- 
ment is molt expedient for them, and bett correſponding with the Ends 
of Government, and to chuſe that, 

Now, What-ever righteous form of Government a Nation chuſes, 
may in that ſenſe be called their Ordinance or Contiitution ; and yet as 
it 15 grounded upon the Law of God, it is Go4's Ordinance alſo, and 
obligerh all that live under it to ſubjeRion, 

And this is the true meaning of that place, 1 Pet,2,13, to 16, Sub- 
mit your ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lord's ſakg : it is not 
meant (as the wicked Antichriltian-Prelates would perſwade the Peg. 
ple to believe ) every Law of man, good or bad, righteous or unrighte- 
ous ; for we know that neither Chriſt, the Prophets,or Apoſtles, would 
ſubmit to wicked (tatutes or ordinances of their Governours ; but every. 
righteous Conltitution or kind of Government, called the Ordinance of' 
man, b2cauſe God hath left men to their liberty, to chuſe what /pecies 
of Government may be molt conducible to their own good. | 

Having given you a deſcription of Maziltracy, and ſhewn you that it 
1s an Ordinance of God, what kind of Ordinance, what is the proper 
OhjeR of it, and in what ſence it is an Ordinance of man, I ſhall cloſ® 
this firſt Chapter, and in the next treat of the ſecond particularzthe End 
of Magiltracy. 
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Treating of the Ends for which this great Ordinance was inſtituted by Ood 
that uw, for his own Clory, and the People: good. Alſo ſhewing that theſe 

ſhould be the Peoples ends ” electing Gover nowr 1 5 and G overnoars ends in 
accepting and executing their Office, 


He ſecond Particular which falls under conſideration, is the End or 
Ends of this great Ordinance, The Glory of God, and good of the 
People. 
x. The Honots and Glory of God, Magiſtrates are called God's 
Miniſters, or Servants, as the Word (i2nifi-s, and is frequently render- 
ed in other places ; Kom. 12. 4. Hes the Servant of God, Now a Ser- 


vant honoureth his Meſter, Mal. 1.6; they being by thzir Office Servants 


of God, are bound in their ſeveral places to ſeek how they may honour 
and glorifie Him, Therefore David exhorteth the Mighty (or Princes 
of the Earth, as the Word often hgnifies, and the Contents of your Bi- 
bles have it) to give Gloyryro God, Pſa].,29.1, yea,repeats the Exhortati- 
on thrice together, to let us underſtand, that they in an efpecial man- 

2rare obliged to promote and advance the glory of God, Therefore 
that good King Jehoſhaphat, in that pious charge which he gives to the 
Judges, to judge faithfully, couragiouſly, impartially, and in the fear 
of God, uſes this as his argumznt to enforce the Exhortation ; For ye 
judge not for man, but for God, 2 Chron.19.6, your work 1s not to pleaſe 
men, but to honour and glonihe God, for whom ye judge : And becauſe 
Ek; had not (© careful a reivett to this end, but honoured his Sons before 
God, ſuffering them to make their own ends of God's Ordinance, the 
Leid rejected him and his poſterity ; depriving them not only of the 
Office of Cheif-Pricſt, bur Chict- Magiſtrate alto, 

El; was the chief Magitirate, and had judged the Land 4o years, 
x Sam.4.18, and the Lord had promiſed that his Houſe ſhould walk be- 
fore Him for ever ; but the meaning was upon condition, that he and 
his poſteriry honoured God in their places ; but when he neglected co 
honour God, the Lord refuſed co honour him or his polteriry, with that 
Office, 1 Sam-2,3% and denounces one of the moſt dreactul tempoe 
ral Judgments againft him and his poſterity that the Scripture 1e- 
cords, 

2, The Good of the People, Therefore the Apoſtle treating of 
blagiſtracy un 1ts Inflicurion, as ihe Ordinance of God, and of Magi- 
rates ating in conformity thereto, drawes a ſtrong argument for ſub- 

jection 
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on to them from the end i aecy; For ( fayes he) be the. ,+ 
Servant of God rgghee for good, Rom, 13.4. as if he ſhould have (aid, T 
have indeed ce ed:you to be ſubje& to Magiſtracy as it is an Ordi- 
nance of God, Wk#thewn you the danger of reſifting that Ordinance, 
or thoſe that at conformably thezeunto ; but do not miſtake me, asif 
I had no other argument to urge for your ſubjetion, than God's Sove.. 
raignty, that it is his Ordinance, and therefore you mult be ſubjeR ; 
I tell you one end for which God inſtituted this Ordinance, was yowr 
Good ; he hath not only conſulted his own Glory in this Ordinance, but 

our bznefit and advantage. ; 

Thus you ſee how the Lord draws us with the cords of a man, and 
bandsof love, Hof. 11.4. as well in this as other Ordinances of his ; 
he deals with man as a rational creature, and propoſes arguments ſuita- 
ble to his nature, and conducing to his advantage, thereby to allure him 
to ſubjetion to his moſt righeeous will ; and what a tender regard. the 
Lord had,as well to the good of mankind, as the glory of his own natne, 
in the Inſtitution of this Ordinance, 

And if theſe be Gods Ends in this Ordinance, ſurely they ſhould be. 
the Peoples allo: if theſe be the nds of Gods Inſticution of Magi- 
ſtrates, they ſhould be the Peoples in EleCtion of them, I ſhall ſhew 
you heceafter, that by the Law of God and Nature,” the People have. am” 
undoubted right to make their Governours ; but you muſt.not undex- 
ſtand an abſolute ot arbitrary power to chuſe what Government or Go= 
vernours the Devil and their own lutts ſhall excice them to, but ſuch a * 
form of Government and ſuch Governours, as may anſwer the end oC. 
Gad's Ordinance, his Glory, and their own Good, | 

How careful alſo thould Magiltrates be ro anſwer the end for which 
they were ordained by God ; theſe ought to be, yea, are the great ends 
of every true Magiſtrate, to honour God, and ſerve his Generation : 
He that ſeeks his own advantage by the Government, neglecting the 
ends above mentioned, doth not deſerve the Name of a Magiſtrate, - 
andis indeed a real Tyran', uſurping thoſe Titles which are due to a 
true and righteous M1giltrate, 

And what a z-al had blefled Af:ſes for the honour of God and good of 
the People? when God would have deſtroyed them,and offered to make 
of him a greater and mightier Nation than they ( « temptation almoſt 
b:yond the power of fleſh and blood to refilt ) he refuſes to accept the 
offer, and plexis with God to conſult the glory of his own Name, ard 
his compalſiions to the. People, Namb.14.12, to 20, 

Another time, how doth he intercede for the People, Exad, 32.32. 
O Lard, 1 pray thee forgve the fin of this People, and if no:,blot me ant of thy 
Book ; 
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Book. ; 28 f he would not hive pan cantent to gp to Heaven, or at leah 
c 


s ip live, unleſs.the Peoples fin were pardoned ; 
2 


little minded the ad- 

ncing of himſelf or his potterity, that would not hafSen to a motion 
made by. God himſelf, to deſtroy Iſrael, and make of him a Nation 
greater and mighier chan they. 

In like manner Joſtxa, that faichfiil Covernour, made the honour of 
God and the Peoples good, the ends of his Adminiſtration, 7h. 7. 8. 
What a publick Spiri: had Nehemiah ? how truly did he ſerve God and 
the P-ople, in the Office of chief Magiſtrate > he was fo far fiom breake 
ing down the Walls of the City, that he and all his Servants continued. 
in thz work of building the Wall, and-did not ſo much as put off cheir 
cloaths ( except for waſhing ) till it were finiſhed ; he would byy no 
Land, nor eat the Bread of the Governour ( as others had done before 
him ) while the people were in bondage, becauſe cf the fear of God, 
Nehbem, 4.23. wthas. 14, toend, This was the end of gcod Mor. 


de {3, when he was advanced to great Authority, to [eek the weltare of 


his people, and ſpeak peace to all his ſeed, 
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Treating of the Call of Magiftrates, both ſupream and ſubordinate ; ſhew.. 
ing that both by the Laws of God and Nature, the right of making Gover.. 


, mours # inherent in the People, 


Aving briefly paſſed over two a I come to the third, 
The.C all of Magiſtrates ; Which 18 twofold, Immediate and AM- 
diate. 

i. Immediate,when God by virtue of his Sovereignty doth immedi. 
ately call a man to the Gover® nent,and give him his Commilſhon, as he 
did Moſes, Exed.3z. calling to him out of the buſh. So Joſhua, Num.27, 
x16,to 19.God himſelt by his own Voice, appointed Joſhua to his Office : 
This Call is eahly known by ſome ſigns or tokens, whereby the Lord 
makes known his mind to the People ; as Moſer, to ſatisfhe the people 
that he was called of God, gave them figns by God's appointment, 
Exdd.4.1, to 9, So foſhna had ſome of Meſes's honour put upon him, 
that all the Congregation of Iſrael might be obedient unto him, Numb, 
27.20, that is, as I conceive, an extrrordinary portion of Moſes's 
Spirit, was given to him to qualific him for that = Truſt which he was 
to undertake, Numb, 11, 17. to 26, We read the Lord took of the Spi- 
rit that was upon Moſes, and gave itto the Seventy which were to _ 
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him in the Government : No doube Q ſame, but if 4 grearer 
was beſtowed upon Foſhxa, as one who was not only to aſſiſt, bur ſi 
Moſes in the place of chief wy pn that the people ( ſeeing the ex. 
cellency bf his Spirit ) might be contentgo hearken to him ; Which is 
evident by Dew. 34. 9. Joſhua, the ſon of Nun, was fall of the Sps 
Wiſdom, for Moſes bad laid his bands on him, and the Children of Iſracl 
bearkened unto bim. 

A Call very near to this, though not in the trickeſt ſence, Inwed;. 
ate,was that of Gideon, Judg.6, 14. who was called by an Awgel ſent from 
Heaven ; and perhaps many other of the Judges were called in the ſame 
manner : but whoever hath this Call, hath ſomeching or other, either in 
the manner of his Call, or in the excellEncy of his Spirit,or both, which 
is ſufficient to convince the People, that he is one appointed by God ts 
be their Governour, and that it is their duty to hearken to, and obey 
him ; as the People did Foſhna, 

2, There is a mediate Call, when God calls a man to the Govern- 
ment, by and with the conſent and concurrence of the people : And thug 
the Kings of Iſrael were called, by the conſent of the people, who con- 
ſtiruced them ; and it was the Peoples right by the Law of God to ſet the 
King over them, Deat,17,14, 15, "Was the Peoples a& that conſtituted 
the King. 

Therefore we read all the People went to Gilgal to make Saul King, 
x Sam, 11, i5, The .pzople madgs David King of Judah, 2 Sam. 2.4. 
and afterwards all the Tribes of 1ſrael came to Hebron to make him King 
of Iſrael, 1 Chron. $2.38, Solomons was made King by all the Congre- 
cation, £1 Chren. 29,20, All the People came to Shechens to make Re- 
boboam King, 2Chrox.10,1, and when he refuſed to eaſe them of their 
burdens and oppretſions, rejeRed him,and made Feroboaw King, 1 Kingt 
12.20, Allthe people of Judah took H{zziah, and made him King, 
2 Chron.26,1, The people of the Land made Joſiah King, 2 Chron.33. 
25. The people of the Land took Tehoahaz, and made him ap Chron. 
36.1, The people made eAbimeleck, King, Judg, 9. 6, By all which ir 
plainly appears,that the right of making Kings was in the People, 

The ſame we find concerning all other Magiſtrates and Officers, that 
the people were to make them by the Law of God, Dewr.16.18, Tudgg 
and Officers ſhalt thou makg thee in all thy gates, which the Lord thy God g1- 
veth thee throughout thy Tribes, aud thy ſhall judge the people with juſt 
wdpemert. 

And indeed it is a piece of greateſt folly and imprudence for the peo- 
ple to part With their right of making Magiſtrates, either Supream or 
Subordinate : to commit the making of Judges and other Officers to the 

King, 


(8) 
Þs by interpretation 2. negleR of our own duty which the Lay of 
L299 requires, ach warthgue, © our birth-right, and'a reſignation of 
our Laws, Lives, Liberties,and Eſtates, to his will : which King James 
Knew well enough to be an eminent expedient of King-craft, when he 
—_ ſed to ſay, Ler me make wh Judge: and Biſtops I will, axd Iwill bave 
ot hung tobe Law or Goſpel but what [ pleaſe, 
No wonder that'the people of this Nation are fo grievouſly opprefſed 
by Judges and Lawyers, that the Law is ſo wrelter, Jultice perverted; 
and Violence committed, when they negle& their duty of making Judges, 
Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, and other Officers, and commit it to the 
King ; who.will be ſure to chuſe ſuch as ſhall advance his Prerogative, 
and dehaſe the Peoples Liberty as much as lies in thzm, and dare do no 
other for fear of his diſpleatire ; how eahie a thing is ic to take 2Way any 
mans Lif-, Liberty, or Eſtate, which the King hath a defire to take 
away, and thatunder a pretence of Law, when the Judge, Sher ff, Tu- 
ſtices, and Jury, are all his Creatures and Vaſſals ; and the Ju«ge muſt 
ſay that is Law which the King would have ſo, or elſe be turned out of 
- his place, which uſually he hah bought at the price of ſome Thouſands 
— of pounds. 

The Sheriff muſt pick a Jury that he knowes before-hand will give 
whac verdict” the Judge bids them, orelſe be judged an enemy to the 
King : And the Juſtices upon the Bench,dare as well go upon hot coals, 
as oppole the Kings Pleaſure, 

And never Will ic be otherwiſe, unleſs thz people grow ſo wiſe; as to 
challenge their right by the Law of God, to make Judges and Officers 
themſelves, who may execute juſt Judgement. | @* 

If a People will bz fo baſe, as like Eſaw, to contemn their hirth-righe, 
and neglect their duty,& cowardly or carelefly to reſign their Priviled- 

into the hands of a King ; 'tis no wonder if they ſmart for it, as Enge 
and at this day; if the opts were ſo wiſe as to make Judges & all other 
cers themſelves,according to the Law of God, they could not be {0 | 
abuſed as they are. 
Obie. But doth not the Law ſay, that the people were to make him Kin 

| whom the Lord (hould chuſe ? Deut.17.15. [i ſhould ſeem by this, that he 

prople bave not liberty tom ke ſuch as they pleaſe, but are to accept of ſuch as 
| God hath apprinied for the Government. 

Anſw, This argvedChat God did intend often, out of his eſpecial 
favour to !ſrael, to make the choice himſelf of the perſon that hould 
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reign over them ; bur this did not at all infringe the peoples rights or 
liberties ; for the Lord to (hew how tender he was of the peoples hber- 

| ty , at the ſame time when he choſe for them, appoin:ed th:m to con- 
ſitute 
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ſtitvte him, God choſe him, bur they made him King. I ſhall not de- 
ny, but if God be pleaſed gt any time in an extraordifiary manner to 
chooſe a Governour for us, and tend a Prophet to make known his mind 
to us, as he did Samwel to appoint Sas/, and after him David ; - Abijab 
to appoint Feroboam; Eliſha to appoint Jehw, it is our duty to make hing —— 
King: But God doth not do ſo with other Nations as he did with 1/zanh— 
He hath not ſent any Prophet to tell us whom he appoints, but frach 
left all Nations to their undubitable birth-1ighrg rd confticute ſuch Go- 
vernours over them, as in the belt of cheir underſtanding are rightly 
qualified for it, _ 

Obje&. But dah net Conqueſt or Hereditary Succeſſion manifeſt the mill 
of God to ns, and oblige us to conſtitute a perſon,now that extraordinary way of 
revealing the mind of God by Prophets ceaſes, . 

Sol, As for Conqueſt, the pretence of a right to the Government 
over others from it, is ſo groſly irrational and injurious to mankind, 
that it ſcarcely deſerves an Anſwer ; a Title not allowed by the tamer 
ſort of bruit beaſts, a title fit to be owned among none bur b:alis of prey. 
For what is Conqueſt ( fimply confidered ) but Yiolence? and the 


continuation thereof hut a continued D reſſion ? 
know.the Advocates of Tyranny, urge that of Nebuchadezzar*; Title 
to govern Judah and all the Nations round about by Conqueſt ; and of 
the Lords Peoples right to the Land of Canaan, and the neighbour Na- 
tions by the ſame, but it is a groſle miſtake. For the right Nebuchadnex.. 
z.4r had to the Land of J«1ah, was rfot by Conquett, but Donation from 
God, and the Lord ſent the Prophet Jeremiah to tell rhe Peoffle of 1/- 
rael and all the Nations round about, That he had given all thoſe King- 
doms to Nebuchadnezzar and his Sons for the ſpace of ſeventy years,and 
threatens to puniſh that Nation that would not ſerve him, With the 
Sword, Famine and Peſtilence, Jer. 27. 1, to 9. Solikewiſe, 'ewas the 
Lord's Donation that gave /ſrael a Title to thoſe Nations, and we know 
 well,7 hat the Earth « the Lords,and the fulneſs thrreof,, and he may give it 
to whom be pleaſeth. If any one can prove intallibly, that God hath made 
him a grant of the Kingdom of Erg/and, to him and his Heirs for ſeven. 
ty years or more, I think it our duty to acquieſce in the ſoveraigngnill 
and good pleaſure of God, and not to oppole it; but if this cannot be 
proved, it is in vain toplead Conqueſt, Force and Right are as oppoſite 
to one another as Light and Darkneſs, A Pirate that hath conquered TO 
Chip may plead as much 1ight to govern it as a Conqueror to govern a 
Common-wealth, 

And as for Succeſhon by Birth, though it be an Argument of a paler 


Complexion than Conqueſt, (which 1s a Title died 1n Blood) yer 
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|  hathiras ſiecle firength as the other. meaning is, that Royal Pri- 
*  mogeniture aldne, without the Peeples Conſenr, is no nghrful Title ro 

the Government, Or, that the eldeſt Son or Heir of a King, lawfully 

begotten («0 ſay. nothing of Baſtards) hath no right to the Govern= 

ment by Birth, unleſs the People conſent to Chooſe hum thereunto., 
Which I prove thus. | ' 


* 1, Becauſe it is dirt&ly contrary to the Law of Nature in many 
reſpects. 


Firſt,” It makes the whole inferiour to a part, yea to one member, 
which 1s moſt abſurd, for if a man may Govern over a Common-wealth 
without their conſent, then are they inferiour to him ; the Will of ane 
man muſt be preferred above the Will of the whole, perhaps many 
millions. . 

Secondly, This pretence of a right to the Government by Birth, ra- 
viſheth Nature it ſelf, offers violence to her. For, whereas ſhe juſtly 
claims @ power conſtitmive of Magiſtrates, and hath derived it to th2 
People as her Truſtees, this Argument would deprive both them and her 
thereof. 

That Nature hath committed the conſtitution of Governours to the 
People, is clear, becauſe the hath not determined the Heirs of Kings any 
more than others ; yea Nature is often more liberal in beftowing her 
Magillratical endowments on many” thouſands ( ſometimes on the 

Hy number of men) than on fhe Royal Progeny, as they are called; 


| 


gives more Wiſdom, Courage, Kindneſs, Temperance, Faithful. 
sand Juftice to common People than to the Eldeit Son of a King. , 
; How many thouſands-in a Nation might be found whoſe natural tem- 
” I perament is more enclinable to Virtue then we often ſee a Kings to be, 
if Now all wiſe men know. 'tis Virtue that enobles the Spirit, and makes 
it capable of higheſt undertakings. 

How often may we ſee Kings fierce in their Countenance, cruel in 
their Natures, implacable, ungrateful, efeminate, falſe, luxurions, 
and univerſally vitious, and thete things even radicated in their Com. 
plexions, when there are many thouland perſons, of a common, yet 
more t1vly noble extrat ? amiable in their Countenance, affable in 
their Cartiage, faithſul in their Promiſe, temperate in their Manners, 
and generally enclined to Virtue. Nowſurely if Nature hath deſign- 
ed any one to Superiority, 1t 1s the moſt virtuous, Therefore I con- 
clude, That Nature is no Friend tothis Hereditary Title, l 

Ir is juſt matter of laughter and diſdain, to read thoſe ignorant an 
impudent pretences which ſome men make to the — from 
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» | Notre, when the fireets abound daily with multicudes that by Nas 
tures Law have a better Title to it than themſelves, 

Thirdly, This pretence farmalizeth all the Commonwealth Vaſlals. 

It pronounceth the People home-born Slaves. Which, what ingenuoug 
ſpirit can bear ? For, if all the People muſt, againſt their Wills, be ſub- \ 
je& to one man, and honour, maintain and obey him, what more perfe& 
character of V aſlalage than this > Thoſe wretches that knowingly plead 

7 for this Title, deſerve to be ſtigmatized in4he forcheads as common 
enemies to mankind. 

Fourthly, Nay, this pretence of a right to the Government by Birth, 
without the content of the People, diveſts the People of all Power of 
Self-preſervation ; for the Office of the Magiltrate ( as I ſhall ſhew 
more hereafter ) is to prote& and defend the People, and the common 
ſecurity of the People lyes in having gobd Governours : Now if the 
Eldeſt Son of a King be a perſon, vitiouſly enclined, one given to ma- 
lice, revenge, luxury, intemperance, avarice, falſity, or the like Vices, 
and yet th: People bound to accept of him for their Governour becauſe 
of his Birth, they muſt be bound to renounce their own ſafety, and emi: 
brace deſtruRion ; which the Law of Nature forbids, and common Rea- 
ſoh will abhor. q* 

Thus you ſee how this pretended Birth-righe t the Government 
d6ua violate the Law of Nature, and tend to cheat the People of their 
zeal Birth-righw, Liberty and Security, Let us enquire a little into Scri- 
pture, and we ſhall find that it is as contrary to Scripture as Nature, 

2, The Scripture gives not the leaft countenance unto this pretend= 
ed Title of Birth-right to the Government ; and no wonder, fb It NE= 
ver was the intent of God, to repeal the Law of Nature by Scriptute, 
but to explain and confirm the ſame. But that I may argue diftinAly, 
conſider theſe particulars, 

Firſt, The Law of God cortcerning the making of a King, hath not & 
word of this : The Law doth not enjoyn the People to make the Eldeft 
Son of a King Governour in his Fathets (tead,or ſpeaks of an Hereditary Jour 
Title to the Crown, but plainly -intimates the contrary, Dent. x7. 15, 
to the end. For firlt, the Law requires qualifications in him that the 
People were to ſet over them; He muſt be one thus and thus qualified, 
which I ſhall open more fully in the next Chapter. Now if the King 
muſt be one {o and ſo qualified, it plainly intimates, that there was no 
ſuch Ticle to the Government as Birth-righty For, if the Eldeſt Son of 
a King were not ſo qualified, the People could not ſet him over them, 
4d | without diſcbeying the Law of God.- | 
Again, The Law layes conditions of Government vpon the King, 
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upon the obſervation whereof, He and his Children are to prolong thei? 
dayes in the Kingdom, He muſt nor = Horſes to himſelf, nor 
Wives, nor greatly multiply Silver and Gold, He muſt read in the 
Law of God all the dayes of his life, that he may learn to fear God and 
keep all his Statutes ; and he muſt nor lift up his heart above his Bre- 
thren, nor turn afide from Gods Commandement to the right hand or 
the left ; and if he and his children did thus, they were to continue in 
the Kingdom. But now ſuppoſe a King and his Children will multiply 
Horſes, Silver and Gold to themſelves, and lay unreaſonable Taxes on 
the People to maintain their pride and luxury, live in the preſumptuous 
violation of the Law of God, and lift up their hearts above their Bre- 
thren, lord and domineer over them, and break all the conditions of 
Government ; Were the People, bound to accept of the Eldeſt Son of the 
King to ſucceed his Father in the Throne ? No ſuch thzng. They break- 
ing the Conditions of Government forfeit their Right, and the People 
might lawfullly ſet another over them, as they did when Rehoboam pre - 
ſumptuouſly rejzefed the Law of God, and would not eaſe them of their 
Burdens, 1 Kings, 12, 16, choofing Feroboam in his ſtead. 


2. The ſpecial grant that God made of the Kingdom to David, arid 
his Seed, doth not 1n the lealt favour this Hereditary Title, For, 


1, The Promiſe was not that the Kingdom ſhould deſcend to his Po. 
ſterity, in an Hereditary manner, that the Eldeſt Son thould ſucceed the 
Father in the Throne; if any of Davids Sons were made King by the 
People, it was as much as God had promiſed Devid,or the People were 
bound to. For neither did the Law of God, nor the grant mb to Da- 
vid oblige the People to the Eldeft Son ; and therefore we read that 
Solomon (ucceeded David in the Throne, a younger Brother to Adomyah, 
but a wiſer man, and no queſtion upon that account preferred before him, 
and promoted to the Kingdom. 

2, That Deed of Gift made to David and his Seed, was not abſokute 
_ but conditional; upon condition that they kept the Law of God and ex- 
ecuted his judgements, they were to continue in the Throne, 1 King. 
CE, 12, 1 King. 8. 25. 1 King, 2. 3, 4. Bur when Sols- 
#994 and Rehoboam his Son had violated the Conditions of Government, 
the People caſt off Rehoboams yoke from their (houlders ; and good rea- 
ſon, for they were bound eo him and his Seed only upon condition they 
obſerved the Law of God; and therefore by his rebellion againſt God, 
and reſolution to tyrannize over them, they had a juſt diſcharge from 
kubjeRiop to him and his Heirs, And a Nation.can oblige themſelves 
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to any man and his peſtericty, no otherwiſe than conditionally,upon con- 
diction they obſerve the Law # God and execute his Judgments : for to 
make an abſolute Engagement to a Prince, to receive his eldeſt $on,and 
accordingly his Pofterity for their Cevernours, what kind of petſons ſ0- 
ever they may prove, were contrary to the Law of Nature, a giving 
away their own and polterities Birthrights, and to the Law of God, 
Which requires qualifhcations in Governoutrs, which will be more fut- 
ly pe in the next Chapter, . 
Objet. But we reade that Jehoſhaphat when he died gave the Kindom 
to ]:horam, becauſe he was the firſt-born, 2 Chron. 21, 3. and the People 
wade Ahaziah,the youngeſt ſon of Jehoram King in his fathers flrad, for 


- the Band of men had ſlain all theeldejt, 2 Chron.2z,x. Doth not thus prove 


that the firſt-born, or eldeft ſon of a King hath a 4 ht to the Crown after hus 
fathers deceaſe ? fre att > @ Go: go: 4 

Sol. Not at atall. For whereas it is ſaid Jehoſhaphat gave him the 
Kingdom, that implies that ic was in his power to have choſen whe- 
ther he would have given it him or no ; and that Jehoram had not the 
Kingdom by.inh2ritance, or of right, bur by his fathers gift : and the 
meaning is this, Jehoſhaphat, wich the Peoples conſent, beſtowed the 
Kingdom upon Jehoram his eldeit fon : for otherwiſe Feb-ſbaphat had 
no power, eicher by the Law of God or Nature, to give the Kingdom 
of Iſrael ; but Jehboſhaphat being ſuch a holy man and 950d Governour, 
had won the Peoples affeSions ſo much, that they were contented to 
orant his defire that his eldeſt ſon thould ſucceed him, For if Jehoſhas 
phat ſhould have given away the Kingdom without the Peoples con- 
lent, it had been wickedly and injufily done , and therefore I dare not 
entertain ſuch a thought of good Jeb ſhaphatr. 

* The other Inflance 15 as votd of proof. For if it ſhould be granted, 
that if the eldeſt Son had been hiving, or any of the etder Brethren, the 
People would have made the eldeft King ; yet it doth not follow they 
were bound to do Io, or that it was the birthright of the eldeſt Son to 
ſucceed his Father, It is poſſible that the People might in an ordinary 
way ſet up the eldeſt Son in his Father's room, becauſe uſually rhe -el- 
dit might be ſuppoſed to be the frreſt for ir, as having moſt knowledge 
and experience ; and the Father commonly hath the greateſt love 
for his eldeſt Son, and would improve his intereſt in the Judges, Ru- 
ters and Officers, as well as the P-ople, for his eldeſt Son's ſucceſſion, 
and for other reaſons ; but it will nor follow hence that it was the 
Birthright of the eldeſt Son. And yet I do not remember that the Scrip= 
ture doth mention above one example of the eldeſt Son's ſucceedins the 
Fathes among all the Seed of Dawd that ſate upon the Throne, wh that 

was 
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Was Jchoramabove mentioned, and he had the Kingdom by gift, not in 
his own right, And we find Solomon, a ygunger Brother, ſucceeding his 
Father :, and Avijah, who ſucceeded Rehoboam, ſeems to be a younger 
Brother, for thz Scripture mentiogs elder ſons that Rehoboams had by 
another wife, 2 Chron,1 1. 19, 20, but Rehoboam loved Maacah, Abi- 
jah's mother, more than all his wives, and therefore improved his in- 
tereſt to make him King. You ſee then, notwithſtanding theſe Obje- 
ions, that the Pqople have an undoubted right of making their Go- 
vernours accorcing to the Law of God ; and that there is no iſt or 
rightful title to the Government of Nations, without the conſent of the 
People, 


CHAY. IV, 


Treating of the Qualifications of Magiſtrates, evincing by the Light of | 
_—_ Law of God, End of Government, and othgr Arguments, that 
the Peop'e are bound to chuſe ſuch as are endued with the Spirit of Go« 
vernment, wiſe and faithful mer, fearing God, and hating Coveton/- 
neſs, to be Governours over them, 


— YF Have ſhewn you in the laſt Chapter, that by the Law of God and 
Nature, the People have an unquettionable right of making theju 
Governours both ſupream and ſubordinate ; 1 intend by the Lord's aſ- 
fiſtance in this Chapter, to make ir clear, That the People are bound to 
chuſe men endued with the Spirit of Government thereunto, 

x, Then, from the Light of Nature it 1s evident, that ſuch only 
hould be intruſted with the Government, as are endued with the Spy- 
rit of Government, Doth not Reaſon it (elf teach men in all their pri» 
vate cencernments to entruſt the managing thereof with perſons titly 
qualified ? what wiſe man would commit the government of his Fa- 
mily to an imprudent or unfaithſul Steward ? the education of his Chil. 
dren to an ignorant or negligent Schoolmaſter ? the government of his 
Workmen in any kind of Manufacture, to one that wants diſcretion or 
honeſty ? the care of a Flock of Sheep, to a careleſs or unskiliul Shep- 
herd? or put his Son Apprentice, to a Maſter that neither underſtands 
nor regards his Trade ? ] 

Hath Nature taught us to be ſo cautious in theſe leſſer concernments, 
and carele(s of the greater ? to intiuft none but ſuch as are able and 
faithful with any matters of lefler moment, and to commit our Liws, 
Lives, Libactics, Relaticus, Eſtates and good-names to the truſt of a 
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of whoſe ability and integrity we have” no evidence 7 All this is com 
mirted to the Magiſtrate. 

Is a negligent and careleſs perſon onfit to govern a* few Boyes in 2 
School, and yer ſuch a one fit'ro govern a Nation, whoſe is a$ 
the ſand of the Sea? Is a faithleſs, prodigal, and diſhoneFt man» unwor« 
thy to be made 2 Steward of one Family, andyerſuch a one fie to make 
a Steward for three Nations ? Is one that makes no conſcience of hig 
word, unfit to bz truſted with the care of 4 lock of Sheep; and yet ſuch 
a one fic to be truſted with the care of the Liws, Lives, Liberties,Eftates 
and Concernments-of many millions of Men? Is a careleſs, faithkeſs, 
deboilt perſon, unfit to govern two or three Apprentices, and yet ſuch- 
a one fic to govern Towns, Cities, Countries, yea, populous Nations 
themſelves? I appeal ro any man, who huh bur the leaft fpark of Rea» 
ſon in him, whether this be not highly irrational ? 

And yet alas, how few are there to be found, among the multitude 
6f mn that inhabic this Nation, who are half fo careful of the weighs 
tier matters of Publick Concerninent,as of the Ariſe, Mint and Cammrn 
of their private atturs ! 

Much like to a company of Paſſengers rhat are going to Sea, every 
one looks after his own Goods to ſecure them from dammage, bur little 
regard what Pilot and Mariners they have ; but when they are upon the 
Sea, woful expenence convinceth them of their folly. Their Pilot is 
unskilful or negligent, their Mariners as bad ; and now they begin to 
repent ; Othat we had been ſo wiſe as to have choſen a better Pilot 
and Mariners! but it is tc late, he hath got them aboard, and there 
he keeps them, till at length through his folly or negligence he runs the 
Veſlel on the Sands, where many of them loſe their Goods and Lives: 
to2cther, ' 

"What a Pilot and Mariners the mul:itude have choſen, woſul expe- 
rience hath now taught them. 

O Exgiand, whyz ſizepz!t thou ? "tis high time ro awake ! Thy Pilot 
and Mariners cat, drink and make merry with thy ſadding, and have no- 
regard ro thez ; the winds blow, the waves b2at, the ſtorm encreaſes; 
thy Tackling is bad, thy Compals falſe, thou art very near the Rocks or 
Sands ; anqunleſxthe Lord in m:rcy look upon thee, thou wilr be ſud- 
denly ſplit or ſunk, If ever the Lord bring thee ſafe to harbour again, 
be wiſtr for rime ro come, make choice of a better Pilor and Marinetrs- 
for thy next Voyage. 

Bur let us ſee what Inſtances we can find from the very Heathent 
themſelves, who bave acknowledged this, That men endued with the 


Spuic of Government ate tobe choſen tnereuntso, 
Pharaob 


(16) 
| Pharoah could ſay this'of Joſeph, Can we find ſuch a one 4s this ts, a mas 
in whom the Spirit of God #s ? Foraſmuch a4 there is none ſo wiſe and diſcreet 
a1 thou art, thou ſhalt be over mine houſe, and according to thy word ſhall all 
my people be ruled, Gen, 4+. 38, to 41. Mark here, what the Light of 
Nature and Reaſon dictates to a Heathen. y 

1, That there are no men ſo fit for Government as thoſe in whom 


the Spirit of God is, 


2, That the wileſt and diſcreeteſt men, and ſuch as have the Spirit | 


of God, ought to be preferred to places of the higheſt Authority, 

3. That Magiſtrates are not to be choſen by therr Honours or Riches 
but by their Vertues; not ſach as have empty Titles of Kaights, Lords, 
Dukes or the like, and a baſe 1gnoble ſpirit under it ; but ſuch as are 
wiſe, diſcreet, and have the Spirit of God in them. No queſtion but 
Pharoah had Noblemen and Rich men enough to have preferred to that 
place, -bar the Light of Nature convin 


than all they. bo ; 
4... That lowneſs of condition, as to worldly things, is no juſt bar to 


hinder a wiſe diſcreet man, in whom the Spirit of God is, from the 
greateſt eruſt in Government, Joſeph was a ſlave, ſold into Egypr, after 
that a priſoner calt into a Dungeon, and yet for all this, the very, Hea- 
thens prefer this man aboveall the Noblemen in the Land, 

ObjeR. It will be objzz&:d, T hu was an extraordinary caſe ; Joſeph bad 


skil in —_— Dreams ; there was an eminent Charatler ſet upon bim by . 


God, enough to convince any man that he was the fitteſt man for that truſt, 

Sol, The reaſon why Foſeph was advanced to that great Truſt, was not 
barely for his Interpretation of the Dream, but for the wiſe Counſel 
he gave thereupon : the Lord had not only thewed him the Dream, bue 
the way how to preſerve th: Land ; the Counſel he gave, was rational 
and diſcreet, and pleaſed Pharoah and all his Servants, ver.37, and 
becauſe he was a Wile and Ciſcreet Counſellor, able to govern the Land 
berrer than any that was in it, therefore they choſe him : Joſephs $Kill 
in interpreting Dreams , would not have fitted hirff for the Govern. 
ment of Egypt, without a Spirit of Counlel and Prudence to manage the 
weighty Aﬀairs thereof. One gitt doth not fic a man for every Funti- 
on. Phareab by conference with him, found him to bea wiſe and diſ- 
creet Counſellor, and therefore exalted him. 

Darius (thoagh a Heathen) preterred Dame! above all the Profidents 
and Princes of the Empire, becauſe he had a more exc-llent Spirit than 
they, Das.6. 3. the Light of Nature taught him, that dignicy was the juſt 
reward of Virtue ; no queſtion but he had many thouſands in his Do. 


minions who excelled Daniel in greatnels and 11iches ;* but Daniel excel. 
led 


ced him, that Joſeph was fitter, * 
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led then in Wiſdom ind Goodneſs ; Daniels Wiſdom and Underftan- 
ing , out-weighed all their Titles and Treaſures, and was of more ad- 
vantage to the Empire, So that let a very Heathen be Judge, and he 
will tell you that thoſe Who have the mo excellent Spirits, ſhould be 
advanced to the hi Truſts in Government. 

Another Inftanct is that of eArtexerxer, another Heathen, who com- 
miſhonates Ezrs to make ſuch as knew the Law of God, Rslers over all 
the People beyond the River, Exre 7.25, Oh what ſhame doth thus ſpeak, 
to England ! where Men that are ignorant of, yea, that hate the Law of 
God, are every where made Rslers over others. 

The word Know (there uſed) is a Word of ſenſe, and _=_ an af. 
fe&tionate Knowledge,ſuch a Knowledge as is accompanied with Love 
it is a comprehenſive Word ; it is as much as if he ſhould have ſaid, Ic 
is my reſolution to have the Law of thy God obſerved ; I know thee to 
be a man full of Wiſdom, Zeal, and Faithfulneſs, to God and thy Coun- 
try, and therefore I commit this weighty Aﬀair to thee ; look out ſuch 
men as have underſtanding in, love to, and zeal for the Law of thy 
God, and make them Rulers over the People beyond the River. 

In like manner Jethro, Prieft ( oreather Prince of Midian (for the 
word ſignifies both) adviſeth Moſes to provide out of all the People, 
able Men, (uch as fear God, Men of truth, and hating Coverauſneſs, 
( four neceſlary Qualifications) and make them Ralers over the People... 
I do not find any ground from the Text,toconceive that Fethro gave this 
Counſel to Moſes by any ſpecial Revelation, but being a wiſe and under- 
Randing man, he gave ſuch Counſel, as Reaſon it ſelf dictates to all 
men ; which will appear plainly, if wz weigh thoſe Qualifications Fe- 
the entions in the Ballance of Reaſon, 

For doth not Reaſon tell us, That men who are not able for an em- 
ployment, are not to be entruſted with it > That men of falſhood, who 
make no conſcience of their word or promiſe, are unworthy of the Go- 
vernment of others > That covetous, private-ſpirited men, who love 
money, and make haſt to be rich, are not fit to be truſted with the exe- 
cution of Jultice ? is it likely that ſuch men will faithfully ſerve God 
and their Country, whoſe hearts run after Covetouſneſs ? And if the 
light of Nature teach us that there is a God, it tells us that He is to be 
feared ; and that Magiſtrates, who are to govern others, ſhould in an 
eſpecial manner be tuch as fear God themſelves : For if *Mag:ſtrates 
have no fear of God, what opportunity have they to diſcouncenance 
Virtue, and encourage Vice, and fo bring down the "ach of God up- 
6n the Land ? 

Theigfore Plato writes for a Government which I calls, Ariffocracy; 

D that - 


# ; 
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that is, ſuch'a form of i where the beſt men are made Go- 
vernouts ; and that muſt needs be the beſt Government where the beſt 
men bar rule. 

You ſee then hor the Light of Nature and Reaſon doth inftru& us to 
chuſe the wiſeſt and belt men for Governours ; and may not men be 
aſhamed and blu(h;to call themſelves Chriſt:ans, wio*are in praftice b2- 
low Heathens, 


Oh my native Country! what Lamentation ſhall I take.up for thee ?- 


how are thy Foundations out of courſe ? how art thou fallen from the 
Light of Nature, and Principles of Reaſon it ſelf? Who is that Man 
thou canſt produce among thy Magiſtrates and Rulers, that may indeed 
b2 juſtly called a Man of Truth, and fearing God ? Where is that ex- 
c:llent Spirit of true Wiſdom and- Underſtanding to be found among 
thy Leaders? Are ſuch as have the Spirit of God and true Diſcretion, 
advanced to the Government ? Isit not now become a Crime ſufficienc 
to depoſe a Governour,to be a man that feareth God ? 

O letit not be told in Egypt, nor publiſhed in the ſtreets of Media, 
that Exg/axd turns men out of Government, becauſe the Spirit of God 
is in them, and they do excel in Virtue ; let not the Prince of Median 
here how Fethro's Counſel is rejzetted, and men .that have no wiſdom, 
truth, or fear of God, made Rulers of the Land, Repent in time of 


thy tranſgreſfion of the very Law of Nature, While thou doft profeſs. 


the Goſpel, leſt Pharoah, Plato, and Darins, With all the wiſeſt of the 
Heathens,riſe up in judgement, and condemn thee ; for they have judg- 
ed the beſt of men, and ſuch as did excel in Virtue, worthy of greateſt 
Exaltation ; but thou in midſt of Goſpel-Light, ladeſt them with re 
proach and ſcorn, and the wicked walk on every fide while the viteſt 
men are exalted, 

2, Itheing evident from the Light of Reaſon, that men 11ghtly qua- 
lifed with the Spirit of Government, are only fit to be entruſted with 
ie. Ler us enquire what the Law of God ſaith to this point,and certainly 
we (hall find, that the, Law of. Nature and Scripture do molt exactly 
agree as well in this as other things, 

The firlt Scripture I (hill mention, is Dext. 17. 14, toend, where 
there are ſevaral Qualifications required in hum whom the Pedple were 
to make King, either expretly or implicitely, 

I, He molt bz a Brother ; which word is of a large extent, for it im 
ports one of their own Country and Religion; they were not to (:t 
a ſtranger over them, that is a ranger in either : for the People of 7/- 
rael were Brethren, not only by Natton, but Religion, and it enjoynef{ 
them to {et one over themwho was a membes of the Church gf God F 
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and without doubr that was the neo reaſon for which this Rule ws 
given, leſt if they ſhould have ſer any of the Idolatrous Kings of the 
Nations over them, he ſhould draw them to Idolatry : And ſurely it 
layes an Obligation upon Chriſtians and Proteſtants, to ſet one of thein 
Brethren over them, not one Who will bring in Popery, Superſtitzon, and 
Idolatry intothe Land, * 

2, The Lord tells the People, that the King whom they were to 
make, (hould write a copy of his Law, and read therein all the dayes 
of his life, that he might learn to fear the Lord ; which doth manifeſtly 
inſtruct the People, to ſer one over them who was capable of perform- 
ing thoſe Duties, and reſolved to obey the Command of God ; for if the 
King mult read all his dayes in the Law of God, and leam to keep all 
his Statutes; would not common Reaſon infer this, that the People who 
were to make a King, (hould not make an ignorant perſon that were un- 
able, or a profane perſon, that were unwilling to ſtudy the Law of God? 
Indeed all the other duties which the Lord acquaints the People with 
beforehand, were ſo many direRions for them to ſet up one qualihed 
for thoſe duties ; for if the King was not to multiply Silver or Gold ts 
himſelf, ſurely this inſtructed the People not to make a coverous perſon 
King ; if the K:zg muſt not lift up himſelf above his Brethren, it ravght 
them to make a humble, tender-hearted man King, not a proud demi- 
neering perſon, who would lord it over the Lord's Heritage, and en- 
ſlive them : and (0 may be ſaid of all the other duties of the King ; each 
duty of the King, is a direRtion tothe P2ople, to conſtitute one qualifie 
ed for it, 

Obje&t. But thus Law was given to Iſrael, how doth it appear it binds 
other Nations ? 

Sol, By the nature of the Lawit is moral, and fo univerſal, and 
perpetual. There are indeed one 07 two Particulars that were peculiar 
to the Fewiſh State, Firſt, They mult ſer one over them whom the Lord 
ſhould chuſe, which impliced that God intends out of his eſpecial grace 
and favour to them (as his Church) to chuſe the man himſelf for them 
ſometimes, yet they were to make him King : but God doth not ſo for 
other Nations, but hath left us to chuſe for our ſelves, according to the 
Light of Reaſon and Scripture. Again, their King was not to ſend the 
People to Egypt, b2caule the Lord nad forbid the People of Iſrael to re« 
turn thithzr any more ; which our King may do upon a jult occahion ; 
but the ſubltance of the Law is of a moral nature, and obligeth all- 
Kings and People whatſoever, That the King ſhould not multiply Sil- 
ver, Gold, Wives, or Horſes to himſelf, and thereby —— the 
People,and ſuff:r his heart gp be drawn from God ; that he ſhould have 
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a copy of the Law of God, and read therein all che dayes of his life ; 
learn to fear God, and keep his Statutes, and nor lifc up his heart above 
his Brethren, is all Moral, and doth oblige other Kings as well as the 
Kings of Iirael, 

That a People profeſiing the true Religion, ſhould not ſet over them 
one of a ſtrange Religion,to bring in Idolatry and Falſe-worſhip (which 
was the intent of that clauſe, Thow'ſhatt wor ſet « ſtranger over thee ) That 
they (ſhould take care to let up a man in the Throne, who is able and 
willing to perform the Duties God requires of a King, is all Moral, and 
obligeth the People of England, as mucifas it did the People of 1/- 
racl, 

The next Scripture I ſhall produce for confirmation of this Truth, is 
2 Sam. 23. 3+ TheGod of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock, of Iſrael ſpaks tome, He 
that ruleth over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the ſear of God, You ſee here, 
the Rock of Iſrael hath appointed two great Qualifications in thoſe that 
tale over men ; J«ftice, and the Fear of God, 

Obje&. Theſe places ſhew only the Magiſtrates duty, not any Qualifica- 
tions neceſſary to the Office of a Magiſtrate ; this proves that Magiſtrates ave 
bound to obſerve thoſe duties, not that the Progle are bound to choſe none but 
ſuch mer: as are juſt, and fear God, to be Governours, 

Sol. The very ſame Sophikry do the wicked and ſcandalous Prieſts 
uſe to cheat the _ People withal, and lull them aſleep, that they may 
make a prey of them in the mean while, 

The Load foved. 1 Tim,3. A Biſhop or Overſeer ( for ſo the word is 


in the Greek) wwſt be blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good behaviour , apt to- 


reach, not greedy of filthy lucre, not given to Wine, no ſtricker, but patient, 
net « brawler, nor covetons. The Prieftis a proud, covetous, drunken, 
deboift perſon, and the poor People muſt be compelled to own him for 
a Miniſter of Chiift, who bath never a Qualificauon of a true Miniſter 
in him : if they complain, we cannot own tim for a true Minilter ; a Mi- 
niſter muſt be thus and thus qualified, he is the contrary; they are an- 
ſwered, O thoſe are indeed the Duties of a Miniſter, but not the Qua- 
lifications neceflary to the Being of a Miniſter ; a man may be a true 
Miniſter if he be ordained, though he walk contrary . to theſe Duties, 
and you are bound to own his Miniſtry nevertheleſs, becaulc it is an 
Ordinance of God, 

So in this caſe we cannot deny, ſay they, but a Magiſtrate ſhould be 
jult, ruling in the fear of God,it's his duty ſo to-do: but what if he be un- 
juſt, and caſt away the fear of God, he is a true Magiltrate notwith- 
fRanding, and you are bound in Conſcience to own his Anthority as the 
OQudinance of God, By this kind of Soptuggtry the D-vil maintains his: 
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Kingdom, and the Bexft and Falſe-Prophet theirs? twthautter tain of 
the Bodies and Souls of men. - ' 

Theſe are the ewo grand Cheats wherewith the World is abuſed, by 
wicked and wmworthy perſons, pretending to Authority from God, to go- 
vern both Church and State, when they are utterly defticute of thoſe 
Qualifications God hath laid down for the eleHion of perſons into thoſe 
Offices : and indeed it is hard to ſay, which is the greater cheat of the 
two. Bleſſed he God many diſcern the C brat of an :gnoram, proud, coverous 
and prophane Miniſtry, and will not own it for an Ordinance of God, I 
doubt not, through God's afliſtance,to make it evident to the World,that 
2 wicked,tyrannow,and oppreſſing Magiſtracy,is no more Gods Ordinance 
than the other ; and thac the People are bound to rej2& both, and ſer 
up able men, "Men of Truth, fearing God, and hating covetouſneſs, in 
the Magitltracy as well as Miniſtry ; and that all who are not thus qua» 
liked, are but meer Counterfeirs and Pretenders, 

For whereas theſe men pretend, that the Characters which the Scrip-. 
eures give of trueMayiltrates and Minilters,do only ſhew their duty,not 
any Qualifications that are neceflary tothe conſticution of them ; it is a 
meer taltity. For the Spirit of God hath on purpoſe laid down Chara- 
ers of a true Magiltracy and Miniſtry, that the People who have the 
Power of electing doth, put into their hands by God, ſhould not ſuffer 
his Ocdinances to be prophaned, bar chuie Men after his heart for both 
funRions of Magiltracy and Miniſtry, 

The Apoltle commands T 11s to ordain Elders in every City (that is 
Minitfters) but upon this condition, rhat there were any to be found 
that were qualified according to the mind of God, 7itws 1,5, to 8, and 
layes down ſeveral Characters to fignifie what Qualifications Ged re 

uired in Miniſters, 

If any be blameleſs, 8c, and ſo goes on with many Qualifications which 

ou may read there ; and whereas the Apoſtle bids 7 #5 ordain Elders, 3 
a doth not mean T:tus ingly, but joyntly, with the conſent of the 
Church; as is intimated in that clauſe, As 1 have appointed thee, Now: 
the Apoltle would rot appoint Tits to do otherwiſe than he himſelf did 
and the reſt of the Apottles ; but it is plain that the People choſe their 
Officers, Att: 6. 3, and 5 verſes, the whole multitude choſe Stephen 
and the reſt. So Ad: 14.23. When they had ordained them Elders in eve« 
ry Charch, 'tis in your Tranſlation ; bur learned Beza renders it thus, 
Communibus [uſffagis creames es Prerbyterss ;- they made them Elders 
( or Miniſters) by common ſuffrage or conſent, the multitude gave their 
votes and choſe them, and then the Apoſtles confirmed them by Balt= 
ing and Prayer ; but tbis by the way, However they were to be made, 
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yet not without Miffiterial Quali6ertions ; Tuwrand the People toge- 
ther had no power to Make an ignorant or ſcandalous man a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, 

The very ſame doth the Scripture hold forth concerning- Magiſtrates, 
that the People are to look out Men rightly qualified with magiſtratical 
Endowments, for the Office of Magittracy. 

When Moſes put that prudent Counſel of Jethro in execntion, accor- 
ding to the mind of God, he bids the People look out ſuch men as were 
ſpirited for Government, Deat. 1,17 Take ye wiſe/Men, and wnderſianding, 
and known among your Tribes, it is tranſlated ; but I ſuppole it might 
have been better rendered, 

1. Take ye wiſe men, v0 2m Sapentes, this word is uſed fre- 
quently for the belt ſort of Wiſdom, true {piritual Wiſdom, laving Know- 
ledge, Prov.1 3.20. Prov.1c.hS. P/nl,19.7, 7 h: Teſtimonics of the Lord 
wthe wiſe the ſimple. Aoſes bid the People loox our men that under, 
Rood the Law of God, that was the Wildom: he bid them have aneye 
to; even as Artaxerxes bid Ezra (as 1 have thewn before, ) That which 
Jethro called the Fear of God, Aﬀoſes calls Wiidom ; and no wonder,for 
that is the only rrue Yiſdow, Job 28.28, Pſal,111,10. Prov, 7, It is as 
if he ſhould kave ſaid, My Father-in-law, Jethro, gave me good Couns 
ſel, I give the ſame to you, Look ont ſuch Men as are truly wiſe, that 
fear God ; they will make conicience of their Duty to God and you ; 
bur if you chuſe men void of that true #iſdom , the Fear of God, they 
will have little or no regard to the Honour of God, or your Good, 

2, Men of Underſtanding, 913225 et prudentes, prudent Men, Men cf 
Counſel, as Jer.49.7. 1s Counſel periſhel from the Prudemt ? 1 Sam,1G, 
18, David is ſaid tobe a man prudent 19 matters ; in both theſe places 
there is the ſame word that is mentioned bys/Moſes ; and generally this 
word is taken for a wiſe Connſellor, So that Moſes bids the People choſe 
fuch men for Magiſtrates as were prudent Conrſellors, Every wiſe man, 
or every one that fears God,iFnot ht tobe a Mayiltrate,he muſt be a proc 
dent Mas alſo, one that is able to advile in matters of weight and con- 
cernmentr, relating to the publick Aﬀeairs ot the Land, 

3. Known Men, = that 1s, men that have been tryed, that have 
eiven proof of their Integrity and Uprightneſs, that are known to He 
true and cordial to rhe Service of Cod, and their Generation ; for the 
word 18 taken for expenenced, [j4, FJ. I. A man a: T4azrted with prief : 
that is, one that hath Deen tryed and exy2rienced 1n 1t,» $5 that Moles 
dire&ts the People tis look out tuch men wi had been tryed, and were 


known to be fairhtul , publick-ſpiriced, ſelf-denying pzrtons ; ſuch as' 


Caleb and Joſh, _ who had followed the Lord fully in an hour of temps, - 
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tation, and adventured their lives for the Peoples 200d. Theſe are the 
Men that are fit to be Ru/ers over the People, that will adventure their 
All for the P:ople. {#!/yſſzs was a 1han tryed, the Grecians had had large 
experience of his Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs to them, and therefore they 
honoured him. 
Foſeph gives the like counſel to Pharach, Gen, 41, 33, Let Phararh 


| fork out a man diſcreet and wiſe, and ſet bim over the Land, exmpar wn 


Virum prudentem & ſapientem ; the very ſame words that Moſes uſes-; 
and indeed the ſame Counte! that Moſes by the Spirit of God gave the 
Iſraelites ; did Foſeth by the ſame Spirit gave the Egypriens,arftf they took 
his Counſel, The thing pleaſed Phararh and. all bis Servamts, Vetl. 37. 
They hiked his Connſel well, and becauſe they could find none that had 
ſo much true Wildom and Prudence together as he had, Pharaob ſer him 
over the Land, | 

Thus Nehemiah (et H :naniah over Jernſalem Decauſe he was a faith- 
ful man and feared God above many, Nehem, 7. 2. and Chap. 13. 13, 
He ſet Shelemiah, Zadok and Pedajab over the Treaſunes , and Hanan 
next to rhem, becauſe they were accounted fAthful men, 

[Thus you ſee how the Law of God requires the People to look cut 
men that are endowed with the ſpirit of Government, and to make them 
Rulers, and what Prefilents the Word of God hath left us of the (ame, 

O therefore beware you that are Teachers of others, that through 

your own ignorance of th: Law of God, or {laviſh fear of wicked Ru- 
lers, or a baſe love of filthy Iucre, you donor cauſe the People to fium- 
ble in the Law of God ; Iz( 1: mike you baſe and contemptible before 
all the People, becaule ye have ><cg pattial in the Law, Mal, 
K. 'S, 9. 
"The God cf Iſrael hatit{aid, He that rnl-th aver men muſt be uſt, ruling 
in the fear of God, He that hath ſaid, A Minſter muſt be blameleſs, ſober, 
of good brhavieur, &c, 1 Tim. 2. Hain laid, A Magittrate muſt be juſt, 
ruling in the fear of God, 2.S1m., 23. 3, And will you ſay that a wicked 
Miniiter or Magittrate 15 Gc4's Ordinance? Take heed of deing parti- 
all in the Law. - ; 

3, Having ſhewed you how the Light of Reaſon and Law of God do 
concur, in the confirmation ot this Truth, That none but ſuch as are en- 
dutd with the Spirit of Government ſhould be entruſted wth #, I come to 
another Argument drawn f'om the End of Government. 

Every Means ſhould bz adeq1te ro its End, ſuch as may be 
effeQtual,to accompliſh the End 1t was appeinted for. The End 
for which Magiſtrates were made, was , The Glory of God, 
and Good of the Prople, Magiltzates ats the Means for accom- 
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pliſhing this end ; and can .C he conceived that perſons deſtitute of 
Wiſdom, Prudence, Faithfulneſs, Juſtice, or the fear of God, ure qualified 
for this End? * 

Will ſuch a one ever ſeek to Honowr God in the Government, as hath 
no Love to'him, or Fear of him ? to encourage Yirtue, who is himſelf a 
Slave to Vice? Will ſuch a one ſeek the Peoples Good who regards not his 
own ? Is one that knows not, yea that hates the Law of God, fit to be 
entruſted with the execution thereof ?Is a Drunken Magiſtrate a fit mean 
to reduce a People to Sobriety ? A Profane Magiſtrate a mean to.en- 
courage Mety > When experience daily confirms the Truth of that, 

Regis ad exemplum, torus componitur Orbis, 
7 he whole World follow the Example of their K ing 7 

Ts a Perfidioug perion who makes light of the violation of his Paith, « 
mean to promote Truth and Honeſty ? if it be, it is per accidens, through 
the goodneſs of God, who brings g50d ont of evil ; and (6 I hope the 
Perhidiouſneſs of theſe Governours will be a warning to the Pzople to 
chooſe more Faithful Conicientious Men for time to come, 

The Heathens could ſaf, Deus & Natura nil facinnt fruſtra ; God and 
N ature makg nothing in vain : But that accurſed Opinion, That a Wick- 
ed Magiſtrate ts Gods Ordinarce,under a pretence and vizard of Peace 
and Quietneſs,doth even fly in the face of God bimſelf,and charge him 
with ſetting up ſo great an Ordinance over all mankind, which 1s but a 
vain thing: For certainly that is in vain which is not able to accompliſh 
ics End ; ſo that to call a wicked Magiltrate God's Ordinaxce, is to re- 
proach our Maker. ; 

My word, ( ſaith the Lord) hall: net return unto me woid, but ſhall 
accompliſh that which [ pleaſe, proſper in the thing whereunto 1 ſent it, 
Iſa. 55. 11, Word, is not here to be reſtrained to the Word Preached, 
butis taken in a large ſence ; my Word of Command, Promiſe Threat. 
ning, my Word of Conſolation, Commination , or Inſtitution of mine 
Ordinances, it ſhall all proſp:r in the thing whereto 1 ſent it, I appoint 
nothing that 1s wot ſufficient for 11s End. Now the End of that Inſtitution 
of Magiltracy, being the Glory of God, and Good of the People, in the praiſe 
of them that do well, and puniſhment of thoſe that do exil,, A vile perſon is 
no'more a mean for it, than a profane perſon 1s a mean for bringing 
Glery to God, and doing Goad ro the People 1n the Miniſtry, 

Object. Bat may not 4 wicked AHMiniſter or May: rate be an Inſiru- 
ment of good to others,though he be bad himſ-lf ? ; 

Sol, 1, He may eckanetty, I have heard of a Natural Fool that 
hath bzen initrumental-to convert a wicked man, but he was never the 
fitter to bz made a Miniſter of Chriſt therefore. A wicked Ruler may 
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2. But, wheze there ig dne wicked Magiltrage that doth. ge 
People, there ate twenty d6 milchief. That now and theg'a. 
Mav\ſtraze daih good for thePeople,aay be wuitten among Wonders 
Prodigics, not to periwade us to chooſe {ucha one again, buytoadmize? 
and adore the Wiſdom and Goodness of God, who brings good out of 
evil, and makes wicked men ſomerimes become ſerviceable zo. bim and 
his people, contrary to their own inclinayons. we; - 

* 3. But if there be any,wicked Magiſtrate who pollibly doth.ſame' gnod,, 
yet he dath a great deal more hurt, .the evil ourweighs the good. 

4. In a word, That which mgkes any thing a Mcan,is the proportion 
it bears to the End; if a thing be not —_ to the End is g6 
But awicked and unworthy perſon, though he may go ſome gogd acct» 
dencally in the Magiltracy, or may have tome property. or other colts 
mendable, is not adequate to-the End of Government. Nera, L irebnay 
Caligula, the venieſt Monſters in the World, had ſome progerues laudi- 
ble z Yea the D:vil himſelf hath ſomething of - good ; he bath Know. 
ledge, and Faith, and other things good in themielves ; but a Wicked 
man wants thoſe qualifications, of rrue Wiſdom, Faithſulneſs. and. the 
Feas of God, which might render him fit for accompliſhing the End for 
which Magilitacy was inſticuted, . 

Otheretore, if you have any zeal for the Honour of God, ſhewir by 
Randing.upfor thoſe to be made Governours, Wwho- truly fear his holy 
Name, and Will be careful of his glory. | 

Or, de you with your-Own, your Childrens, orthe Nations Proſpe- 
rity? chAnever.giye your. V.ate again for wicked Men to Rule the Land, 
You will acknowledge, thatit is your duty in your places to promote 
the Glory of God, ang Good of the Land of your Nativity; yea-who is 
there that will not ſay, Such 4 mer that would tit be willing ta ds this, 
were wnworthy to live? You ſee the Means for theſe Ends, "tis by ad- 
vancing Wiſe and Faithful Men, that Fea and Hare Covetouſ. 
neſs, tobe Cor , Reſolxe if ever afford you anop- 
portunity to chooſe Governourgagain, to.look out men ſo qualified thar 
may anſwers the Ends of —— Never Solter vp your (elves = 

fo 


\. CFF RELA, 
id conceirs, that you thditgether grape: of thivur, of fig: of” thiſtles,; 
that wicked Magiſtrates will ever promote thoſ glorious ends of God's 
Ocdinance. 

4. A fourth ent to evince the truth of this, Thar none bur 
ou as arc 'endued with the Spirit of Government, are to be: intruſted 
with ir, is, | had 

if the ſetting up men void of wiſdom, faithfulweſs, and the fear of Ged, in 
the Groans, fe the nr de rw ho Them ſuch þ.4 are deſt;e 
tute of ſo qualifications are net to be ſet wy, "But the former i true; 

the lattey, 

at wicked Magiſtrates will one way or other, by force or fraud, or 
both, get wicked Statutes to be made,is evident by the Scripture, Hifto! 
ry, and the Chronicles of all Natiohs. Thus the Lord complains of the 
wicked Kings &f /ſrae/, Ezek, 43. 7, 8. rhat they prophaned his holy 
Name, by ſetting their poſts by bus ' pſi and their threſholds by bus thre- 
ſmids, and th: wall between him aud them: and when once wicked Sta- 
tutes are enacted, woful experience hath taught the world how hard it 
ts to get them repealed, The Lord complains how the Statutes of Omrz 
were kept above an hundred and threeſcore years after his reign, Mica. 
6. 16, -and the People of 1/rae! walked in the wicked Statutes of the 
Kings which they had made (o long , till they were carried captives te 
Afr, 2 King.17, 8, 

And had I tim: to mention all the wicked Statutes which have been 
made by means of the wicked Kings of this Nation,and are yet in force, 
it would make you Rand amazed, to think how They, the Lawyers and 

, Clergie together, have abuſed the poor P:ople. But it would take up a 
- Volumn to treat of this by it ſelf, and this Argument is ſo expegimen- 
tally underſtood at this day, that I need not enlarge upon it. 
at curſed Laws are now in force, to perſecute the faithful Mini- 
fters of Chriſt, for preaching to the People that they might be ſaved? to 
murder the Lord's People, by Riifling them in Prions and Dungeons ? 
where hundreds have within theſe three years periſhed, for no other 
cauſe but praying, preaching, and hearing the Word of God ; and&All this, 
and much more, becauſe wicked men are put in auttbrity. For had che 
People” obeyed the Law of God, and choſen ſuch to rule as were juſt 
and fearing God, thi® would not have becn. | 


5. A fifth Argumgnrie this : 

If the chuſing men deſtitute of the Spirit of Governantnt, bt the way to 
make void the T.aw of God ; Then none ſuch ſhould be choſtn. But 
the former is rrue ; therefore the latter, 

As 
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. As wicked Magiſtrates will en Laws of their. own, ſo will 
- hey boghaoieje® and, make void rhe: Lavy of Godl.., Why elſe do we 
: | ſeeſb _ pardoned for Murder, and walk at liberty up and. ... 
- | down the (ircers in the face of the Sun, who by the Law of God (ould 
(| die? andthe faithful Servants of God, and Friends of their Country, 
hid-up in filthy Dungeons ?-. How eake a thing is ic for a Murderer (if 
be hind to get a Pardon ? Some call it 4 Leaſe of Life, becauſe 
it is oo groſs a thing to ſay « Pardon for Marder in plain terms. 

O how frequentlPhave I (cen that ſaying of the Philolopher exem- 
plified in this Nation! The great Thieves lead the leſſer thieves to hangs 
mg. Publick Thieves who cheat the whole Nation of vheix Liberges, 
+ | Eltates, Binth-rights, and Goipel-priviledges, undex the ticles of 
Judges and Juſtices, condemn and ſentence to death ſmall thieves, for 
ſuch faults as are not the hundredth part ſo heinous as their own? And/ 
yet the poor people believe the great Thieves are God's Ordinance, and 
worthy of all bonour, but the lefler thieves juſtly put to death, Where. 
as indeed, ifsJuftice had its courſe, th:re were more reaſon why the 
lictle thieves ſhould condemn and execute the great Thieves, 

For it is the T yarns and Oppreſſton of the Magittrates, which is the. 

rincipal cauſe why there are io many Thieves in the Land, They lay 
intolerable Taxacions on the People,and by their Tyranny deſtroyTrade, 
ſo that chonands are conltrained to lay down their Callings for wang of 
| wak; they make ſuch intricate, tedious, and chargeable Layes, rhat 
are mage like Inftruments 46 pick the Peoples Pockets, than Rules of 
| | Righteouſneſs ; invenced by the ſubtil Lawyers for Gins to catch the 
, | Pcople in, where they keep men ſo long as their money lalis, and t 
| kr them go; ſo that (for the moſt part) it faxes with thoſe, that ſeek to © 
the Lawyers and Witches for remety, alike ,.they never thiive after. 
By theſe and many ather Aitifices or Mytteries of State, -the > 
gates rob, (poil and impoveriſh the People, and reduce them to ſuch 
neceſſity, that while the Governours fpend their maney in pride, luxu- 
ry and all manner of voluptuouſneſs, they are forced to beg or Real ; 
and many ( being aſhamed to beg) fall to fieiling for the neceſſity of 
their ſouls, but ticaling without authority, are brought before the com- 
pany of Rulers. (who have a Charter to teal by Authority, and condemn, 
all others who fteah without l:cenſe from them) and ſentenced to death 
dy thoſe, who mth more deſerve it than themſelves. q 

But alas, it were endleſs to recite the particular caſes, whereintheſe 
wicked Rulers violate the Law of God ; for whereas the Law.hath- ap= 
pointed puniſhment for evil-doers, and praiſe for them that do well, 
hat do theſe but the very contrary A turning the Sword againſt ſane 
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fear God, aral obey his Law. | Soar wehave gaſt chuſe tb plead with 
. the Lord, as Devid "did, Pfal.'11p.226: bs 15 15me! for thee, © Lord, to 

work; for they have made ved thy Law. +. ©: T6. 
Brethren, you cannot but acknowledge ahat "the Law of God ſhould 
be put in execution, that. it is great cauſe of lamentation, |yea and 
boly indignation, to (ce the Law of Ged thus violated : and what wiſe 
man conld expect any beter from ſuch Rulers/as theſc ? it is impoſſible 

the Law of God ſhould be execured where wicked men are cxalced?- 
|  —_ are entruſted with the execution of®God's Law; and if 

they do not underſtand, or affect it, they will never execute it, 

Artaxerxes (tough a Heathen) thewed more wiſdem and prudence; 
than many eminent Profeflors among us have tately done ;. for he would 
have Ezrato make ſuch men arknew the Law of God ( that is, knew it 
»fc&ionately, as underfiood and loved the Laſy of God) Magiſtrates and 
Fadges over all the People beyond the River, Ezta 7, 25, He knew that it 
was in vain to think of having the Law of God executed by ungodly 
Rulers. ; | . 

If we had the:beſt Laws that ever any Nation under Heaven had, and 
wicked Magiltiates to execute them, we ſhould have little advantage 
by them : they will find one way or other to wrelt and pervert the Law 
of God, in deſpite of the People. I thought to have urged other Argu- 
ments for the confirmation of this great and weighty Truth, That onely 
ſuch men «« are endowed with the Spurit of Government, ſhould be entrufiyd 
with it ; and to have (hewn you how the ſetting up of men void of thoſe 
qualifications, which the Light of Reaſon and Law of God requires in 

irates, is the way to extupate Virtue out of the Land, and to in+ 
tr all manner of Vice, and to bring down the Judgments of God 
upon ys ; but in regard we find it dy ſad experiehce, that this wicked 
Genetation are no other than a mighty flood of Superſtition and Pro 
phaneſs, a {weeping rain of Oppretlion, an Army of Locuſts eating up 
every green thing , 1 (hall forbzar to enlarge any more upon this Parti- 
eular, but doſe this Chapter with a word of Exhortation, and ſo pro- 
ceecd ro the next. 

You fee what Power the Lord hath entruſted the People wichal, that 
the Right of making their Governours belongs to them, yea, that it is 
not onely their Priviledge, but Duty, by the Law of 20d, to ſer Magi. 
Arates over them, both Supream and Subordinate ; ſee alſo what 
Qualifications the Law of God requires the People to look afrer in ſuch 
as they entruſt with Government ; they muſt be Wiſe, Prudent, Faith- 
fut Perſons, that have given Proof of thei —_— ; Men of Truth, 
that underftand the Law of God, Fearing God, Hating Covetoyſ- 
neſs, ; 0 
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 endued with the Spitit of 


der Trcghe quarai. wich ee? a0de they, to rathiee 


at if ever they have an for the Elc- 
ar of Magiltrates IE Te, aM __ add car- 


nal interegs whe, Zo] gee the Voice for none butſuch ag are 
t, and with thoſe due Qualificati- 


ons. which the. Law ef God requires, Jadg ihe re jt tor men to 
give theit Voice for thoſe of of chicory or Party al. 
carb aayrngirdner mat ne may takes men meet for 
Fruft they are choſen t9? How common todhere to their Kindred, 
mr, or BenefaCtors, and improve all their Intereft for fuch z one 
who hath neiches Wilde, Felcdulngfh, Fear of Gets pop hu WT 
Country ? Alas ! How a thing is it to hear of one choſ 
Vines > The ſound of 2 great Name, and glittering ſhew. of | 
Rical Apparel, is that which qualifies a manfor Governitient, 
Larnrng of the niulcitude, Tis not what bday arora but what Nh 
. When a hundred men berrer qualified for A 
raſſed a Knight, or a Lord (ball be choſen for tis Airy Tirles fake; 
which is juſt as if a man ſhould refuſe a Shield of Braſs, becauſe it were 
not finely painted, and chooſe a Paper Efcutcheon ( bearing ſome no- 
ble Armes) for his ſhigld to defend him ; for Magiſtrategure the 
et the Earth, Pſal. 47. 9. 
laxd, be not _ ſo*froward as to pit away profperi ah 
ſelf, © by Seokag ſuch for thy Governouts as are void of thoſi 
* tions which the Law of Nature and Scripture doth require. Never 
wilt thou enjoy a ſolid , laſting Peace, until thau embrace Righteouſ- 
neſs, 1ſa. 32; 16, to 9, Never will Righteouſneſs be execured; 1n- 
leſs riohteous men be made Governours. Tf ever thou art Hea- 
, theſe muſt be thy Healers, If ever fy Breaches be made 
fe mult wn; the Repairers. O take rhat Counſel of Ferhro, Exod. al, 
21, Look out from among thy People, able men, ſuch at fear God, men of 
trath, hating covetouſneſs, and make them Rulers, If rhow- ſhalt de this 
thing, then ſhall all thy People go to therr place in Prace, Veil. 23. 
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CHAP. y.. 


Treating . the Magi ates relation, wherein 1s proved, bath by Stri- 

; pure of Reaſon, t Magifra from the higheſt to the loweſt, are 
the Peoples Servants, Such Objeftions as,may probably be mais againſt 
that Aſſertion,anſwered,and a few Inferences deduced from it, 


Come ta the Relation in which Magiſtrates and to the Peopte, arid'T 
doubt not through the Lords aſliftance to make it manifeſt, thar the 
fond conceic which the flattering Lawyers andPrelates have infuſed into 
the ivnorant multitude, of the Sacredneſs and Unacceuntableneſs of 
the King, is altogether inconſiſtent with his relation. And becauſe that 
x3ch Chapter of the Romans is ſo much pleaded by the Advocates of Ty- 
ranny,1 ſhall begin with that, The Relation of the Magiſtrate, is plain- 
ly keld forth. by the Ticle which the Spirit of Cod gives him in that 
hepter,and that is, A Publick Servant, whereas it is tranflated Mim- 
fer, in the plaineſt term it is Servant, Rows. 13. 4. 6. , 
The word tranſlited Miniſter, verl. 4. is S1dxoris, and is derived from 
$18 and zeyeo, in pulvere deſudare, It ſignifies ( ſaith Parews ) 4 painful 


and laborious ſervice, liks theſe that by hard travel raiſe the duſt with their 


feet, And as it ſignifies a laborious, ſo many times a low ſervice in com- 
pariſon of many others,” Kew, x6. 1. Phebe a woman, is called Servant 
of the Church at Cenchrea. The Women are ſaid to. miniſter unto Chriſt, 
and the company in the houſe, Mar. 8; 15.Mat.27. 55. So John 12.2; 
Adartha ſerved, that is, ſhe waited at Table ; in all theſe places; rhe 
Gme Word is uſed, and ſignifies a mean ſervice, and indeed the ſervice 
which-this word doth properly fignifie, is a Service in the Duſt, 

So that that word imports a painful and humble Service. The other 
word, ver.6, tranflated Miniſters, ſhould have been tranſlated, Publich, 


. Servants ; aviTwyei; itis derived from a 7:5 publicns, and igyoy opur ;. 


lick Workmen or Servants, The Magiſtrate hath his name not from 
Idteneſs,but parnfm/neſs. The word is ſometims applied toa mean ſervice 
as 2. Sam.13.18. Anmens Szrvart : The Septwagent rendets it auTepyts 3 
apd Iriexs in his Clavis Seripir re, (ayes that the word doth moſt pro- 
perly fignifie a Service that is laborious, And it is applyed to Epa- 
pirege'®s Phil.2,15, a Mclienges that catried the Churches rclief to- 
ant. 
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You ſee then what a Magiſtrate is br Wl Tides the Spirit of Sod 
gives bio, Apablick ond parnful Servant, 
Bur the Quyeſtipn will wages is the Magiſtrate Servant ; none 
will deny but he is the Servant » but few underſtand what he is 
to the People in general, and to themſelves in particular, as members 
of the whole; know then, that he is a Servant Of God, and , 
Rond. 1 3.4. The Relation of the Magiſtrate is in thoſe words, briefly, 
Fully, and cleatly held our. Obſerve ; the Apoſtle doth not ſay, he is a 
Servant of God for ood ; but to make ir þlain that he is a Servant 
to the People alſo, he ſaith he is a Servant Of God To thee for goods there= 
by moſt excellently repreſenting, not only the End of Magi in 
thoſe words, For god ; but alſo the relation they ſtand in,both to God and 
the People, in thoſe words, he is a Servant Of Ged, To thee ; and 
this may (perhaps) ſeem ſtrange to ſome, that the Magiſtrate ſhould 
a Servant to the People in general, and themſelves in particular ; 
this Scripture doth not go alone, but there are more chan two wi 
to confirm it, although one Scripture is a (ufficient proof in itſelf, 
cauſe God,who is the author of it,cannot lye., I ſhall therefore mention 
ſome other Scriptures for confirmation of it, Ats;.23.36., It is [aid that 
David King of Iſrael, Served bis Generation, The word wrapiry'cas, if« 
| ports, a Service full of labour and care, it is a metaphor taken from 
thoſe perſons that werk at the Oars, and is ſubſtantially applyed to in- 
inferior Servants of the Commonwealth ; as Mar. 5. 25. left ube Fudge 
deliver thee tothe Officer ; that is, the Failor , 15 *orybrn, So Mark 14, 
65. he Servants itrook Chrilt ; that is, the inferior Officers that artery 
det the Court : and without dovbe, a King is as truly a Servant tothe , 
CommorMvealth, as a Jailor, Bayliff, or any orfier publick Servant ; and 
therefore hath the Spirit of God applyed the ſame expteiſion to him as 
he hath to them. : | 
Andif we read Davids behaviour to the People, we (hall find that he 
well underſtood and kept his relation of Servant to them ; for when he 
had made an unadviſed reſolution to go out in perſon, and leave the 
City (which was neither ſafe for him nor them ) they tell him plainly, __ 
that he ſball not go forth ; whereupon the King ſubmitred to them, with 
this humble aniw2r, which well became the Peoplgs Servant , Thee 
which ſeemeth you beſt will ] do ; as if he ſhould have ſaid; it ſcems beſt 
to me ro 90 in perſon, and I had fully reſolved ir ; but you ſayir is, 
berter for me to ſuccor you out of the City ;- I ſubmut m Fudpcncate 
to yours, an4my Will to yours, and that which: ſrems beſt ro you well I 
ds, 2Sam. 18,1, to 6, So when he had a defire to bring the Ark of 
" God back ag1in in a pablick manner,he asks che Peoples A yr 
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wok pt Wes {ard at a us, that ns 
fitter one man(bould 1e6 the .Judgem nent of many thouſands ( 
mean in things lawful) rather than they to.» | L 
viſe CounſeIlors,the old men that. had Rood before His Fa- 
ther, xeen& n0t 1 r of this ;. they knew the King was the Peoples 
SRvane,. and therefare they perſwaded him, toacknowledge hifrſelf x0 
de the Peoples. Servant, and promiſe to Serve them, 1 King 12,7; and 
that was the way to eftabliſh his Throne ;but the young Couitiers' (like 
our Feather-men) could not endure $0 hear of this ; they te hit "ris a 
diſhonoutto.a King to be Servant to the People,and counſel him ts Rand 
"up for a lawleſs Prerogative, and to daunt the People With threatnivgs ; 
but alas [it was in-vain ; the People underſtood their Priviledges and 
Liberties, yea, and duty alſo, tod well to be fooled out of all by great 
words. ; if Ye mill not ſubmit cto-theit juſt demands, and do what ſeem- 
£& goad.to them, as David did, and be a Servant to them for their good, 
tot be their Lord 0 their bwt,, to valſflize and enflave theth 1 
they rejected him and his Government, and choſe another in his ſtead. 
The adviſe which the old Counſellors gave him,was rational & finceres. 
and -15 recorded to their honour ; they were: worthy Patriots of theis 
Cauntry,. and Afſertors of the Law of God, and Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, t unlimitted Prerogative,and arbitrary Ppwer ; they perſwade 
the King 10 know his place,.and be humble ; if thou wilt be their Ser-" 
vant, and not to diſlemble with the People, promiſe one thing, and 
mean anather ; and- therefore they add, And wilt ſerve thew ; as if they 
ſhould have- ſaid, if thou wilt promiſe them to he their Servant 
and perform thy promiſeto them,and wilt indeed be their Seryant ; and 
by-rex&ing that adviſe, Reboboam left the Kingdom of Iſrael, . _ 
This was Sas/”; plea, when he had diſobeyed God in ſpating Agag, 
and the chief of ahe Cattle ; obeyed the waice of the People, 1 Sen Is. 
4-.,a8 if he ſhould have ſaid; I am the Peoples Servant, and muſt obey 
them, I was afraid to diſobey the People.. I know this was no excuſe for 
Saw, neither did ie juftifie the ation, becauſe he had an expreſs Com 
mand from God to deſtroy them utterly. x 
.. And therefore, if the greateſt pare of the People had been unwilling: 
to have Agag killed, yet he ſhould have obeyed God rather than man; 
bur it ſhews. that Sax/ knew. the People to be. above him, and that ic 
was hisduty 16 obey them. in any lawful command ; and therefore he 
would have encind his diſobedience to the Command of God by his 
<dadicnce to the People. 
lIn-hke manner Ahab (though a wicked man) was ſo obſervant of the 
; People,, * 


Devid | aid unto al the 
&c, 1 Chron, x3.2, 
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People, that he would not cookers to give an anſwer to Bex-hadad, 
about a marter of publick concernment, till the People had appointed -. 
him what to ſay ; and when the People had forbid bim to coplnt into 
Ben-hadad's demands, be obey; rheir vesce, and returns this anſwer to Bex- 
hadad,1 may not doit, 1 Kings 20. 8,9, As if he ſhould have (aid, the 
people have forbid me to conſentunto thy demands, and I may not diſ- 
obey them ; I am their Servant ; the Silver and Gold thou ſendeſt for, 
is mine no otherwiſe than as a Truſtee of the People, to employ it in 
theix Service, and for their good ; and 1 muſt not Gipeſe.t 1, without 
their conſent. Abab who bad fold himſelf to do wi » had not 

et arrived to that degree of unrighteouſneſs, as to pretend an abſolute 
Prexogative to do what he would ; or that the People had no coercive - 
power over him 3 for he conteſles he may not do that,? which the People 
(in the vindication of their own rights)torbid him to do. You ſee then, 
how cleatly the Scripture makes good this Afſertion, That Magiſtrates 
( yea the very highelt of all) are publick Servants to the People. Let 
us enquire a little into Realon, and (ee what that (ayes unto it, 

1, Then, do not the People make, conſtitute, and authorize Magi- 
firates > whence have they their Call unleſs from the People ? from 
God by any immediate Call,as Moſes and Joſhua, or in an extraordinary 
manner, by a Prophet £ as San/, Dawnd, Jebs ? This they dare not pre» 
tend to, From Nature ? let them prove itif they can z as ſoon may they 
turn the Day into Night, and Ocean into dry Land, as prove any right 
to Government, by Nature, inherent in one family, as I have hevfed 
before. By conquelt ? And ſo hath every Rogue in the World, that is 
able to get a company of theeves together, add forcibly rake away my 
Paſizthon,and lead me captive, a right to pu over me. There's no 
other right to Governnfent, cither by thg Law of God as Nature, but 
the Peoples choice ; and therefore needs muſt they be Servants unto 
thoſe who give them their power, 

2, If they were not the Peoples Servanrs, why do the People main- 
tain them, and pay them their wages ? Is it noe from the Peoples purſe 
the Magiſtrate 1s maintainet? I need not uſe many words in this Ar-" 
gument, you know it by experience. Why (ſaith Cryſoſtome) do we give — 
Tribut# to the King ? i it not the wages of hu care for our protettion ? Since 
then, the Magiltrace bath his Power and Wages from us, what ſhould 
he be(in reaſon) burwur Servant ? 

Ohjet. B@ x it not his dut? how then can we be ſaid to give it him? 

Sol, Anſwer, Iris his due no otherwiſe, than as he iga-publick Ser- 
vantto us, and is by us entruſted with the care of our common late: y, 
and 10 becomes due Wages for the work he doth us, 

F Obvjer, 
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Objet. But if Magiſtrates bel Peoples Servants, mby then ave they 
callgy the Highey Powers, and every foul commanded to be ſub;ett ro them, 
Rom.1 3.1. and obey them ? Titus 3.1, 

Sol.. This is meant of our finglecapacity, notofOour collettive, Eve. 
ry man may be conſidered fingly, or as one particular perſon; and fo 
every par:icular perſon in his fingle capacity, is inferior to the King, 
and tr bz 10bject to, and obey him, in the execution of his Office : Luc 
a man mty be conſidered conjun&ively, or, as he is in union With the 
Commonwealth , and a part of that whole ; and in this reſpe& the 
Magiſtrate is inferior to us; as we are all united together, and - make up 
one Commonwealth : forwe , that is, all particulars joyning together, 
vive the King that power, which afterwards, as private perſons, we are 
iudjetunto; and are ſubje& ro him no otherwiſe than as the publick 
Servant, Which we have made, and do maintain at our charges, paying 
him his wages for the Service he doth us ; we are ju>zect to him not as 
our Maſter, but as our own Servant, The King is Swperior ingalzs, but 
Inferior Wnrverſis ; Superior to us as ſingle perſons, but Inferior to us 28 
we are a Commonwealth, 

2. Whereas ſome would reſtrain this, only to the King or chief Ma- 
giftrate, there is not the leaſt ground for any ſuch reitriction ; for as 
well the Subordinate as Supream Magiltrates, are over us in their ſeve- 
ral places and degrees, and we are as much bound to obey Judges, | , 
Mayors, Bailiffs, in_the execution of that trult which the People have 
repoſed in them, as the King ; and yet we do not think a Mayor or Bay- 
liff to be above the Community that choſe him; and the word tranſla- | , 
ted higher, Rew.13.1, (where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of higher Powers) is 
artribured to all other Magiſtrates as well as the King, ed-747 W vrtged | , 
wrey, 17m, 2, all that arg in Authority, it 8 1endered there, 

3. Miniſters are ſaid to be over the People, 1 Theſ. 5, 12, and the | , 
People are commanded to obey them, and tubmit to them i» the Lord, 
and yet they muſt not be Lords over Gods Heritage, x Per. 5 .3. but | / 

. are Servants to the People, 2 Cor. 4.5. And it 1s the very ſame con- q 
cerning Magiſtrates, for the Relation of Magiltrates and Miniſters in 
the general,is one and the ſame, they are both Servants to the People, | ,, 
though in a different kind of Service. . 4 

ObjeR. But are not Magiſtrates called Gods ? How then can they be the | 1, 
Peoples Servants ? - , 

Soe!, That is a Metaphorical Expreſhon, ſpoken not lay way of Pro- | x 
perty, but Reſemblance ; we know Magitltrates are not properly gods, | ,, 
1t were blaſphemy to ſayſo; the names or attributes of God cannot (a 
without blaſphemy be given to them ; it were blaſphemy to call a King | ,, 
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Jihovah, or Lord God, or theilike 3 or to give him'any of God's Pro 
perties, Omnipotent, All-wiſe,  All-ſuſhctenr, Eternal, or the like : 


they are called Gods, becauſe true Magiſtrates do in ſome higher Mea” 


ſure, than private perſons, reſemble che Wiſdom, Power, and Juſtice 
of God, which is the utmoſt can be proved from that Title z this doth 
no Way contradi& their proper Title of Servants to the People. 

For when a M:giſtrate is a terror to evil worky, and a praiſe to good, 
Rom.13.3. hz is a Servant to the People for good , ver.g. and in this 
{ervice of his, he repreſents the juſtice of Goc, who rewgrds every man 
acceAltrg to bis works, We muſt beware of firaining Metaphors ; the 
proper itle of the Magiltrate, which deſcribes his relation,is a Servant 
Of God To the People. The Mertaphorical Title of God detcribes his 
Virtues and Duties ; the Wiidom, Faithfulneſs and Juſtice which a 
true Magiſtrate is induced with, and rules jn ; and the proper and meta- 
phorical Titles are not repugnant to each other : but this obſerve by 
th: Way, that he that 15 deſtitute of thoſe Virtues, or negleReth thoſe 
Duties, wherein a true Magiltrate reſembleth God, may be more juſtly 
called a D:vil than a God, becauſe he reſembleth the Devil more than 
God, 1f it be (aid that an unrighteous Magittrate, by reaſon of his great 
power andexternal glory, reſembleth God, I anſwer, Jt is falſe ; for 


. God hath no unrighteous or oppreſhve power ; neither hath given any 


ſuch to Magiſtrates ; and therefore there 1s no reſemblance between the 
power of a Tyrant or Oppreſſor, and the Power of the Met Fuſt and 
Righteous Fehovah. The tamed lay of his external Glory ; for the Glory 
of God is in his Wiſdom, Jultice, vaithfulneſs,and other attributes,and 
the Works of Goodneſs, Mercy and Righteouſn:ſs which he doth ; which 
the outward powers and ſplendor of an unrighteous Magiftrate doth no 
way reſemble ; but it doth molt aptly reſemble the power and glory of 
the Devil, whoſe Servant be is, and whoſe works he doth, 

OHjer. But if the King be the, Peoples Servant, why is it that we read 
fo ofren in Scripture, that ihe People were uſed to ſalme the King wah this 
Title, My Lord the King ? and ſay they were his Servants ? 

Sol. Thoſe are exprethons of courtefie and reſpe&, commonly uſed 
not only to the King, but private perſons ; yea, ſometimes our inferi- 
ors. Rebecka calls Abrabams Servant, My Lord,Gen.24.18, Jacob calls 
his Brother Eſas, My Lord, eight times 19ytwo Chapters, Gen. 32, and 
3?, Obadiah calls Eltjab My Lord, 1 Kings 18,7, 13, The very ſame 
Ti:!le thatis uſually given to the King, and the fme word in the He- 
brew in all theſe places ww So the Levite (ina way of courtefie) 
ſayes to the old man that cams from his work out of the field, Thy Ser_ 
vant, Judg.19.19. Itis ufeg ſo, Gen,42.,10, 2MAings 1,13. and Chap 
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2.6.'And ſo it is to be underſiood when we read the call the King 
My Lord, and ſay they are his Servants, it is an expr of courtehie, 
not that they are in a Rtrit and proper ſence, and in point of duty, his 
Servants, or the King their Lord, for'it is nothing ſo, Thus We read, 
1 Kings 12.4, the People come and tender their Service to Rehoboam, 
"upop condition that he would eaſe them” of their burdens; they came 
with reſpe&ful, courteous language unto him, and thought” to win him 
thereby ; but when he refuſed to perform his duty to them, they make . 
him know, that in a ſtrict and proper ſence, they were his Maſters, and 
could puniſh him for his faults, and did deprive him of his Crown ger, 
I6, 

And ſo the Parliaments of Eng/and, and often the People without the 
Parliament, have (in their Addrefles to the King ) given him the Title 
of Lord, in a way of honour and reſpe& ; but when he hath refuſed to 
perform his duty to them, and endeavoured by bis unlawful Preroga- 
tive, to abridge them of their Liberties, they have made him underſtand 
his Relation,and by torce of Arms aflerted their own Priviledges, and 
ſometimes compelled the King ro perfarm his duty, other times depo- 
ſed him from the Government ; as the People of Iſrael did Rehoboam 
upon the ſame account ; and io have mot, if not all, the Nations in the 
World done the ſame, 

How common a thing is it in our ordinary Salutations, to ſay We are 
ſuch a ones Servant, in a general and reſpective ſence, and in point of 
courtehe , Whole Servant we are not 1n a (ttict ſence, and point of 
Quty ? 

Objet. But why naay not Princes be Lords over the People, as well a 
Maſters Lords over their Servants, for the word tr.mnflated Maſter, Ephed, 
6, 5. Col. J, 23, hgnifies Lord ? 

Sol. 1, Becauſe the Servant is inferiour to his Maſter, and by his 
place obliged to ſerve his Maſter ; bug here 1t 1s the contrary, for the 
Magiltrate is inferiour to the Commonwealth, becauſe he 1s made by, 
and for them, and his Ofhce ( as I have ſhewe2d before ) 18 to be a Ser 
vant tothe People, Now a main cannot be in one and the ſame reſpect 
Lord-and Servant, 

2, The Malter pays the Servant his wages, ſo doth not the Magiſtrate 
the People, bur the People gay tim tis wages, So that this Objection 
1s juſtly recorted upon thoſe that urge it, and in ſtead of proving the 
Magiſtrate to he the IfMrd, and the People to be Servans, proves the 
contrary ; that the Migiltrate is the Servant, and the People Matters, 
Which nor only the Philoſophers and wiſceſort of the Heathens under- 
flood ; but many of th@ greatelt Empetorg in the World have con- 
£:fled, AuguiTus 


LD 


XUM 


(UM 


(32) 
« eAuguſius Ceſar,one that had the Empire of the world ( of whom we 
read 1.) would not ſuffer the People ro call bim Lord, © 

Tiber WC eſar, who ſucceeded him in the Empire, (of whom we read 
Luk, 3. 1) forbid any man to call him Lord, and took jt ag a reproach 
caſt upon him, for any one to call him to. And jp an Oration he made to 
thePeople he uſech theſe words, lhave often, do ftill afigna,that a good and 
virtmows Prince, whom you have entruſted with /o great and large authority, 
enght to ſerve the Senate, and all the Citizens often, and many times particu- 
lar Perſont, neither do I repent of what I have ſaid, And I have acknowledged 
you for my very good and favourable Lords, and do ſtill acknowledge the ſame. 

Thus you ſee the greateſt Emperors of the world confeiling them- 
ſelves whe the Peoples Servants, and the People their Lords or Ma- 
fters, 

The ſame in eff:& did Tra/an the Emperor confeſs, that he was infe- 
riour to the People; for when the Pretor delivered him the Sword art 
his Inauguration, he returned 1t to him again with theſe words : Takes 
this Sword, uſe it for me, if 1 do that which us good; but if 0: berwiſe againſt 
me ; and tht ſo much the more, becauſe it 1s the more wicked for one that 
Rules over all. fo tranſgreſs the Lam him; elf. 

He was far from precending to 1mpunicy,that his perſon was Sacred, 
and muſt nor be touched whatioever wickedneſs he commirred ; but 
ltke a wiſe man and good Governour, he retolved ro do nothing worthy 
of puniſhment, or it he did, he ſubmitted himſelf to the (troak of the 
Sword, as much as any other perſon was tode; and it is obſervable 
that it was not for want of power he [pake this,tor the Empire was then 
at the exui, at the higheſt, or very near it, 

Theſews 1n like manner, a mcſt wite and valiant King of the Arhen;- 
ani, acknowledged the Peoples power to be above his, andaſfims ( yea 
olories init) That in Athens the People Reigned. 

I could quickly tire both my ſelf and you with Teſtimonies of this na- 
ture from Philoſophers, Orators, and others, but I know the judge- 
ment of any an is no proof, and 1 have given ii ficient proof from 
Scripture and Reaſon already, ahd therefore 1 ſh21l not fill up my Pa- 
pers with tranſctibinz other mens judgements, but memiionone or two 
places worthy our conhderation out of the new Teſtament, which are the 
Teſtimony of Chritt himſelf, and Pan! his Apoltle, and With a few Infe- 
rences from the whole cloſe up this Chapter, 

The firſt is thar of our Saviour, Mat. 20, 25, to 28, The Princes of 
the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they that are preat exerciſe 
Anthority over them ;, but it (hall not be ſo among you © bu whoſaever will be 
great among you let bins be your Seavant ; And whoſoever will be chief among 

you, 


(3d) | 
you, let him be your Servant. This Text holds out theſe things following.” 
Firſt, That there were two great political Evils among ntiles, 
1, Their Princes lorded it, or exerciſed Dominion over , they 
would not keep wzthin the bounds of their relation, which God and Na- 
tre had ſet out to Governours, to be Servants to the People ; but they 


would be Lords over them, whoſe Servants they were in right. And, 


therefore it is thatCHitiſt uſeth the word re) <xvpress m19, they exerciſe Lard- 
ſtip againſt them ; as much as to ſay, their Lordlhip 1s againſt the Li- 
bryties and Priviledges of the People,againtt the Grod and Herefe: of them 
whom they Govern; Their Prerogatives abrogate the Peoples Rights, 
2, The great men exerciſe Authority over them,not the wiſe men or the 
eo0d men, who were beſt qualified for Government, but thoſe who had 
oreat titles and riches wereRulers over th2m which was contraty to the 
Light of Nature,which theGemtiles were endued withal,as I have ſhewed 
at large under the qualifications of Magiftrates. Governours were 
not choſen for-their Viriuzs or Goodnets, but for their Greatneſs, 

Secondly, Both theſe evils are forbid among Chriltians. Ut ſrall not be 
fo among you. You that will be my followers ſhall not mitate the wick- 
ed manners of the Gentiles, Your Princes ſhall not be Lords over you, 
they ſhall not exerciſe Loydſh:p againſt the Liberties and Priviledges of 
their Brethren. But whoſoever will be chief amorg you, 'Which mult he the 
chief Magiſtrate, unleſs you will allow any other above him) ler him be 
your ſervant. They that are great ſhall not exerciſe authority among you, 
but they that are Wiſe, Good, and Faithful men, ſuch as fear God and 
hate Covetouineſs;you ſhall not chuole men to Govern for their Great- 
neſs ſake, but for their Goodnels, 

Object, But 1%:9; this place to be underſiord orely of CM;niſlers,that they 
are not 10 be Lords over the People ? 

Sol. There is no reaſon for ſuch a refti1Qion, for the ſame evil that 
was practiſed by the Gentiles 18 Torbid among, Chriltians, Jr ſhall not-be 
SO among you, How Was it among the Gezizles ? He doth nor ſay their 
Prieſts, but their Princes lorded 1t over them, But ir ſhall not be SO among 
you, your Princes ſhall not do ſo, Chriſt knew well enough that his 
Church wobld encreaſe, and many millions own his Goipel, and there. 
fore carefully laies down Rules betorehand, how the Princes of Chrilti- 
ans ſhould behave themſelves, 

Again; our Saviour puts it in the moſt comprehenſive terms imagi- 
nable, Wheſorver will be chief among you, let him be your ſervant ; be he 
who he will that is chief, he is but your ſervant at higheſt, And Chiift 
allows of a chief Magiſtrate, but the Goſpel knows no chiet Miniſter. 
For though Paw! faith, 2 Cor, 11, 5. he was not benind the very nh © - 

ihe 


YM 


9) 
the Appftles ; he means not FO FR by his Office above c- 
thers, but chief in /abowrs and gifts ; and ſo ſome might exceed others. 
And in regard this Prec2pt is ſo conſonant to the Light of Reaſon, Law 
of God, and chit of Kew. 13.4, where the Magiltrate is called, A Ser- 
vant ts the People, I wonder any ſhould go to reſtrain it on:ly to Mini- 
ſters, it being given in ſuch extenhve univerſal terms, 

Another place like to this, is x Cor. 8. 5, 6, There are many that are 
oalled gr4s, and lords > but to us there is but one God, the Father ; end one 
Lord jeſw Chriſt, As \f he ſhould have aid, there are indeed amony 
the Heathens many gods, they live in Idolatry ; but we Chiittians own 
but One God, Many of the Gentiles are ſo vain-glorious, that they will 
have earthly Lords, but we Chriſtians own none for our Lord , but 
Feſwu Chyiſt ; that 18, no titular Lords, ſuch as exerciſe lordſhip over 
the People. 

s. Then, A Word io chief Magiſtrates, Kings, Princes, fc, Learn to 
know your ſelves, your places and relations. Alas how few of you that 
wear Crowns and iway Scepters underſtand your relation ? and he is 
like to rule well ghat knows not his place. Beware of thoſe flattering 
and covetous Prieſts and Lawyers, who will ſay any thing for advantage, 
and flatter you our of your own reaſon, The Word of God, Law of Nz- 
ture, and your own Reaſon ( if you have not loſt it ) will tell you rat 
you are Publick Servants to the People, who gave you your Power, and 
pay you your Wages, For ſhame make no more pretences to a Lordly 
Power over the People, whoie Servants ye are : talk no more of your 
Lordſhips, unleis you mean to declare your ſelves Tyrants, Rulers, 
chief Magiftrates, we own, but nog to be our Lords, but Servants, ac- 
cording to the Word of God, 

You know no other name to call the People by but S»4jeits ; the Law 
of God will teach you a better name, to call them Brethren, and not to ——* 
lift up your hearts in a lordly manner above your Brethren, This was 
the appellation David uicd to give the People, 2 Sam.19, 12, And the 
bord commands proud Rghoboam to own the People for hig _ 
þ K ing. I2, 24. : 

You call your (elves Chriſtian Kings, and Defenders of the Faith, but 
like the Princes of the Gentiles, you exerciſe Lordſhip over the People, 
and againſt their Liberties, Yea, herein you are wotſe than Gentile 
Princes ; for they lorded it over Men, bur you lord it over Saints, the 
truce Nobles of the King of Heaven, Ac 1>, 11, Iſa, 43. 4. You ſay 
you are the Chief, know then you ate the Peoples Servants, Maith.20,27, 
How dare you force the free-born People of this Land to wear that you ____.4 
are their Lords, when the Word of God ſayes expreſly you are their | 

Servants ? 
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Servants > How much better oo, become you to be and 
reſpective to the People, and acknowledge them for your good and fa- 
vourable Lords, as that great Emperour did ? than to be 10 haughty as 
you are ? as if the People were your ſlaves, when in the mean while 
you live upon the Wages they grve you, and are Stipendiaties unto 
them, A Servant honoureth his Maſter, you are the Peoples Servants, 
and ought to honour them, You are not 1gnorant, I ſuppoſe, of that 
cuſtorn of the Roman Emperours to reverence and adore the People. 

How little doyou mind your duty to the People > what is the ſervice 
you do them for the wages you receive, unleſs it be to make them Nlaves 
to your luſts > Let humble David be your pattern, who ſaid unto the 
People, T hat which ſeems beſt unto you will 1 do, 

2, A Ward to ſubordinate Magiſtrates and Officers, , 

Are Kings themſelves the Peoples Servants, and mult yau be Lords > 
What inſolent and abſurd behaviour have I ſeen at the Courts of Pub- 
lick Judicature, from Jucges, Jultices, yea inferiour Clerks themielves? 
what malepert and ſaucy language will they give tomen, whoſe cloaks 
they are ſcarce worthy to carry ? Sirrah, Knave, ang the like, to thoſe 
whoſe ſervants they are, and whom they ought to honour. Burt alas, 
what is {his to deeds ? what are you, for the greateſt part, but very Ca- 

rpillars and devourers of the Land? Is ths your ſervice to the Peo- 
ple, to eat them up as one would eat bread, and make a prey of your Ma- 
ers + And you Conltables and other Officers, who hale men up and 
cown to Priſons for conicience {ak?, becauſe they do what God com- 
mands them ; that beat, wound, yea kill men, who are peaceably aſ- 
ſembled,ro'ſcek the Lord,and build up one anothers ſouls: ls this your 
faithful ſervice to God and the People? you were appointed by the Lord 
to ſerve the,People for their good, is this the good you do'them 7 

Bur you Will lay, We are commanded by the King, and we muſt do it ? 

I anſwer, //hether better toobey God or man, jdge ye? The King 
commands you ; and what, 1s his Command to (tand againſt Gui's ? 

od hath faid, That which « altogether J uſt ſhalt thou do, Deut, 16, wn. 

d will you do that which is unjult, becaute the King commands you 7 
it ſhews you fear him more than God, The King is the People Scryan;s - 
as Well as you, and will you abule your Brethren becaute their Servant 
hids you ? Phrarh commanded the Midwives to kill the male Chil. 
dren, Exod. 1. 16, butthe Miiwives feared God, and cid not 2s th: 
King of Egypt commanded them, ver, 17, If you had the fear of Gur, 
that would reach you not to hale men to Priſon, where they are kepr.t11l 
they are ſtifled co death, becauſe a wicked King commands you, Sul 
bid his Foot-men kill the Puelts, but the Foot-men would not pur for! h 
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theit had to fall opon them, 1 rn... You that are Con 
andorher Officers, ate you not aſhamed co be more baſe and ſlavi | 
Saxl's Foot-men ? Well, know affuredly, that the righteous ul 
call you ro an, account for the injury you have done in this ki | 
perhapt'the People too, before you are cither willing or aware. 

* 3. A Word to the People. S$i2b, ' 

Are Magiſtrates your ſervants? then learn to be wiſe, and know your 
Priviledges for time to come, and be not frighted out of your Right and 
Reaſon at once, by thoſe Traitors and Rebels, who = make you be- 
lieve that it is Treaſon and Rebellion, to call them to account for the * 
Treaſon and Rebellion they are guilty of, The le of Iſrael were 
wiſer than to be frighted out of their Birth-rights, by & 
words, And Oh that my Countrymen would und their Ly 
and Duty in this caſe, and not idolize thoſe who are indeed their Ser. 
vants. Be not ſo fooliſh as to court your Servants While they make you 
flaves, and put a yoke of iron on your neck. For Magiſtrates who are 
made and maintained by us, to proteR us; to opprels, enſlave and aur- 
der us, is the higheſt Treaſon and Rebellion, againſt Gog and us, as all 
wiſe men know. For our Servants who are ſworn to defend us, and 
ſeek our good, thus wickedly to tyrannize over us, is molt ſuperlauve 
Treaſon, and tranſcendent RebeNion, 

Oh what a laviſh ſpirit is there upon England at this day! that we 
ſhould ſuffer our enemies to domineer over us, and give them ſuch ex- 
ceſſive wages for keeping us in ſlavery. No wbnder if this Land be- 
cone a Chaos, when things are turned up-ſide down, Servants become 
our Maſters, 

This is the cauſe why Tyranny hath fo much prevailed both in 
Church and State, the People are not careful to preſerve that Power 
God and Nature bath given them, but ſuffer Magiſtrates and Miniſters 
(which by the Word of God are their Servants) to encroach upon their 
Rights, till at laſt they come tobe their Lords. 

This midwiv'd Lord Biſhops into the world, The Churches grew neg» 
lizent, and ſuffered the Miniſters to take their Power from them, and 
when once thzy had let it goy they could not recover it again, And is 
it not the very ſame in Pohtick affairs? when People are 1a. void of rea- 
ſon as to give their own Power into the Magiſtrate's hahds, or let him 
encroach upon their Liberties, can they expe any other but that he 
will bz their Lord, and they ſhall be his Vadals? But that I may cloſe 
up this Particular, underftand ; Parliaments are the Peoples ſervants, we 
ſend them up as our Truſtees, to make Laws for our good ; if they 
make Laws tor our hurt, to oppre(s and injure us, they arc mg 
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and treactierous ſervanty, MA... 4 'withactotdiaglt” The 
Fing, Judges, Juſtices, Mayors, Conſtables, and all other Ma | 
or Officers, are our ſervants, to prote& us and ſecure us from Vielence. 
amd Opprefhon;; if they break their Truſt and oppreſs us, the Law of 
God and Nature allows us, to call our ſervants to account,puniſh them 
according to their, deſerts, and tutn them out of our ſervice. 


_ <— 


CHAP, VT. 


\ Treating of ſome general Duties which Magiſtrates are obliged to; 1, Ts 
Anſwer the End of Government ; 2, Keep, avd fill up their Relation 
3. Obſerve the Law of God themſelves ; 4. Exerciſe Juſtice ; 54 and 
protett the Land, | 


de Duty of Magiſtrates falls next under conſideration, and be- 

cauſe this Theam is ſo large, that I cannot have room in this Diſ. 
courſe for all the particular Duties of Magiſtrates, either Supream or 
Subordinate, I ſhall only mention ſome general Duties, under which 
many particular are comprehended, 


rt. Then, Magiſtrates ought to make it their great deſign, both in their 
undertaking and exerciſing their Authozity, to anſwer the ends of Go» 
verment, and to proſecute thoſe ends, in the whole ſeries of their tranſ- 
actions, They thovld corader the greatneſs of the work they take in 
hand, the Rriftnels of the account they muſt one day give, and examine 
well their own hearts, whether they mean in «nder:akang, what God did 
in #ſt1#trg Goverment ? whether Gods ends be their ends? whether 
they take the charge upon them for the glory of God, and good of the 
People ; or for baſe enus of Worldly honour and greatneſs ? 
Als ! how fey Magiſtrates are there, whoſe hearts will not condemn 
them in this, if they ſhould but dare to put the queltion to them ? 
Where is the Governor to be found who doth not make his private 
intereſt his cheifeſt end? that doth not take more care to honour him- 
ſelf and his poRerity, than God ? that doth not ſeek the Peoples goods 
more then their good ? as if the People had been made for them,not they 
for the People, This is the mark that Magiſtrates ſhould level at, in 
all their conſultations ; How may [ advance tbe Honour of God,and promote 
the Peoples good ? like Tits Veſpaſian, of whom it 18 recorded, that he 
counted that day Icl?, in Which he had Gone no good, X 
2, Magt- 
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reſpets ble thereto, T : a 7 

x. They muſt fill up their Relation, You are Servants of God,he hath 
entruſted you with Talents, look. you imploy thenr to your Maſters 
uſe. You are Servants to the People, they have given you power to 
employ it in their Service, they alſo pay you your wage* ? Then ſerve 
the People, not your ſelves, O how many Rulers are th re that inftead 
of ſerving God and the People with their Power, ſerve the Devil and 
their Luſts > inſtead of ſerving the Prople, ſerve themſelves of the People, 
You ate called 414x999, your ſervice thould be like thoſe that travel im 
the duſt, that labour and take pains. You are called au7e<yri, Publique 
Servants or Workmen ; you are not to conſume your time and treaſures, 
in idleneſs, but painfulneſs. T7 a the Lion, the Wmcorn, and Beaſts of 
prey for your Arms, asf your Ofhce did allow you to prey upon the 
People as you do ; it were far more ſutable to your relation to give the 
Labowring Ox, thereby to hignifhe that you know your place, and mean 
ts diſcharge the truſt repoſed in you, by taking pains for the People. 
You are called Repairers of Breaches, which will not be done without 
diligence. Magiſtrates are by their Office Nurfing Fathers, then learn 
of Moſes, to catry the People in your boſome, 48 a nurfing father doth 
the ſucking child, Namb. 11, 12, and ſhew your readineſs'to ſerve all 
particular perſons, as ofren as you can ; that they may have occahion to 
ſay, you are the ſervants of God to them for good, Kew, 13.4. Remem. 
ber that which is reported of Tirws Veiþafian, Who is (aid never to have 
ſent away any perſon ſad from his preſence. 

2, Beſure you keep within the circumference of your relation, you 
are Publique Servants, take heed you do not forget your ſelves aud your 
relation, and pleaſe your ſelves with dreams of Lordly Power over the 
People, whoſe ſervants you are, B- provident of the Peoples Trea- 
ſures, be humble in the Pzoplzs preſence, be curteous and affable in 
your carriage, amiable in your countenance ; labour to win the Peoples 
love, by kindaeſs and reſpet, Like Tr4/an the Emperour, who be- 
haved himſelf ſo to the People, as he would have an Emperour to have 
done to him, if he had been a private perſon, Remember the miſera- 
ble ends of Laſcivious Sardanapalns, Luxurious Vitelline, Prodigal He- 
lingabalus, Bloody Nero, and others, who kept not within the bounds of 
their relation, If you tranſgreis the limits of your Ration, and ſpend 
your time in wantonneſs, luxury, prodigality and tyranny ; the People 
one time or other will remember their relation, thongh you forget 
yours. It hath been obſerved by Hiſtorians of the Cabelas of this 
Iſ12, that though they enUure long, they will not endure alwayes. vo 
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will bear nughbeſepn Hay | their ſervants to account, but at 
they uſe to make all even. A that proverbof Nl Keg, 
Oppreſſion make: a wiſe mar mad, | 

- TheWrath of a King is liks the rearing of a Lion, we grant it. - 

But the Wrath of the People 1s hikg the Raging of the Sea, Which will 
overwhelm a thouſand Lions in an inſtance, | 

You ſeem at preſent to imitate Cann!wr, once King of this Iſland, 
who fitting in his Royal Chair by the Sea fide, challengeg a Lordly Pow- 
ex over the Ocean ; and forbid the waves to touch his Robes, threatning 
them, if they did preſume to diſobey bis commands : but the ſturdy 
waves not valuing bis Lordly threats, approached his perſon,wet him to 
the thizhs and skirts, forced him to remove his Chair, and retreat, and 
made him know the Ocean was above him. _ Beware of dallying too 
long with the Britiſh Seas, and lording it over the multitude of Waters; 
if once a Spring-tide ariſe, and Tame and Humber overflow, they will 
acknowledge little. homage to your Lordſhips, and perhaps ſhew leſs. 
They will make you to remove yout Chairs, as Camtw did, and perha 
renounce your Titles alſo, They will wet your thighs,and cool your lults, 
and walh your filthy bloody $kirts ; thoſe Rivers know no Lords, 


3. Athirdduty of Magiſtrates, is, To obſerve the Law of God them- 

ſelves, that ſo they may by their example induce the People to the ſame. 
Hearken not to thoſe wicked Earwigs ; thoſe open Enemies to God, 
the warld, and moſt of all to your ſelves, who tell you that you are a- 
bove the Law. They ſerve their own bellies, and know no other God, 
Tacy are the greateſt Plague and Judgment of the Land :- ſuch. Legers 
ſhould not be endured in the Eng/iſh Camp. Such filthy Lawyers and 
Pcelates are the Foxes and Walves who annoy this Commonwealth; ir 
never will be well with us till they are taken. Vatlets that have re- 
{p24 of perſons, and will tranſgreſs for a piece of bread, Prov, 28, 21, 
What ſeared conſcrences, and whoriſh foreheads, have thoſe men, that 
dare to ſay that the King ts above the Law ? when as the Lord hath given 
a (trict and particulzr charge to the King, to have a ; it by him, 
and read: therein all the dayes of his life, that he may leatn to fear God 
and keep all his Statutes, Dewt,17. 18, 19. If you think you bave ſuch 
zmmunity above other men, put your finger in the flames, and try what 
privil:dg2 you thall bave more.than others. O know that if you break. 
the Law of God, the ſame place is provided for you, that 1s for others, 
Iſa-30. 33+ Tophet # prepared of old, yea for the King it us prepared, Yours 
Flattereys tell you, you may do what you pleaſe, for you are gods ; but 
xf you bieak th: Law of God, yes ſhall dy Likes non, ard fall :k; one of the 
Prances, 
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_ Magiſtrates are to execute . Judement and ice inthe Land, 
rior 13d: Gacaf the Lord ES for _ he thee 
King, to ds Fulgmen 41d Fſtice, Notto do what he litt, as 'the Court- 
Paral(s pretend, that the King can do no evil, Which 4bey gather from 
that place, 1 Samw.8.9 to 19, where the Lord bids Same! tell the Peo- 
ple the manner of 'the King, what he would do; how he would enſlave 
them, and oppreſs them, -make them his Servams, take away their 
goods and poſletions from them, and make them cry out by reaſon of 
th2it oppreſſion ; now hence do thoſe wicked Advocates @& Tyranny 

lead, that it is lawful for a King to do theſe things. 

O filthy and degenerate wretches, Apoltates from the Light of Na- 
ture, m2a given up to a reprobate mind, profeiled enemies to mankind; 
how dare you thus to prevaricate with God and the world ? to father 
your molt damned Nortions, hatched in the loweſt Hell, upon God him- 
ſelf? as if the Judge of the whole Earth ſhould do as unrighteoufly as 
your ſelves. As if the Lord ſhould make a Law for Kings to tyrannize 
and oppreſs th: People without controul ; when ag the Lord hath paItt- 
cularly enjoyned the King t9 keep all the words of his Law, and all bu Sta- 
rates, todo them, D-ut.17.19. the Lord forcſeeing that folly which the 
People would commut in asking a King, mmy hundred years before it 
came to-paſs, made a Law, that if at any time the People ſhould ſay, 
I will ſet a King over me, like the Nations round about, Deat. 17, 14. V 
K ing ſho/d kgep all hw Statutes 4s well us the meaneſt perſon, Andif you 
ask, why then doth-he tell the People ( when they asked a King ) that 
this would be the manner of hum? I aniwer, Not (ye Blaſphemers) as 
if the Lord allowed of ſuch Tyranny, but to deter the P2ople from that 
folly which at preſent did poſleſs them, in asking a King. For the Loid 
was highly diſpleaſed with them for it,. as you may reade at large in the 
ſary, He did grve them their own defue of a King, but in wrath, Hef. 
13, 11, The King was made.to do Judgment and Juſtice : if Tyranny 
and Opprethon be Judgment and Jultice, ic is lawful for the King to do 
that, otherwiſe not. 

So likewiſe Judges and Officers are appointed to judge the Prople with juſt 
Judgment, Deut. 16,18.and the Lord complains of the Magilirates,Plal, 
$2. How long will ye judge nnjuſily, and accepe the perſon: of the wicked ? 
Defend the poor and fatherleſs, do Fuſtice to the affiiited and needy. Deliver 
the poor and needy, rid thei@out of (he hand of the wicked, Hete, gre is the 
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Paty of- but alas what ſhould one ſay uptothem 2 
knew not,neither will they underſtand,'they walk on indaik the 
foundations of the Earth are out of courſe. Ariſe, O God, an judge the 
E&b, for thou ſhalt inherit all Nations. | WW" 

Thus the Apcltle inftrudts us what is the Duty of the Magittrate, Rowe. 
aiſe to them that do well, and to execute wrath 


13, 3, and 4, To give 
thr that do evil: indthe ſame doth the Apoſtle Peter affticm, 2 Per. 2, 
14. But how little are the Scriptures regarded now a-dayes > O what 
cauſe have we'to take up that Lamentation, Iſa. 59. 1,to 16 ? andeſpe- 
cially that, verſ. 1 and 15. Judgement 35 twrned away backward, and 
Taſtice flandeth a-far off ; for Truth 11 fallen in the ſtreet, and Equity can« 

_ yea Truth faileth, and he that departeth from evil maketh bins- 
elf a prey. 

F. PA ffch general Daty of Magiftrates, is to ProteCt and Defend the 
People. Therefore they are called Shepherds, Numb. 27, 17, Whenthe 
Lord told Moſes, that he ſhowld go up to Mount Abarim, and ſee the Land, 
and be gathered to his People, be entreats the Lord to appoint another to [us- 
ceed bim, that the People mught not be as Sheep without 4 Shepherd. So Da- 
vid was choſen by God, to feed his People Iſrael, 2 Sam, 5. 2. That is,to 
be their Shephord and Leader, to watch over them for their ſafety ; Which 
he did according to the integrity of his heart, Pſal. 78, z2, The Title 
of Shepherd is not appropriated ro Miniſters, but belongs to Magiltraces 
alſo ; Now a good Shepherd layes down his Life to Prote&t and Defend 
the Sheep, John 10. 11, Magiltrates are called Shields, Pſal 47. 9. and 
Ho. 4. 18, Her Rulers, the word in the Hebrew 18,her Shields; now the 
uſe of a Shield is to Defend. 

Thus Tola defended [ſrarl, Judg.10. 9. and Gideon hazarded his life 
for the defenee of his Coumry, J«4g.9. 17. not to make himſelf Lord 
over them, ( for that he refuſed afterwards ) He did not fight for Ho- 
nour or Greatneſs, but for the Good of his Country, Thus Nebemyah 
adventured himlſelt in perſon for the Peoples gool, and would not flee 
to ſave his life, and leave the work unfiniſhed, Nebems, 6, 11, though 
there were many and potent enemies round about. He was a Shepherd 
that loved the Flock, a true Shield to defend them from Tobiah, | San- 
ballat, and the reft of God's and their enemies : a Repairer of the Brea- 
ches both in th©People and the Wall. 

But alas, ,poor England ! thy Shepherds are become Robbers, thy 
Princes within thee are roaring Lions, ty Judges are evemvg Wolves ; 1n- 
ſtead of defending the Flock, they devour it, Thy Shiclas ave become 
Swords, Which pierce thine own bowels, TY Rulers ivitead of repaicy 
ing thy Breaches,thiow down thy Walls,and widen the Breaches among 
thy Inhabitants more and mote, Þuc 
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who break cþe bones of the Lords People, ind chop them 1if pieces for thr yorg 
and boil them in the caxidron, The day ts conting when you |hall cry wants the 
ord, but he will not brar'yow, be will even hide his face from you, @ you 
have bebaved your ſelves il im your doings, Mich. 3, 1,to 5, You are the 
Shepherds of this People, therefore chus ſaith the Lord, ws be tothe 
Sh:pherds of England,that 4» feed themſelves: foould you not feed the Flock ? 
Ye eat ihe fat, ye claath you with the wool; ye kill them that ave fed, but ye 
feed not the Flock; with force and with crnrlty have ye ruled them, Bf i4 
I am againſt the Shepherds,and I will require my flack at their hand,and cauſe 
them to ceaſe from ferdirg the flock , neither ſhall they feed themſclues any 
more ; for [ will delvver wy firck from their mouth, that they may nat be 
meat for them, Ezek, 34. 1,10 11, 

I ſhall infit no lonyer on the Magiſtrates Duty at preſent, but come 
to his Due, which is contained in thoſe four Particulars mentioned in 
the Deſcription of Magiltracy, 

Power, ; . 
Tribute, 
Homour, 
And Obediezce ; with two Reſtrigions applicable to them all. - 
Firſt, The Profortion : what is due. 
Secondly, Th: Reaſon ; Therefore. 
I ſhall begin in the next Chapter with the Power of the Magiſtrate, 
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Treating of the Power which the Magiſtrate is to be entruſted withal; 

| fhewing that he it to have ſo much Power 44 us adequate to (he end of 

* Government, relation of a publick Servant, and duties of bus place ; and 
that he hath no r18.t to any Power contrary ro that, 


Am now come tothe Magiſtrates due, or to treat of what is due te 
him from the People, which 1s principally comprehended in feur 
particulars. 
I ſhall bzgin with the firſt, Power, 
By the word Power, 1 mean not Awrhority, but fireng:h ſufficient for : 
. te 


, 


48 ) 

the performance of truſt, God, rhe People haye | in hie: 
which by the ks ieatied Frag and by the. ye en bins 
fers from ifeuvla Amtherity, which is menyioned, Row, 13, 1, Becauſe 
* Power is a means of carrying on,. ox executing Authority, And there. 

fore that word tranſlated Power, bad been bentes rendred Axutherity. For 
the Power or Strength which the Magiſtrate hath put into his hand i 
mentioned afterward in the 4th. Yerſe, under the name of a Sword. A 
the Magiſtrate is ſaid to bear the Sword, becauſe it is delivered inte hig 
hand for the performance of his duty, But to be more plain in this par. 
ticular, I ſhall ſhew you what Power 18 the Magiſtrates due,and what nor, 

1, Then Poſitively, The Magiſtrate is to have ſo much Power or 
Strength, as may conduce to the Glory of God, and Good of the Peo- 
ple ; as is adequate to the End of Government, For otherwiſe the Of- 
fice were a vain thing, if it were not invelted with Power ſufficient to 
anſwer the End of ics Inſt cution, 

2. Somuch Power, as is adequate to the relation heisin, That is, 
a publick and yorure Servant, Of God, and To the People. For to make 
a Servant, and give him too little Power tor the relation you ſet himin, 


—"Wete to ſet upa man of ſtraw, or the Pifture of a Magiſtrate, 


3. So much Power, as may enable him to perform the duties of his 
place ; to execute Juſtice, to Puniſh theſe that do Evil, and Reward 
thoſe that do Well, Koms. 13.4. And to defend the Nation in genezal, 
and every one in particular under his charge, 

Thus all, both Superiour and Subordinate Magiſtrates, muſt have 
Power (ufhcient to perform the Duties of their ſeveral Rations, and the 
Truſt which the People repoſe in them. This I think none will deny ; 
but the queſtion will principally be, what Power the Magiſtrate ought 
not to have ? 

For the greateſt inconveniences of Government ly in the exceſs of 
th2 Magiſtrates Power ; I ſhall therefore ſpend moſt time about that, 

1, Then Negatively. The Magiſtrate is not to have any Power which 
is for the Peoples hurt ; he was made for their good, and no reaſorrhe 
ſhould have any power for their hurt ; power enough to make the Peo- 
ple flaves when ever he _—_ to perſecute them for doing well, to 
take away RC iberties or Lives unjuſtly, this Power ts not 
his die; becauſ©fr is contrary to the End for which he was made, The 
Perples good, Rom.13.4. , 

It is a madneſs in any People, to ſuffer. their, Magiltrates to take ſo 
much Power into their hands, as doth enable them when they pleaſe to 
hit and oppreſs the People ; it were not ſafe to truſt the beſt man alive, 
wi.h ſo much Power as to be able to injure us if he would : for it is a 
common 
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common thing for Goveradits zy the Hypocfireg ; begin to govern 
well till they have cunningly eſtabliſhed themſelves, and got power 
enough into their hands to oppreſs the Pe ple, and then begin to Ty- 
rannizz, Thus did Nero himielf ; his fiiſt five years he reigned well : 


in the Throne, and were poſleſſed of as much Power as they thought 
ted all manner of outrages. 


Relation of the Peoples Servant ; to have 10 much Power as to make 
himſelf their Lord : If a People will be ſo unwiſe as to give the Magi- 
firare Lordly Power, they may well be jure. he will uje it to there 
thraldom; and do we not had it by woful experience this day ? what 
are we berter than ſlaves 2 when upon any pretence of the Gourt, they 
fetch Mzn out of their Houles, where they are peaceably following their 
Callings ; and though they ave nothing to charge them withall, yer 
ſend them away to Priſons, where they keep them to the ucter undorng 
chem and their Families ; how many hundreds have been thus deal 


Is not this the very higheſt ſlavery ? when Men dare not pray, or preach, 
or meet together to worſhip God, but they are haled to Dungeons. 
Oh Exgland ! this could not have been, if thou hadſt been ſo wile, as to 
have kept thy Power in thine own hangs, arid given no more to thy Ser- 
vants than 1s ſufficient to perform thy ſervice. 

3. Magittrates ſhould not have Power topervert Juſtice, and deſtroy 
a Land; their duty 1s to execute Juſtice, and defend us; and are they 
not berefr of Reaſon, who would give them Power todeftroy and ur 


of the King, isby interpretation a giving away of their Birthright, ard 
expoling their Lives, Liberties and Eftates to his will: For if the King 
may command the M.litia as he pleaſerh, what Tyranny is too hard for 
him ? 1 deny not but the King is 16 b2ar the Sword for execution of Ju- 
tice, and defending the People ; but to have the Militia wholly at his 
diſpoſal, is not that Sword cue to him ? for that is to have power to make 


And Tyberins did the lame ; but when they hadeftabliſhed themſelves' 
ſufficient; murdered tht Senators, oppreiled the People, and commit” OO 


2; The Magiſtrate is not to have ſo much power as is unſutable to his 


withal, fince theſe men have had this exorbitant Power in their hands? 


doz us? Fora Pcople to give the Power of the Militia into the hanc's 


the People Nlaves when he pleaſeth. And do nor we find the ſad effe&gs______. 
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of this at preſent, when the Walls of our Cities are thrown dewn in a 
time of Peace (afrer an AR of Indemnity) which are the ſtrength and de- 
fence of our Land, in caſe of a Forreign Invaſion ? 

ObjeAt. We ſee this now, but it is too Late, the Parliament bave given the 
Power of the Militia to the King,and ſince all Authority is a us, what 
can we do? | 
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| ys liging. But it is not in our power.to give away ſelf and family-de- 


" the Power of preſerving his own, but eſpecially his Wiſe, his Children, 
and Poſferinies Lives, Liberties and Eftates ; becauſe both the Law of 


Fo.) \ 

Anſw, The Parliament —_—_ Servants 25 well as the King : we. 
chuſe a King to-.govern us for our good, to preſerve our Lives.Libertics 
and Eſtates ; we chuſe a Parliament, ſend them up to conſult our Safe- 
ty, to aſſert our Liberties and Priviledges, to make Laws for the Glo. 
ry of God ang our Goog ; theſe our Servants conſpire againlt their Ma 
lters, and have wickedly robbed us of our Power, and thared it among 
themſelves.; we ate no more bound to ſubmit to their uujuſt and molt 
prefidious Acts, than a Maſter is bound to-ſtand ill, and let his Ser. 
vant give away his Goods, and undoe him, 

What Authoricy had a Parliament to give away our Birthrights, to- 
enſlave the Corporations and Counties that ſent them up to aflert their 
Freedoms, and to expoſe us to the luſts of wicked Oppreflors ? to give 
away the Militia of the Land to the King, to he diſpoted of for our ſla- 
=_ ? for who knowes not that it is put into the hands of bloody Papifts, 
and Sons of Cruelty and Oppreſſion, 1n moſt parts of the Land ? -Did 
God give them this, Authority ? who dates ſo to blaſpheme ? Did the 
People give them any ſuch Commiſſion ? not in- the leaſt ; and there- 
fore I conclude they had no authority at all ro do it, That they have 
no authority from the People, 1 make good thus, - + 

1, There is no People can be ſuppoled to be fo deſtitute of reaſon, 
and ſuch Enemies to themſelves, thei? Little-ones, and Poſterity, as 
to ſend up Trultees to en{lave them, and. undee them, to give away 
their Birthrights and Priviledges,, to expoſe. their Lives, Liberties and 
Eſtates to Tyranny. 

2, If any People ſhould be ſo fooliſh to ſend up Truſtees with a Com- 
miſſion of this nature, yet 1t were unlawſully done ; it were againſt 
the Law of God and Nature, and the Grant it ſelf null and void, 

It were a wicked and treacherous thing, for any man to = away 


God and Nature, oblige a man to preſerve all theſe; to give away the. 
power of ſelf-defence from my ſelf, 1s moſt abominable treachery to 
my lelf. 

To eive it away from my Wife and Children, is moſt curſed and un- 
natural treachery to.them ; and if a man (hculd give away this Power 
to another, yet the other hath no right to it by that grant ; it i$asf it 
had been never-given, There are two infallible Maximes which make 
this good ; Whatever a man gives, if ut wereuat an by power to groeit, ts 


fence; and therfore if a man ould doit, yer the grant were not obliging, 
Another Maxime as certain is ihat ; Againſt the Law of God or Na- 
were ohing binds ; Bui to give avay the Power of Self and Family-defence, 
[i 
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to a King or Parliament, or bath, or to any ther Perſon or Perſons, is againſt 
the Law of God and Nature : And therefore if a People ſhould be (o ig- 
norant 28 to do it, yet it doth not at altbind them. Suppoſe a Man 
ſhould give the King or Parliament an abſolute Power over himſelf, his 
Wife and Children, and they (ſhould come to raviſh his Wife,or murder 
his Children before his face, were he bound to Rand Rill and ſuffer it? 
no ſuch'thing ; the Law of God and Nature binds him to reſcue his Wife 
and Children, if it be in his power, notwithitanding that unlawful A& 
of his in giving them away before. 

The Parliament had no Authority fromGod to betray our Rights and 
Liberties; for God ordain?d Magiſtrates not for our hart, but* good, 
Roms, 13-4. They could have no authority from us, becauſe the Law of 
God and Nature obligeth us to defend them; and therefore there is in- 
deed nothing but a pretence of Authority, which is as meer a cheat as 
any in the world ; and we have the ſane right to all our Freedoms and 
Priviledges, that we had before they gave them from us ; and as ſoon 
as we can; 1t is not only our Liberty, but Duty, for the ſake of our 
Wives, Children, and Poſteriry, to reſume them again, and to turn 
theſe unfaithful Stewards out of our Service, With wages ſuitable to 


'. their merits. 


The Lawyers ſay there are ſome caſes, wherein,though theKing make 
a Grant to a perfon by his Letters Patent, yet nothing paſleth to che 
Patentee. 

I am ſure if Scripture, or Reaſon, or both, may give Judgement in 
our caſe, though the Parliament have given away our Birthrights perfi- 
dionſly to the King, yet nothing paſled of right tothe King thereby. ' 

_Jhe Parliaments giving our Birthrights to the King,is jult of as much 
force, as if the Convocation of Prelates, or Council of Biſhops, ſhould 
give our ſuls to the Devil; they have as much Power to do the lat« 
ter, as thz Parliament have to do the former ; for both are againſt the 
Law of God and Nature : and the King hath juſt as much right to our 
Liberties, by the Parliaments Donation, as the Devil hath to the ſouls 
of thoſe, whom the B:ſh»ps excommunicate and curſe. 

Let us not be ſuch Children in underſtanding, as to be frighted with a 
Pretence of Authority, to oppreſs us ; far they have no other Authority, 
but what is dzrived from the Devil, and our perfidions Servants, the 
Parliament, who have ſold Mts for nought, 
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CHAP, VIIr, 


Come from the Power due to the Magiſtrate, tn the Tribute ; and I 
thall reſolve this as I did the former, x, Poprirely, 2; Negas 
tively, 

r, Pofurvely. Firſt, So much Tiibute as is necclary for proſecu- 
ting the Ends of Government ; viz. the Glory of God, and Good of 
the People, that is due to the Migiltrate , and the People are in juſtice 
bound to render unto him. 

Secondly, So much as 1s ſuitable to the Relation he is in, S:rvants 
muſt have ſuſhcient Wayes to perform their Service ; yea, it is their due 
in point of Equity, | 

Magiſtrates are our Servants, ani Wages competent to their Office 
1s their due from us, Many Towns, Cities and Nations, have been de- 
froyed becauſe their Magiſtrates had not Wages enough to perform their 
S2rvice. Conſtantinople was made a prey to the Turk, by & Covetoul. 
neſs of the Citi7:ns, who would not furniſh the Emperor with Money 
ſufficient for the defence of 'the City, 

Thirdly, So much Tribute as is neceflary for the ſeveral Duties of 
Magiſtrates, is due to them, to carry on Juſtice, and protect the Land 
which varies. according to the greatneſs of their truit, and various E. 
mergencies of publick 2ffaires ; which is the rule by which the Magi- 
ftiates Wages is to be proportioned. 

2, Negatvely, What-ever Tiibute is indeed hurtful to the People, 
18 not due to.the Magiſtrate ; becauſe it is contrary to the End for which 
Magiſtracy was ordained ; he was made for their good, therefore they 
are not bound to maintain him to their hurt, If a Magiſtrate will have 
a Tax to maintain a ſtanding Army, which ſhall keep the People in 
flavery, ihty are not bound to pay it, becauſe it 1s for their hurt, If a 
Tax ſhould be levied for building, Pauls, or any other Superſtitions buſi- 
eſs, which is burdenſome to the People. they are not bound to pay it 
to cheir hure, 

What ever Tribute the Magiſtrate demands not correſpondent to his 
Relation, we are not bound to pay him, If a Wagiſtrate will multiply Sil. 
ver,Gold, Horſes, Wives (or Whores) to himſelf, and in order thereunto 
liy Taxes upon the People, they are not bound to pay what he requires ; 
becauſe the Lord hath forbid him to multiply S:/ver, Gold, or Horſes, 
(ard by conſequence other things) to himſelf, Dent, 17, 16, 17, n_ 
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the expreſſion ; Ro : 4s if the Lord ſhould have (aid, I allow 
the King Silver, and Gold, and Horſes enough to carty on the publick 
Aﬀairs of Government, bur he ſhall not (atisfie his own Pride or Co- 
verouſneſs, or other lults, out of your Purſes, _ 

We are bound co maintain the Magiſtrate as our Servant, not ag our 
Lord ; we are to pay him Tribute for the exzcution of Juſtice, not for 
the maintaining of Pride and Ambition : for the Command of Cod re- 
quires us to pay no more Tribute than is due, Rom,13,7, Tat runs, 

What T:ibute is proportionable to the Relation of a Magiſtrate, I 
acknowledge to be his due, ſo long as he performs his duty to the Peo- 
ple ; but if he perſecute them for doing well, and oppreſs them, they 
are under no obtigation from the Law cf God or Nature to maintain 
him. The reaſon why the Word of God commands us to render Tri- 
bute to the Migiltrate, is bzcauſe, He i the Miniſter of God 109 for 

ood, Rom. 13. 7. and 4th-verſes compared : Render therefore to all their 
, 2% Tribute to whom Tribute due &c, verſ.7, Wherefore > Becauſe he 
& the Miniſler of God to thee for good, verſ.4, And yet more plain, verſ, 
6. For, for this cauſe pay you Tribute alſo, for they are God's publick Ser 
wants, attending continually upon this very thing. What thing is that ? 
That which he mentioned ver,q. praiſing them that do well, puniſhing thets 
that do ill, 

How manifeſt is it from this place Mhat the cauſe why we are to pay 
Tribute to the Magiltrate, is for the good he doth us ; Becanſe be # a 
Servant of God to us for Good, . 

But what if they be Minillers of the Devil to us for hurt ? pupiſhin 
us for doing well, attending continually upon our detitudtion, doin 
they can to enſlave vs,and oppreſs us, are we for this cauſe to pay them 
Tribute ? then may we call darknels light,and light darkneſs ; for theſe 
two cauſes are as contrary, as Chriſt and Belial, Heaven and Hell. 

When Kehoboam refuſed to eaſe the People of their burdens, they eaſ- 
ed themſelves, by caſting off hus Toak , I Kings I2, 4. though they had 
endured many Oppreſhons in S/omons time, yet they would not endure 
italwayes : And lo may any People juſtly rejeR ſuch Governours, as 
lay intolerable Taxations and Exattions upon them: And why ſhould we 
be ſo laviſh as to pay theſe men Wayes, for chaſtifing us with Scorpions # 
are we becomeServants,are we homeborn-flaves ? why are we thus ſpot- 
led > The young Lyons roar on ws, they yell & make our Land waſte, Jer.2,14. 

Oh !. what a cry is there in the Land, of the poor and needy that pe- 
riſh for want of that which theſe wicked wretches ſpend upon their 
luſts ? for by reaſon of their Tyranny and Oppreſſion, Trade iogrievouſ- 
ly obſtructed, by which the Poox ſhould be maintained, and Taxes _ 
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rinually mulciplyed ; ſo that thz greateſt number of thoſe who uſed ts 

relieve the Poor, have ſcarcely now to provide for themſelves and Fa- 

mily ; and what they would give to the Poor, is forced from them by 

the Governours to maintain their Pride and Luxury, while the Poor 

pine away in neceſſity : And think you "tig their due, to have the Patri- 
| many of the Poor, to fulfill their lutts mt Are we bound to pinch 

our ſelves, and ſtarve our Poor,to make tuel for the luſts of Rulers ? 

Objet. But da:h not Chriſt command us to render to Cafar the things 
that are Czſars ? that ts to pay Tribute to him, 

Sol. Render to Ceſar the things that are Ceſar; ; that is, what is Ceſars 
due, render unto him. - This1s the ſame With what the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Rom.13.7. Render therefore to every one his due, Tribute to whom Tribute 
@dve., Our Saviour ſay:s no more than this, what is jultly due to Cz- 
ſar, that render to him, 

2, But Chriſt leaves the Queſtion unreſolved, whether Tribute were 
due to Ceſar or no, he {eems rather to evade than to reſolve the Q"eſti- 
on, by an Anſwer that was dark and duþious, capable of divers inter- 
pretations, which produced wonder,not fatisfaCtion,in theInterrogators; 
for it is not ſaid they liked his anſw2r,6»r they marvelled at it,and left him, 
&c. ver.22, concluding that they w2re too weak to enſnare him,by the 
wiſe anſwer he gave them at firſt word, It you ſay, doth not Chriſt infer 
that Txibute money was Ce/arsglue, becauſe it had Ceſars Image and 
Superſcription ? I anſwer, No;forby that argumept,all the money in the 
.L and were Ceſars, for it had his Image, and no man were worth a pen- 
ny. Chiiſt rather ſeems to confound the Queriſts, than reſolve the 
Queſtion ; but however, he enjoyns us to pay no more than his due, 

3- But take notice of this, that he joyns God's due and Ceſars toge- 
ther ; Give unto Ceſar the things that are Caſars, ard nnto God the things 
that are God's ; now the Poors due is God's, Prov.1o. 17. It # lemt to 
G24; and by the Law of God and Nature, the Poor have a right in out 
ERates, and ought to be maintained, and not forced to beg or (teal, as 
many thouſands are at this day : And ſor us to give theſe men what they 
deinand, to ſupport their luſts (if we can tell how to avoid it) is to de- 
prive the Poor-of their right, and ſo rob God of his due, under a pre- 
tence of giving Ceſar that which is not due to him, 

For whatever power Ceſar and his Oſkcers have to rod the Poor, and 
ſpznd their due in Laſciviouſneſs, Exceſs of Wine, Revellings, Bartquet- 
ings, and other abominable Prophaneneſs, yet ſure I am they have no 
right to do it, 

But alas, may we not ſee thatevil, Eccleſ.4.1. I returned (ayes So- 
lomon ) and conſidered all the Oppreſſions that are done der the Sun, Fs 

behold 
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behold the tears of ſuch as were RPA and they had no comforter 3; and 
on the ſide of their Oppreſſors was power, but they bad no comforter, o Ai 4 
roaring Lion ard ranging Bear, ſous a wicked Ruler over the poor People, 
Prov.28,15. 

OJ. But did nat Chriſt bimſelf pay tribute towicked Rulers, Matth, 17, 
27, and are no; we bound to be follawers of Chriſt Jeſus ? 

Sol, The Text (ayes no ſugh thing, as that Chrilt paid Tribute, but 
thac by gave thz Tubuce-gatherers « piece of money, /eſt they ſhould be of - 

ended, 

4 Th: Tribute-gatherers ask Peter, Doth your Maſter pay Tribute ? ver, 
24, »*f 7wai?it leems they queltioned whether he would or no ;. for they 
look'd upon him as an enemy to the Monarchs of this world ; but Peter 
thought Chriſt would have paid it, and therefore anſwers, Yes: butas 
he was coming to ask of Chrilt, our Sxviour prevents him with this que- 
ltion ; Do the Kings of the Earth take Tribute of Strangers,or Children? Of 
Strangers, (ayes Peter, Then are the Chilayen free, fayes Chnlt : Never- 
theleſs lef we ſhawld cf; cnd them, give them a piece of money. As if hethould 
have ſaid ; Iney as« thee whether I do not pay Irbute, 's Tixii ? Whe- 
ther I donot pay it as a due? I tell thee, no ; we are Children'of the 
Nation, free perſons, and they have no nght to it from us ; yet let 
we offend them, give them a piece of money, 43 Jos, 

Oby. But were not Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as members of the Commun- 
wealth, bound to bear @ ſhare in the 1ch.charges of the Nation — 

Yes, in all juſt ani! reatonable Taxes ; but this ſeems to be ar «njw/t 
and oppre/tve Tax, ſuch as Kings did not uſe to lay vpon Natives of the 
Land, bur Strangers, tuch as they had conquered : now Chriſt and Peter » 
b:ing free-born perſons, and Children of the Nation, were 1n point of 
Equity fxee from this Tax ; And lo are we from-thole unreaſonable Exe 
actions, whish at preſent are laid upon us ; We are not in conicience 
bound to pay what they demand, for the ſatisfaction-of theic huts, and 
continuation of our own ſlavery. 
, Obj. Bur doth nat Chriſt's giving mnoey to the Tribmte-gatherers, leſt he 
ſhould offend them, oblige ws to grue mone) to- our Tritute-gatherers rather 
than proe them offence ? 

Sol. Not at all, for the caſe differs exceedingly, 

1, Chriſt and Peter were but two perſons, and for them two toſtand 
; out againſt the Rulers oppreffion, when all the Nation ſubmitted to ir, 
was 1n vain, Chriſt took upot him the form of a ſervant, and was plea- 
ſed to humble himſelf ſo, as to live in a low condition in the world, and 
did not come to determine Political Controverhes, by bis Kingly Pow- 
er, but to be in a ſufferivg condition ;, and apleis be ſhould have ch 
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erc:d the Power of his Godhead, in vindication of his own and the 
Nations Librties (which at that time was not his work) it had been 
in vain tocontend with them. But ic will not follow hence that the 
greet part of the Nation had refuſed to (ubmir to that unjuſt Tax and 
heavy burden, it had bezn unlawful for them {o to do, or is for us at 
this time. 

2, Chriſt and Peter had a ſpecial woriao do which the People of the 
. Lind had not; he was ſent to preach Glad-tydings to finners, to ſeek 
and fave loſt ſouls, and to make known the Myſtery which had been hid 
from Ages; and if he ſhould have contended with the Rulers about 
Taxes, at luch a time when the Nation ſubmitted, it would have been 
the way to have hindered the work he came about ; the Rulers would 
have been offended, andſo have oppoſed his Preaching : but ic will not 
follow hence that the generality of the Nation, Who had no ſuch ſpecial 
work to do,might not have contended With their Rulers,for their jutt Li. 
berties and Immunitizs, and c3lt off thoſe heavy Burdens, which the Gce 
vernours laid upon them ( as they did in Kehoboar,'s time) or that we 
may not contend with our Oppreſlors, 

3. Chriſt could avoid offending the Magiltrates by ſuch a way as we 
cannot : he wrovght a mirfcle, and got the money he gave to them out 
of th: mouth of a Fiſh : we cannot give them what they demand, buc 

2 muſt rake it out of the _— our Wives and Children, and the 
Poor, who pei:ih for want of thre give to the Magiltrace, to ſpend 
upon his luſts, Tfall the People of wiom theſe nen demand ſuch un- 
reaſonable Tiihute, could create money ; or by a miracle get it, withour 
depriving their Wives and Children, and the Poor of their due, there 
might be ſomething more tobe ſaid for giving them money ( though 
that would nor make it our duty) but ſure we cannot give them what 
they ask, without impoverithing our Relations,and famiſhing rhe Poor 
of the Land ; I conclude there is nota ſhadow of any Obligation up- 
on us, to give them that which they require, 

Object. But would you makg particular perſons Judges in thair own caſe, 
wherher the Tribute which Magiſtrates demant be juſt and reaſonable, or ne- 
ceſſary for the Publich affairs ? by this means ut were 1mpoſſuble for a Govern 
meat to ſubſiſt, For ſome ont of Ignorance, others out of ( ovetouſneſs, or En- 
wy, will be alwayes conslaining and never con:ribute freely to the Publick, 
charge, and ſo the Nation be undone, 

Sal. Every free-bon perſon may be conſidered under a twofold capa- 
city, Pnvate, or Publick. | 

1. 'A Private capacity, 28 h2 is one ſingle perſon, disjoyned from the 


reſt of the Nation, and to private perſons are not Judges in their own 
Caſe, 
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Calog ht ribute. they are to pay the Magiſtrate, but.ought te-ſubmir 
to the £162 of the whole Nationgunleſs ty: certain thar it be 
unjuſt ; for if particular perſons are certain that t ous Nation de- 
cree an untighteous Decree, «they are not bound to ſubmit unto it, For 
inſtance, if a whole, Nation (hnuld denounce an unjult Judgement ugon 
any one, to confiſcate his ERate, or take away his Life, for that which 
he had not commicted, ar for doing that which God had commanded 
him to,do ; he were not bound co ſbmit to this unjuſt Judgement, 
but might lawfully fly, and preſerve his Life, and carry away his Eſtate 
alſo if hz conld. So likewiſe, in matters of Tribute, if a'Nation ſhould 
by common ſuffrage,decree an unrighreous War,to invade their Neigh- 
bours cauſcleſly ; a Supeifſtitious or Idolatrous Temple to be erected, 
a Hzathzni(h or Ancichiiltian Fzalt to be celebraced at Publick Charges, 
and appoint 2 Tax for defraying the colt ; in theſe or ſuch like unlawful 
Scatures, a private perſon may refuſe to ſubmit to the whole, or to bear 
any part in it ; Becauſe their Judgement is contrary to the Law of God, 
But now if a Nation ordaina Tax which is not contrary to the Law 
of God, in tifis caſe a private Perſon, is not to be his. own, Judge, bur 
to ſubmic to the Judgement of the whole. As if a Nation by Publick 
conſent, ordain a Tax to be raiſed for maintaining a Navy, to defend 
them by Sea,an Army by Land,to buytd Garriſons for commonSecurity, 
or a hundred other lawful things that m_ be mentioned in ſuch caſes, 
a private perſon is not to be his own Jadge, what he ought to pay the 
Magiſtrate, but to ſubmit to the Judgement of the whole, becauſe hem 
may be need of that which he doth not apprehend, of 
2, But ſuppoſe it were lo, that in no caſe, a private perſon might be 
his own Judge againſt the»whole ; yet conſider a man in his publick 
Capacicy, as he is conjoyned with the whole, and ſo he is a Judge in his 
own caſe. For all particular perſons make up the whole, and in that re- 
ſpe& are Judges over the Magiſtrates ; whom they made for their good, 
and miincain as their Servants ; judges what Puwer , and Wages, is 
fit for their Servants to have. 
Qu2. But how ſhall we diſtinguiſh between ſuch Tribute 44 15 duggand ſuch 
as is mat due ? for we bad need be certain that it is not due if we refuſe to 
ay if, 
| Aiſw, 1, When Magiltrates require Tribute for unlawful uſes. For 
inſtance, if cthzy will have Taxes to maintain their Pride,Covetoulneſs, 
Laſciviouſne(s, Luxury, Prodigality, we are not bound to pay what they 
d:-m14, I deny not but in prudence we may give it them, in caſe we 
Cannot avoid it,without our own undoing ; a$ a man would rather give 


bis Purſe co a Thiet, chan be killed : But in Conſcience we are __ go 
refule, 
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ear reed rk net e Autrnbnr hoe? oe | 
| 4 ar Eout money,nct for our t ſerve 
own Lufts with ur wages, we are not bound to maintain them, 
O how many Hundred Thouſands, nay Millions of money have rheſe 
men ſqueezed our of __ England within this rs > which hath 
1 all ſpent upon their Luxury and pur Slavery, Wharittumeſuradle 
tide and Waftfulneſs are rhey guilty of ? 'who is able to fathom che 
Covetouſneſs of the Clergy and Lawyers? the inſatiable Rapacity of 
the Courtiers ? who like the Grave, never ſay, "tis,cnough, A Generati- 
on, whoſe teeth are as __ and their jaw teeth are Knives, to devour the 
poor from off the Earth, and the needy from among men, Prov. 30, 14,* A 
Whirl-pool that ſucks in what ever comes near 1t, and ſo great, that if 
God permit them to continue a few years more, ney will ſuck in the 
whole Land, A bottomleſs Pit as-deep as Hell ir ſelf, And think you 
that it is your duty to maintain Play-houſes and Whore-houſes for the 
Counrtiers, with that which ſhould _— Children bread, or feed the 
hungry bellies, and cloath the naked backs of the Poor 2, 

2. When the Great Ones lay the burden on the Mean , the- Rich 
caſt the burden on the Poor, the Poor are not bound to bear the burden 
forthe Rich. 

If a Parliament, conſiſting of Eords, Knights and Genflemen, who 
have the greateſt part of the Revenues of the Land,will caſt the burden 
of the Taxes upon the poor Handy-crafts-men and Labourers, who get 
their Livipg by-the ſweat of their brows, it is unjuſt and not at all ob- 

ory. 

_ When the Tribute is more than the People are able to pay, with- 
out impoveriſhing the Land, and impairing the Commog-weakh when, 
nota few: covetous or envious perſons, but the generality of the Nation, 
an under their burden, and complain *tis more than they are able to 
ar, and the Governours lay on more load ſtill; in this caſe the Go- 
vernouts are Oppreflots,and the People may remedy themſelves if they 
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Obje&t. But the Prople have entruſted the Parſiament with thit affair, 
«wd therefore what Tribute their Truſtees bave ordained, they are bound 
t0-pay. 
| 501 I fay as before, 'in- the cafe of Power, we give the Parliament 
Authority to raiſe ſuch Tribute avis ſufficient for our ſecurity, and the: 
Service the King is to do us ; bur we give them no Power to. impoveriſh 
or oppreſs-us, to give away. our Wives and Childrens bread, to main» 
tain a company of Proud, Lazy, Drunken, Debauched Courtiers , fly 
idle Drones, who will not work. ; and therefore by the Law oo 
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Could not eat, 2 : 3. 10. OR Yngts 
Ef fa tix Ver ad Chibenqd he 
Proviſion for the Lufts of their cruel Tas! who (peil themoof all 
theic Liberties, bath as Men and Chriſtians, is more « hundred 
Parliaments have Power te decree, and we are unwiſe to endure, 
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CHAP. IX, 
Treating of the Honour which ts due to the Magiſtrate. 


N the handling of this Particulzr, I ſhall obſerve the ſame Meded 
|| Ldid in the former, and ſhew you, 

Firſt, What honour is due to the Magiſtrate, 

Secomdly, What is not, 


I, Then, we owe to ſuch Magifrates ag are 4 Terronn te rand Whrks and 
« Praiſe tg thew that de Well, the Hohour of ſuch juſt and lawful Titles as 
the People beſtow on them ; as' King, Judge, Sherif, Mayor, os the 
nyt is (0 clear both in the Old and New Teſtament, that it needs 
no proof. 

2, We owe to them the acknowledgement of the good: ſexvice they 
do uy! and thankful acceptation thereof, although it be-no more then - 
their duty. 

Thus we read the People did uſe to acknowledge _ they had 
received, by Moſes, Foſhua, Gidern, David, and other g 
and monrned for them at their Death : and good reaſon, for the happi- 
nels of a Land is bound up in the Government thereof, 

Such Princes as Govern well, deſerve Ticles of Honour : The Re 
mans Were wont to give the Titles of Pater Patrie to their good E 
rours, 2s they did to Augn/bu, Antoninns, Pixe,and others. And 
who refuſed to be called the Peoples Lord (as I mentioned before ) 

did with the higheſt (atisfaRtion, and thankfulneſs, embrace that Title 

of the Father of his Country, The Title of Lord of the Country, is far in- 

——_ in the Judgement of all wiſe men, to that of Father of tbe 
onntry. : 

Yea good Magiſtrates deſerve to be honourably mentioned after 
death, and hadin bleſſed Memory by - ity z 2s Edward the Sixth, 
that young J+/ab, is, and will be. ao the W end. 

3» We owe them Honout incor geſzont, end behaviour, ay 
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the Lords People were wont to-do, bodinp ab Hezd and the Body, in 
tokzn of that honour which was due to them. Thug did Narhas to Da- 
wid, 1 King. 1, 23: Thus did Mephiboſheth, 2 Sam. 9. 8. Araunab, 
ix Chron, 21, 21, AndT judge ir very lawful and typiſte th ſhew bo- 
dily reſpe& to g60d Magiltrares ; although Lcannotthink it lawful for 
a Magiſtrate to puniſh any of the People, who are not ſatisfied of the 
lawfulneſs thereof ®and upon that account do refuſe ſuch ceremonies, 
as putting off the hat,or the-like. | ' 

Bur in the next place, What honour is not due to the Magiſtrate ? 

1, Falſe ar flattgring Titles are not his due, though he be the beſt 
man upon*Earth, Job 32; 21. Let me net, I pray you, accept ary mans 
perſon, neither let ne give flattering Titles unto man ; for I know not to give 
Pairering Twles : in ſo doing my makgr would ſoon take me away. 

To call a man Defender of the Faith, who is a Perſecmoy of it, To call 
a profane Tyrant,Gracions 3 'O what abominable Rattery and falſity is 
this ? Tocall wicked, perjured, profane Dukes, or bloody minded Popih 
Archbiſhops, your Grace ; what 1s it leſs than Blaſphemy ? It were fitter 
to caſl them-your Vice, then your Grace. 

Oi you flatrering Prieſts, Courtiers, Lawyers, and others who thus 
accuſtome your mouthes to lyes,rhat you drawthem in like your breath ; 
conſider what your portion will be from the Lord, Rev.21,8, you ate all 
to be caſt into the Lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone. The getting of 
treaſares by a lying tongue, 1s a vanity toſſed to and fro of them that eek 
Kath, Prov. 21, 6, ; 

What ſhall be given unto thee ? or what ſhall be done unto thee, O thou falſe 
egy ? ſharp arrows of the Mighty, with coals of Juniper, Plal, 120. 
3, and 4. cs 

If you do-not ſpeedily repent, know that you ſhall cry out one day for 
a drop of Water to cool this lying flattering tongue, But I know what 

out wicked hearts will anſwer, Ler #s alone till then and we-care met ; 
fs therefore, that not onely 0d, but the People will abhor you; 
the Lord hath denounced that curſe againit you, Prov. 24: 24. He that 
faith ro the wicked thou artrighteons, bim ſhall the People curſe, Nations 
ſhall at hjr bin, 

2. The juſt and lawful Titles of Good Magiſtrates, are- not due to 
wicked Magiſtrates; but they. forfeit their right «hereto, by their Ty- 
ranny and Opprethon, or other mulgovernment. And therefore we find 
the Prophecy, Chniſt, and Apefiles, giving to wicked Maviftrates Ti- 
tles of ignominy and diſgrace, ſuirable'to their metrics. 


Elijah te\ls wick:d Abab to his fave, Thaw art be that troublath Iſra- 
&, 1 King. 18, 18, 
Elbe 
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E/iha calls King Jetorems The Som of a Murderer, 2 Kings, 6.32. . + 
+ Jſarab calls the Rulers of bis time, Raers of Sodom, I[a,t,ho," . 
. ' Exrhgel calls the King of, lltael, £rophene wicked Prins, Eack. 21, 
we by : nts: be Foktoietate my Oo cf 
: Chiifh calls Herod, Foxy had bids them go, apy tell hig ſo, Luke t3; 
- 6 wn” %, ware oF þ ' 
% Paxl calls the Roman Emperor, A Lyon, 2 Tim.4:17, Yea,the Apon 
Giles, and many thouſands of Clyittians cogeiber (for {o the company 
of Believers was, As 2.4+.), with one accord in their BE ind x men- 
Bo owe and Pontins Pilate, df name, ipread theis wickedngly before 
God, and deſire the Lord, To bebold their Threats Aﬀts CW. >.- 5. 
Ic was no wonder the holy Prophers were fo perlecuted-by wicked 


Rulers, fince they were ſuch faichtul plaih-dealing men, that knew not | 


yow to-give flattering Tatles unto them;aut called them. Rulers of Sodoms, 
Trowhlers of [[rael, Sans of Murderers, and Prophane wicked Perſons. .No 


wonder the Covernours looked upon; Chit and his Apoliles with an 


Foxes, Lyons, and gave them tuch reproachfnl Tus, as they-had de- 
ſerved. They hated plain-cealing and reprodf, as all Tytants do, 5 
would be ſure 12 ſuppreſs that ſpiric (if they could )which dared preſume 


Evil eye, and puniſhed them as Seditious men ; ſince they iephad 


to reprehend their wickednels ;* and: yer theie ay Meir were not afrai | 


to give then Tu(les of ciſhanour, aniweradle to their merits; _ 
Oh you wicke® fatterers ! that daub with untempered mottez, and 
fatter ereat Men for advantage, [ce here What the holy Prophets .and 


» 


Apoltles did, and take (hame to your ſelves for your filthinels.,* Fo ts ' 


him that calleth good evil, and evil good, that pmtteth Darkneſs for Light 
and Light for Darkyeſs, Wiarg 29. ho juſhifie the wicked for reward, F 
take away the Righ. eouſneſs of the & phteoms from him, Toxy roo. halt be 
rottennt(s, and your bl:ſſom duſt. The. Lotd- is no reſpeter of .Perſons, 
and hath forbid us to be (o, If Kings or great Men be wicked,. they de- 
ſerve to be called as they are, Nay, take notice of this;, that wh-n the 
Chriſtans in their aſlembly, lift up their voice with ong accord to,God, 
and boldly prayed to the Lord, To behald the Threats of - Herod avid Pons 
tixs Pilate, whom thcy-mentioved by Name,telating their wickednels ; 
the Lord ſhewed how exceedingly he was pleaſed therewith, in that, as 
ſoon as the prayer was ended, the place was ſhaken, and they were all 


filled with the holy Spire , ©»d greas Grace was wpon thiw.af, Perhaps if 


there were more boldneſs in the Aſſemblies of the Saints at this day, in 
bearing 2 faithful Teftimony for God®gainſt theſe wicked Rulers, thats 
would be a greater Preſence of the Spirit of, God among them, 'and 
gxeater mdaſures of Grace upon then, a 
d 


. ( 62.) 
And in like manner have the faithful Servants of the Lord in all 
born their Teftimony againſt the wickedneſs of their Rulers, 
The Tule which Fob» Knox, that famous Servant of Jeſus Chrift,and 
eminent Inftrument of the Sraifh Reformation, frequently gave to the 
Tyrannous Qzeen, who ruled the magnice{ 2 Bond/lave a; and 
he conſtantly prayed in publick, in words wo this purpoſe, - That God 
would delruer her from the Power of Satan, to whom ſhe was now a bond. 
e. 
gl Hs , thit glorious Martyr of Feſms Chrift, was not aftaid ts 
cm to the Emperors face, That wicked Kings were not worthily Kingt 
before God, Alts and Mon. Vol. 1. Pag. 807, And pa . $13, he fayes, 
That Subjetts and common People onght ope- ly and pub lh ro detebt and ye- 
grove the Vices of their Rulers, having Power given them of Chriſt, aud 
Example of Paxl ſotodo, 


The Biſhop of Burges, in his Oration which hz male in the Counſel ' 


& Bxfi!, layes down this aflertion ; /t * abſard for a King to be of more 
Authority than his Kingdoms : and be that ruleth not for toe Good of bis 
Sabjefts, i mot to be counted a King, bu: a Tyrant, 

Elentherins,in the Letter which he ſent to Lucie, King of this Iflind; 
about 170, years after the Death of Chriſt, affirms the ſame in theſe 
words ; A King hath bis Name of Ruling, not of baving 4 Kingdom ; and 
fo lon hat you k a King indeed, while you rule well ; which if you do not, 
the 7 an of @ King ſhall not remain with you, but you ſhall loſe it, Atts 
and Aon, Vol. 1. Pay. 139. Which Eleutheri®s is in high efteem by 
Ecclefialtical HiRorians , for the Eminency of his Wiſdom and Piery 
ol as indeed that very Epiſtle doth ſufficiently evidence, he deſerves 
to *» 

Thus you ſee ſeveral eminent Lights in the Church of God, concur 
in the ſamie Perſwaſion, That wicked Magiſtrates have no right to the Titles 
of ſuch Magiſtrates as rule well, Nay, the Antient Laws of this Nation 
give full teftimony to this Truth : For in the Chapter of the Laws of 
King Edward (commonly called the Confeſſor) \s buey molt of the 

Laws we ehjoy Were made) treating of the duty of the King, the 
; 1 ſaith thus, 

The King, becanſe he is the Vicegerent of the higheſt King, 11 appoint. 
ed for this purpoſe, to reverence and rule the Kingdom, the Lords People, and 
holy Church, and & defend them from injurious perſons ; ' to pluck away evil. 
doers utterly, to ſcatter and deftroy them ; which if he doth not perform, the 
Name of a King ſhall not agree to hing, but be looſeth the title of a King. 

Well then, let no man beſo fooliſh and perverſe, as to charge this 
aſl:rtion with novelty or fingularity ; for you ſee waat abundant Evi. 
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dence there is, both (om. Seri od That 4 weksd; and non 
righteous King, forfees .« King... And though 


ons Parliament (or rathes wock, Pariianen) bive lately 
their own Truſt, and our Libetfigs, making it Treaſon for us 46 


meat 


ed 
on 
antaent 


us,that God accepts not the perſons of Princes or Rich men, more thats 
the Poor : and icyis obſerugble, that: when be ſpeaks'of ſuch Princes 
whoſe Perſons are not accepted by God, he doth natuſe that expreflion- 
which is tranſlated Princes, ver.1s, and hath a virtuous fignification,, 
but &7y,2 word which hath no virtuous figgification, but Ggnifies 
Princes ot great Men ; and he tells us, God a__ wo man for bu 
greatneſs © and if this place ſhould be underficed ( as the Keyalifts 
would haye it)to forbid us to ſpeak diigracefully of wicked Rulers ; ther» 
the holy Prophets and Apoſtles are to be blamed, for they did ſo, as you 
have ſeen before ; but that is the true interpretation of the place which: 
Fhave given ;z the other is only. a gloſs which the Prelates give to ſup- 
port Tyrants, under the ſhadow of whoſe wings they ſhelier theme 


ſelves, —4 
5 ObjeR, But 1445 net ſid who way ſay ion King, hat deſi thes 7 Eccleſ, 
w4 


Sol,. 


: (64) 
Sol. This areves the danver bf *oppbling a King, not the unjawful- 
beſs; In'the id 6h's King id Power 3' be bart 46 much Pong his 
3 that ns privzte perſon under his Government, is able to op. 
poſe him without his own ruine. mw._1IeT 3 

But the mieaning of the plice is this The King, for the executjon of 
Jakice, and puniſhing Evikdoers,” hath ſo'much power both from God 
and the Veople, that none thay. oppoſe him in'the execurion of Juſtice ; 
and that this is the meaning'of the wiſe Man, appears by the verſe fore- 
going : Stand not before him in an evil thing, (ayes he ; and then gives 
this as a reaſon ; for he doth whatſoever he pleaſeth, and who may [ay ts 
him, what doſt thow ; that 18, in puniſhing ſuch as will and before him 
in an evil thing, But it is clear enough that the faithful'Servants of God: 
im Scripture, have ſaid more £6 wicked Kinzs,than, what d:ff thow * Sa- 
muel (1d to Sanl, Thon haſt done fooli\Wily, 1 San, 13. 13. Elijah to A- 
bab, Thou art be that tyoubleth Iſrael; yea, the People of God were 
bound to reftrain and puniſh wicked Kings ; and frequently did ſo, a$ 
I ſhall ſhew hereafcer. 

Obje&t; Doth not Panl confeſs his Error in [| peaking reproachfully of the 
High Pricft, though a wicked Ruler ; and thereby teach us, That it is wn- 

ul to ſprak reproachfally of wicked Ruler; ? AQ 23.44F, ; 

Sol. No ſuch thing; the words do rather prove the direR contrary ; 
foritis clear that Pax/ calls a wickgd Ruler, #hited-wall ; gives him a 
diſgraceful Title. 

2, Paul knew him to be a Ruler when he called him ſo ; for ſayes he, 
Suteft thou to judge me after the Law, and commandeſt me to be ſmitten con- 
trary tothe Law? verſ. 3. he knew him to be Judge, and yer calls him 
Whited-wall ; and without doubt he knew him to be the man they called 
High Prieſt, by the High Prieſts Robes, and the Place where he ate; 
for Paul full-well underfiood the Cuſtomes @f the Jews, 

3. Whereasit is alledged, That Pas! correts himſelf, or recants 
afterwards ; there is no ground for it ; / 1ſt nor, ſayes Raul, that he was 
High Prie#t , that is, truly,and really ſo ; as indeed h2 could not be, 
becauſe the High- Pri-fthood, Was abrogated by the D-ath of Chriſt, who 
was the true High Prieft, And behaes he was a Tyrant, and cauſed 
him to be ſmittep contrary to the Law ; and therefore no lawful Ruler; 
and the Apoſtle anſwers nor only the Obje&tion which they made againſt 
him, for reviling the High Prieſt, by ſaying he did not kgow him to be 
High Prieſt,or own him for High Prieſt ; but prevents another Objete 
on which they might more plauhbly make, from Exod, 22, 28, Thou 
ſhalt not revile the gods, or laſpheme the Ruler of thy People, As it he 
(hould have Taid ; 1 know you mill ay I' have broken thac Law, by 


ſpeakirg 
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ſpeaking evil of a Ruler, ns are miſtaken ; the Law dgth not for- 


bid us to ſpeak evil of Tyrants, or Opprefſors, but of | Rulers, 
wha govern in Right neſs, Ido not, own” himf6r Fi Prieſt, or 
2 laivful Rulgr (though T-know he fits is Judye) that'milt thus wickeds 
ly pervert Juſtice. If he bh been 2'$0 lawful Ruler, 1 would 


nt have ſpoken ſo reproachfulty of him, ' as to have called kim Fhited. . 
wall, but have honoured him. buc this man, under the Title of High 


Priejt andy +, is arcal Tyrance, and therefote I have noybroken that 
Law. Sothat ; $6 Anſwer to their ObJeQion, is a vindication of him- 
ſelf, and the Conformiry of his prafice to the Law of God, © * 

4. And that place which Pas! cites oux of the Law, Exed."22,28, by 
the Title given to the Mayittrate, (ſhews that it means only ju# and 
righteow Magiſtrates, which rule according to God's LaW ; Thow 
wor revile the gods, "Why are they called gods, but becauſe they repreſent 
the Wiſdom, juſtice, and Truth of God, and are in his Read to execute 
Juſtice according to his Word > This Chriſt gives for the rezſon why 
they were called gbds, John 10,35. Becauſe thevtord of God carne tothems ; 
that is, his Word of Commitlion, to execute the Word of it Judge- 
ments - but if they do vhe quite contrary (as this Withed we) they 
repreſent the Devil, and not God ; and as I hinted before,are more fic- 
ly termed Devils than ggd-, . s 

5. This Text which Pad! mentions,doth not forbid any juſt and plain 
reprehenfion of wicked Rulers : To ſpeak the Truth rog-or of them, to 
tell chem of thei Yices, relate their Abominations, of give them (ſuch 
Titles as they deſerve. But to (lander or reproach go Rulers undeſer- 
vedly, Which wicked men are very apt unto, "if theY"puniſh them: for 
their evil dging, The word in the Hebrews commonly uſed fgg curf- 
ing or blaſpheming; and in the Greek,ivg 1p47 xexar, Thou [Halt not ſpeak, 
wickedly of a Ruler, But to fpeak the truth of a Ruler, in reproving him 
for his wickedneſs, or giving him ſuch Titles as are anſwerable to his 
merits; 1s not <o blaſpheme or ſpeak wickedly ; for then the holy Pro» 
phets 'and Apeſiles , had been guilty of blaſphemingy and ſpeaking 
wickedly, in reproving wicked Rulers, and "calling them by ſuch re- 
proachful Names as they deſerved : and without doubr, the Apoſtle 
Paul meant not to forbid us to ſpeak of Rulers as they deſerved ; for 
he calls Ceſar, A Lyon, 2 Tim. 4.17, after this, 


Obje&t. Burt doth not Luke grve Theophilus, the Title of Moft Excel-" 


lem, Luke 1.3. and Pax! groe Feitus the Title of Moit Noble, Acts 26,25, 


who WAS 4 wicked man, 
Sol, The word tn the Greek, in both thoſe places, is, «2 7ise, which 


Word hath a dorble hgnifhcation. Semetimes it 15 taken for the but x 


k Optimus, 


XUM 
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Optammmr ;- and ſornetimes for ghe ſtrongeſt or moſt powerful, Potentsſſi. 
mw ; and it ſhould be rendred hare, from x;«7& robur, mott powerful; 
and it 1s one tiling te calla man Powerful, another to call him Noble, 
or Honautable, A-man may be Powerfull and yetmot honourable ; For 
Honour is due to Virtue not fo $rength. amd therefore I cBnclude that 
it may be more rationally interpreted Powerful than Nable, ſince the 
word properly lignifies 0, Fane 
__— are we 101 communded ig hdnowr the Ring, 1 Peg, 2.177 
Fear God, Honor the King. =» | ” 

Sol, We are no-more commanded-to honour the King, than all other 
? -- men; for the whole verſermnsthus, Honour all men, [ove the Brotherhood, 
fear Ged, bonour.the King. Andthe very ſame word is uſed for the ho- 
nour we are commanded to give w all others, that is, for the honour we. 
are to give the King, He muſt give honowr to whom bonoxnr ir due, Rom. 
13. 7. Itihe King be a teal King, @ lawful Ruler, who Governs well, 
we arc to honour him, but if he be a Tyrant or Oppreflor, as I ſhewed 

before, te forfeits bis Tirle of King, and deſerves to be called as he is. 

Obje&,, But if wiched Kings forfeu their Title by Tyranny, and evil Go- 
vernment, why then are they cailed Kings full as long 4s they poſſeſs the: 

Crown ? | 

Soluiion, There is a twofold ſence in which the word King may be. 
taken. b7 ' 

1, For a King Regnant, a King de fatto, one that fits on'tke Thrones. 
wears the Crown, ſWayes the” Scepter, bears the Sword, and aQually 
Rules the Land. - 

2, Atightful King, or a King de jure, one that hath a right-to do all 
this. * | 

Now wicked Kings are called Kings in the former ſence, but are 
not called fo in the latter. They are Kings Regnant, but net Right- 
ful Kings. They have not their name from any right they ave tothe 
Government, but becauſe they are poſſeſſed of it, and, at the preſent 
are ſuffered hy God and ihe People to fit on the Throne: Even as the 
Devil is called the God of 4b1gg#rld, becauſe he doth aRually bear rufe 
in the hearts of the men of this world, not that he is #24ghtful Ruler 
over them, but becauſe he hath them ar*his command under his Power, 
_ is generally received by the men of this World for their God and 
ler,. 
Object, But why did Daniel nſe that Court phraſe to ſalute the Kirgy 
which was a wicked Kulcr, Dan. 6. 21, Q King, live for ever. 
Sol. Very likely Dazielprayed for his Eternal Life 5 For though the 
xelt of the. Courtiers uicd it as a vaan formal complement, yet 10 ic go 
the: 
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the words witthear a good i 1s likely that fo Godly a wan 8x Da 
mel.mo#ant in the belt ſence, and ſa wiſhed his Salvation. But if- Dagigh 
uld have fheant vainly as the reſt'of the Courticrs did, ic wag his 
Failing ; as it was Foſephs to (Wear by che Life of Phargoh ; and is not 


imicable by us, 


* ObjeA. Rur doth not the Apſile. Peter muky it one of rhe CharaBery of 


thoſe who ave unjuſt, ind are reſerved te the day of Judgement to br puai 
that they deſpiſe Government and ſpeakcevil of Dignitiert © 2 Toke : 


2 
Sol. It is one thing td deſpiſe Gdvernment, another thing to dey 
fpiſe Tyranny. Government 13 as have thewed before, from God ; Ty- 
ranny from the Devil. We may not defyyſe lawful Rulers, fuch as gxc- 
cute Juſtice, and rule in the Fear of God ; but we may deſpiſe thoſe 
Rulers who Oppreſs, Murder and Deftroy the P 
ain, though we may nat ſpeak reproackfully of Dignity, or Glory, 
(i the word fignifies ) yetwe may of Tyruiny, For there is no digm- 
ry in Tyranny, it is the higheſt indignity in the World. We may not 
"ſpeak reproachkfully of- Government, becauſe .it.is Gods Ordinance for 
our good, and there's much Dignity or,Glory in _ /emtion, But 
we may of Tyranny, becaule it; is an Invention Wthe Devil and 
wicked Men, for our hurt, and is a vile abominable-thing, -hazeful 40 
God and Man, Th 8. 
But that 1 may cloſe thig particular of @he Honaur due to the Magi- 
rate. 
4 3. A wicked Magiſtrate hath no right to that Hggpur or Reverence, 
Which is due to a good Magiltrare, in the external geftures of the Body. 


"A Proud, Tyrannous, Lordly Magiſtrate, who forgets his Relation of 


being a Servant to the People, and hath his heart lifted up above his 
"brethren, contrary to the 'Law of God, Des:. 17. 2D,  forfeacrs his right 
to that —_— Reverence, of bowing the Head or Body, which 18 due 
to a'humbſE, painful, and fairhful Magiftrate. Therefore.it was, that 
when Kebobuam domineered over the People in that proud ifſolent man- 
ner, they refuſed to honour him any longer, . but gave hum a very dimi- 
nutive title z What portion have we in che Son of Jeſſe, * King, 12.16, 
and bid him look to his own Houſe. And well he deſerved to be ſo ſlight- 
ed, for doth not the Word of God ſay? Bleſſed 1s.rby manthas reſpeete;h 
not the proud, nor ſuch as turn aſide to lies, Plal. 40. 4. ; 
Therefare it was that ſingle hearted Mordecas would not bow, nox 
do any reference to wicked Human abough he were the greateſt Prince 


of the Empire, Efer 4. 2. And/the King had commanded that all 
| | "Ii — hold 


nour becauſe he was a.proud and unworthy perſon. vl | 
- But how far forth in a caſe of neceſſity (when we cannotavoid it with 
out endangering our Lives or Liberties) we may diſpenſe wich thi 
Ceremony of bowving the Head, or uncoveringit; before a wicked Ma- 
giſtrate, is another queſtion, | | 

+ For thavgh:we owe bitn n6-{uch honour, yet we may owe to gur ſelfes 
ſuch a geſture, for preſervation oLour Lives.or Liberties, For if David 
mie ear of theShew-bread,tor the ſatisfaftion of hunger, which-was not 


otherwiſe lawful, Mat.1 2.4, I coficeive we may as lawfully bow the Bo- : 


dy of uncgver the Head to a Ruler, who, doth.not deſerve it from us, 
rather than'deltroy our ſelves; as.one. would io a Thief on the hi gh way 


rither than be killed or wounded, 
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Treating of the Obelicrge due to the Mag iftrate.? 
5 » Ts 


I Amrnow-cometo the laſt Particular, mentioned in. the Deſcription 
of Magiſtracy. : : | | 
The Obedience which is Ge to-hua, Whych I ſhall reſolve, 

Firſt, Pohrtively. | 

Serondly, Negrfively. | 

1. Poſitively, To follow the common receied Diflintion of. Obe. 
dience Ave and Pafſive,we owe both to a lawful Magiſtrate, in all hys- 


- jaſt and ſawful Commands. 


Firſt,” Tf che Magilttate command» usto deny. thing which he hath 
Authority from Ged and the People to command, we aie bound'to obey. 
him a&ively : If ke command us 10 perform our part in th@carrying an 

* of Juſticeptoafſilt in apprehending a Murderer, to be of a Jury to make 


inquiftion for Innocenc Blood, to tettify the truth between a mgan andv.. 


* his-n<ighbourin caſe of injury.; to. k-ep Watch. or ward for defence of 
the Land from Forreign 01 Domeſtick Enemies; and abundance of other 
caſes might be mentioned, wherein the: Magiftrate ig-not able to per= 
form the Truſt repsſcd in him, unleſs the People do their Duty alſo, 

If the Magiſtrate command us to-depurt Hom. any vitious Aſſentbly, 
to reftore any man his due, to obſerve wht thay ay and Meaſures in our 
wemmerce, to keep the Peace, to render higduch Tributeas is due or- 


Auld bow and ds him A — knew. he deſeryed no hoy 
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rs obey any other juſt and nghteous Jawtt is our duty to yeeld oa 
avd chemrfutobedience thereto, | 

. Secondly, We are: bound to obey hiſm Paſſively, if we have by out 
- Frentyreon fallgn under the condemnation of any juſt and rightgous 
Law, If a Man or Woman have committed Theft, Murder, Acultery, 
Perjuty, Extortion,or any other wickegpels puriiſnable by the Law, and 


be brought before rhe Magiſtrate, who is by GM and the People en». 


uuſted with the Sword, for th: pugiſhmenc theredf; it is. ther difty 
97h. ba ſubmur to ſuch puniſhment, as «hey have deſerved. 
IWhether one may not lawfully fly and wich-draw himſelf peaceably, 
iffie be guilty of Puniſhment, 'eſpecialy in a caſe of Life and Deat , 
1s a Queſtidn I have pot rime to Giſcourte here. oh 
Bur to make apy violent refiance, or forcibly to oppoſeghe Magi- 
ftratg, in executipg juſt puniſhment upon us for our evil Deeds, is uts 
terly unlawful. * 
Thus fas I grant the Scriptures command us to obey Magiſtrates a- 
Qively, in performing all their juſt and lawful commands ; paſſively, 
#n ſubmuting to ſuch due puniſhment as they inflict upon! us for doing 
ev, -» . ” 
And this is the ſubmiſſion Peter ſpeaks of, 1 Pet. g,13, 14; Sxb- 
wit your {clues to every Ordinance of man for the Lords i# whether it be 
te the King # Suprean, or unto Governonrs, as wnto them that” are ſent by 
him, for the puniſhment of evil dpers, and proviſe of them that do well. | 
Mark well the Sw4m1/ſcon the ApolHe "requires, we "ore to lubmit'to 
thoſe Governours, that come for the'Pmmyhment of evil doers, and Praiſe 
F them that do well, 4 , 
The ſame doth the Apoſile Pau! terch, Row. 13.4. g. For ts the 
munaſkex ( or ſervant) of God to this for goo: 3; ut if thou do evil, be. afraid, for 
bee bare: b not the Sword in vain, for be. 15 the Servan+ of God, a — 10 


extien's wrath npou him that doth evil, Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjebt, 


nw: onely for wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. 
It is nor left 50 our liberty, whether we will be ſuFje& or no, to thoſe 


* Magiftrates chat punrſh evill deere, and praifgthens that do fell, but in poibt ; 


-vf Conicience we are bound to be en them. ; 

Indeed, the very Light of Nature teache:h ſubje&zon to ſuch Gover- 
nours, as paniſh Vice and praic Virrue : and to refilt che Magiſtrate 
in the due puniſhing of Vice,, or praiſe of Virtie, is not only a Vioh- 
tion of the Law of God, rten in the Scripuiggs: of Truch,, bur of 
the Law of Nature. Written in the” hearrs- of aff mankind. But the 
| caps Queſtion will be, whar obedience we 00 not owe to the-Magi- 

ate-;,for need not ſpend my time and pains to couhum that which 
5. Clear, 2, Negas- 


* O J 

Ip Nepeively, I affirm as Peoweth, | 

I. The Obedience due to the Magiſtrate from the People; iy no ſer- 
vile obedience, bunt a free, liberal and ingenuous Obedience : It is not 
— obedience of Servants to a Maſter, but ofFree-men taggheir own 

ervant, : 

Wherefore ye muſt reds be ſulyeF, Rom, 13,5, What means that 
'whereſore ? it 1elatgs to ver.4. For be « a Servant of God TO thee, As 
if he ſhould have faid ; Therefore ye muſt needs be ſubjeR, becauſe he 
is a ſervant of God To Taufor good, Magiltrates ought to command the 
People not m a lordly, proud, . magiltstial manner, as if the People 
were their Vaſſals, but.in a humble, medeR, minifterial marmer, as 
being Servants to God and them Whom they do command ; mixing 
Entreatie? with Commands. Thug did Moſes treat the Peop!*, in a re- 
TpeAful manner, entreating them as well as commanding, Numb.16, 
.26, Thus did Nehemiah, chap.g. 10, 11. Yegthe very witked Kingz 
themſelves had not ſo much fergorcen their relation, but they remem- 
bred to ſpeak teſpeQively to the People, r Sam.23. 22, 1 King.20.7, 
2 King: 5.7. But now every inferiour Ofti.er commands us afrer 
molt inſolent and lordly manner, as if we were home-born flaves. 

2. The obMence due to the Maviſtrate is not excentrical to his Of- 
fice; if the Magiſtrate command the People to do a thing that is in it ſelf 
lawful, yet if it bz extiinſecal to his Office, the People owe him no obe- 
dience therein ;- becauſe he hath-no*power to' command us any thing 
belides his Office. We owe the Magiltrate obedience in every lawful 
Command, but nqtin every lawful thing. For it is unlawful for gz 
Magiftrate to command us many lawful things, It may be lawful for a 
man to take the Magitltrate's daughter. to wife, or a woman to take his 
ſon for her husband;zbut if he commands them to do ſo,they are net bound 
to obey him, becauſe he hath no power to give ſuch a Command, It 
may be lawful for any one to lend the Migiſtrate his money, or goods, 
without ſecurity ; yet if the Magiſtrate command a man to devſo, he is 
not bound to x46 him. hes 

2. We owe the Magiftrat® no finful obedience. To obey him rather 
than God, is a moſt Atheiltical, practice, Daniel would not obey Da- 
T1 his wicked Command, Dan. 6. 10, Damel prayed the more boldly 
and openly, becauſe the King had forbid him, . Hananiah, Miſhnel, and 
Azariah would not fall down to Nebuchgdnezzar's Image, Dan, 3.16, 
to 19, The ApoſtlE&swould not forbear preaching for the Command' of 
the Rulers, but continued in their Work, notwithſtanding all their 
threats, Att; 4. 19, 29, they told tht High-Pneft an1 Council, that | + 
they would precch : And when they were apprehended agHin for Prerch- | 

ing, 
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mg, Aft 5.27. They told the Rulers plainly, thet on | 
God rarber than them, and charged hem with the —_ weed Ti 
their faces, 
If Magiſtrates cotnmand us to perſecute the Lord's People,to oppreſy 
the Innocent, to hale the faithful Servants of God rg Priions, to be 1 
en the Guard while tifey ſpilF innocent blood ; ro prevent any from -re. 
Coaing: ſuch as they intend®to tmujder, we are not tos obey them but 
G @ . © - V ; 
4. We owe the Magiſtrate no paſſive obedience or Tubj i0n, in caſe 
he injure or opprgſs us. If we have done that which iFevil; we arg 
dound to ſubmur ourſelves to the Magiftrate, as the Servant of God and 
the Pcople, to execute wrath upon us ; but if he punith us. for doing 
well, oppreſs the Innocent, -and pervert Juflice, we are not bound to 
ſubgic our ſelves to tum, but may lawfully relift him, Which I prove 
Thus, 
x, Becauſe the Law of God doth not command us to be ſubje& ts the 
Magiſtrate, orgforbid us to refift him, if he oppreſs us, and offer vio- 
dence tous. Now fin # 4 tranſgreſſien of the Law, 1 John 3. 4. and 
where there 1s -no Law, there #5 no tranſgrefſion, Rom. 4. 15. But #ll the 
PrelaieFin England cannotyproduce any Law-of God, which forbids us 
to def: dur jelves from the injury, or injuſtice, of the Magiſtrate, or 
to rcſt 11 in our own defence; Y 
The grz2! place they urge to prbvethe unlawſulneſs of reſiſtance, is 
hat, K:w.1z. Letus therefore take a ſurvey of that place, and fee if 
there be. ary injunction to'odey an unyult or opprefſing Magiltzate, or 
any ptohibicion to refilt him, Dp 7 

And wuuly we (ball find jult as much reaſon frem that place for ſub- 
jection and obedrence to a wicked oppreſling pe 1ſecuting Magiftrate, as 
from 1Theſſ.5,12,13, 17:m.5.17, Heb,12,17, tor obedience and ſub- 
mithon to an ignorafit, proud Sgeriecuting Miniſter: The Apoſtle com- 
mands ug*to obey ihem that have thernule over us, and ſubmit ovr ſelves to 
them, becauſe they watch for our ſoulr, that they maybe able-to render an 
account of them with joy 13 our ſalvation : Will it follaw therefdte, we 
mult obey and ſubmit fo ſuck Miniſters as would poiſon and deftroy our 
ſouls, and lead us to Hel] and Damnation? The ElHfrs that rule well are 
wor! hy of donble honour, effecially thoſe who labour iu the Word and Diftrine > 
Will it follow therefore that ye mnſt give double honour to the Elders 
wh» rule” wicked!ly, and laBour not in the Word and Dodtine ? 

The very ſame doth the Scripture afferr concerning Magiſtracy, F 
commands us to be ſ6b/ett tothe Magiſtrate, and tells us why : for be 
the Servant of God to ws for good, he 13-0nethat Will praiſe #: if we dowell 


72 ) . 
and he is not 4 terror to good works, but to evil» Will it follow therefore 
we be ſubje& to a gamer ya who if a terror te good works, and 
a praiſe to evil ; that puniſheth good men, and praiſeth wicked men } What 
a ridiculous, irrational Argument is this ? But to lay open the folly of 
this Inferente aligtle more plainly and diſtin&ly, * 

x. The Power the Apoſtle forbids us to refilty is, The Ordinance of 
Gog: but a Power to oppreſs, or do injuftice, is none of God's Ordi- 
nance, but the Devils ; therefore we may reſiſt that, . God hath or- 
- dained no Power th opprels or injure the People ; and therefore in w- 


" blting »Pow®# that oppreſleth us, we cannot refiſt God's Ordinance. - 


The holy Spirit repreſenting wþe tyrannous Kings of the forth Monare 
chy, by a beaſtly cruel Moniter, Rev.13.1,2, tells us, that che Dragon, 
or Devil, gave them their Power. Lawtul Power to execute Juſtice,and 
prote& the People, is derived from God, Tyrannous Power, to do In- 
juſtice and oppreſs the People, is derived from the Devil. Now ſutel 
to refit that Power whieh 1s denved from the Devil, 1s not to refill 
God's Ordinance ; nay, it is blaſphemy againſt God z9 lay (0, 

2, He that rehlieth the Power Paul (peaks cf, (hall receive to hint 
ſelf damnation or judgment. Therefore it 1s clear he means not an un- 
juſt or oppretiing Power, but a jult,rational and righteous Power, T y- 
rants and Oppredlors have been often refiſtZd by the Lord's People, as 
I ſhall ſhew anon out of Scripture, And the French, Boheuwany, Scots, 
and moſt, if not all the Protettant Nations, have rebvilted the oppretiing 
Power of their wicked Rulers. Thaſs conhident and faithful Witneſſes 
ef Chriſt,th: W4/dexſes, have frequently oppoſed their unrightzgous Ma”? 
giſtrates, by force & Arms, and now lately done the ſame ; and think 
you they ſhall all recayye damnation for rehifting that Power, which is 
derived from the.Devil ? or for refifting Tyrants, Which are not God's 
but the Devil's Viceg-rents ? : 

3. The Power the Apoltle forbids us zgpachift, is a-Power that if we do 
well, we ſhall have praiſe of the ſame& Rm. 13. 3, but an opprefſin$ 
unrighteous Power, doth not praiſe us when we do well, therefore we 
may refiſt chat, An unjuſt Power will praiſe thoſe that doevil, and 
diſpraiſe thoſe that do well, - as we ſee moſt evidahily at preſent, 

4. The Magiſtite Pas! forbids us to refit, is one who is a Miniſter 
or Servant «f God to ws for good > but an unrighteous, opprefiing Mayi- 
ſirate is a Servant of the D:vil to us for hurt, theretore We may relilt 
him, | © 

3 The Rulers we are forbid to reGft, are ſuch as are not a terror to 
2009 works, but to evil, Rem,13.3. But Tyianis and Oppreſlors are not 
a (C1108 19.evil works, bu; to good ;, therefore we my 1chit them, F 
: 6,1: w 
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- EC. The cauſe why we coeds be ſubjeR to, xndforbid ta 
refit a Righteous Magiftrate, doth not agree” to an Oppreſſor : for if 
you obſerve the reaſon which the Apoſtle urgeth all along that diſcourſe, 
for ſubje&ion to the Magiftrate, cannot be applied to xn y\ wack 

He that reffteth, ſaith the'Apotle, hetreceive to bimiſelf 08, 

One rmightanſwer, This is a very hard ſaying, that you ſhould threa- 
ten us ſo feverely, if we reſift : bar ſayes the Apoſtle, Conſider well 
the reaſon, and you (hall confeſs there's rea/on enough for it ; For Ru. 
lers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Wilrrhou then not be 
afraid of the Power ? Do that which is good, and-thou ſhalt have ptaiſe 
of the ſame: for be « the CM.niſter of God to thee for good, 'ver,, 3,4. 
Indeed if I threarned you for refifting Tyrancs or effors, who are 
a terror to good works, and a praile to evil ; who are enemies to y 
and icek your hurt, you might ſay it were a hard ſaying ; bur race 
forbid you co refilt only thoſe that praiſe yon when you do welt, and 
are Servants to God and you for your good, you have no reaſon to (a 
I fpeak harſhly ; for it is 4 greac wickednels to refilt righteous Magi- 
traces. | | : 

Again, when the Apoſtle bids us he afraid of the Magiſhare, if we'ds 
evil ; he gives us this reaſon for it : for br « the Miniſter, or Servant, 
of God, a Revenger, to execmte Wrath upon hum that doth evil, v4. Where« 
fore ye mnt needs' be ſnbjett, not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience" ſake, 
ver. 5. Burt this' can lay no obligation upon our Conlitience, to be ſub.” 
Ct unco one who 1s a Servant of the Devil, to revenge him upon thoſe 
that do well. : 

So lik-wiſe (ver.6.) he tells us the cauſe why we are to pay Tribate 
to Magiltraces, For, for thi canſe pay ye Tribute, heatebolnns God's 
Miniſters or P iblick Servants) «tending continually upon this very thing, 
Waac thing is that? thac which he had mentioned before : | They are 
God's Servants, continually attentteg wpon your good, ts praiſe thoſe that do 
well, ro puniſh thoſe that do ev;id : and this 1s the cauſe why you are to pay them 
Tribu'e, | But there's no luch cauſe to acknowledge unrighteous Ru- 
lers, but one may plainly invert the words thus : For this cavſe pay 
them wo Tribute, tor they are the Devil's ſervants, continually attending 
vpon this very thing, to injure and opprets you, 

So that 1 conlude there is no reaſon or cauſe why we ſhould be ſub- 
jet 0 Oppreſlors, and therefore no obligation, 


O»5ject. But dath not the Apoitle mean Nero, becauſe he ſayer, Let every ,,,. 6 


ſoul be ſuv tt rothe higher Powers ? now it is generally recerved, that Nero 

wes the h: gh: power when the Apeitle wrote this Epiſtle, 
Sol, x, Thee are very leained _ who do afticn otherwiſe ; that 
inis 


( 7 
this Epiſtle was written in the dayes of Clandiaw Caſar ; but becauſe 
Hiltories are (o various, I ſhall not infiſt on that, 

2, Suppoſe ir had bzen written in-he Reign of Nere, either itwas 
Fricten in the firſt five years of bis rgign, while be ruled well, or after- 
wards, when he turned Tyrant. If it were-weitten in the fuſt five years 
of his reign, and we (houjd allow that the Apoſtle means Ners, yet 
this doth no Way contradict what I have aſſerted, That it is lawful to re= 
fot Tyrants or Oppreſſors. For while he ruled well, Ihall grant, hat it 
was unlawful to xehilt bim, Burt if it were written after the time that 
Nero.cturned Tyrant, which is that the advocates of Tyranny would 
have, I utterly deny that the Apoſtle means Nere,for theſe reaſons. 

Firft, Becauſe the _—_— of this Power which the Apoltle ſpeaks 
ef, do no mote agree With Nyre,after he turned Tyrant;then the Proper- 
ties of Light with Darkneſs. The Power Paw ſpeaks-of, is-a praile to 
them that do well, anda terrour to them that doevil - but Nero was: 
then one of the greace(t terrours to them that did well, that ever was. 
in the world ; the greateft Aurderer of the Saints, that filled the 
ſtreets with the dead bodies of thoſe that did well. The Magiſtrate Pasl' 
(peaks of, 1s 4 Servant of God to the People for good, Nero was the great-- 
eſt plague, one of them, that ever wis doth to the Church of God, and 
the whole world ; one that murdered Senators, Citizens, Chriſtians, 
K;andred, all manner of pzrions; filled the Rivers with Chriftian-blood, 

Secondly, The Magiltrate Pan (peaks of, 1s one whom we are to ho- 
xawr, veil. 7. but Pant himſelf ſpeaks reproachtully of Nerv, and-cails 
him Lyon, 2 Tinm.4.17. Nay, Thirdly ; 

By this interpretation, the Sexaze of Keome mult be damned, becauſe 
whey refied Ners, and condemned hun to a mot ſhameful Death ;; 
which aQtion of theus was newer diſapproved of, by any man that had 
not lolt his. Wits-or Conſcience, or both, as- it 1s to be feared moſt of 
the Prelares have, before they undertal to plead for Tyranny. 

But I conceive it to be meant, neither-of Nevo (in the time While he 
reigned well, nor in the time of his Tyranny) or any other particular 
Goveinour, ox Governoutrs, but of Government 1n the general, as 
the Ordinance of Ged,. 'and true Mayiſttates, who are conformable 
thereto; as indeed the whole Series of arguments, which the Apoſtle 
there uſes, doth evidence. The Apoſtle in that Chaprer,gives us a ſum- 
mary of thz Do&trine of Magiltracy ; the Lord knew that his Church 
would increaſe, and that the multicude of Believers would be more and 
more-augnented, till the Second coming ot Chriſt ; and therefore he 
left rules of M1giftracy, toduec Cpritians h-v io behave themielves 
in conformity to that Ordinance, The Apolile doth moſt a rs 
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ly lay down the Nature and UN. Magiftracy ; the duties of Magi. 
firate and People, Rulers and Ruled ; with the grounds and reaſous 
thereof ; Snewing Chriſtians what is the Mgittraces Relation to God 
and them ; and what is the- bznifir and advantage of this Qc4inance x 
and periwaGing them to live 40 ſubjeRion to thuizt, who govern accore 
ding tothe Rules of Magiftracy : bat here-is not a word of Tyrauny, 
or {ubjeRion to Tyrants wo be found, \ 

And whereas he bids us, - Be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers, that alſo 
makes it plain that he meant nor Nero, or any other particular perion z 
for he puts it in the Plural: Number, taking wn all lawful Governours 
whatſoever, as well as the chief Magiltrate: and it were better render- 
ed, the Swuper-emment Anuthornies ; or, the+ Authorities that are over us; . 
and (o Judges, Mayors, and other tubordinate Governours, are as ficly 
termed Auoiicies over us, as the Supream Magilirarte ; they are as 
much the Ordinance of God as he, $-rvants of God to «sfar ggad, and a 
poin uh Evil-doers,znd a praiſe <© them :hacdo well ; and the 
chief ate is not the higheſt Power, for the P-oples power is above 
his ; they make him, and maintain him, and can depoſe him if he 
deſerve it y 2s the Senare of Rome did Nero ; for Nero was not the. high- 
eft Power of Kowve, bur the Serares Power was above his, and for his 
Tyranny thzy condemned him to a moſt Shameful Death ; to avoid which 
he executed himſelf, 

ObjeA. But doth not the Apoſtle command ws 10 be ſubjeft torhe Powers 
that are? it ſeemsrby that, that whoſeever have the Power we muſt be ſubje® 
to them, good or bad Governowrs. 

- Sol. No ſuch thing : For the word tranflited Powers, in its proper 
and native fignification, is, Authorities, or /awful Powers, fuiias ; and 
th: whole ſcope of the place (hews plainly, the Apoſtle means no other 
Powers but j»ſf,rational, and good Governours, Who are a terrowy tocul 
works, and a praiſe to good, The Apoſtle doth not intend to affert Ty- 
ranhy, or teach us that the unrighreous Powers of the Earth, are te 
Ordinance of God ; but he means the righreous Powers that are, ſuch 
23 God hath ordained for the Good of mankind, 

Objeft. But we receive ſome good from unrighteom and oppreſſing Magi- 
fSrates,and though they do not fully come mp to the dn: ies God requires os them, 
yet they defend us from Theeves and Mumurderers,and it « better then ut would 
be if there were no Magiſtrates ; for then we could not lvve, no man could 
Bave any afſ;orance of any thing be calls bis Own , and for that prod we re- 
erve from them, we ave ts be ſub ft to then, 

' Sol, 1. This ObjeRion I confeſs hath been tradicionally handed from 
@ne to anther , and been DE by thoſe whoſee more with other 
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men's eyes than their own, But a it is pretended chat Tyrants do 
us ſome good in defending us from Theeves and Muxderers; I cannot ap—- 
ptchend that; it is but Grazs diGwms, for they are 10 far from defending us 

from them, that they make Theeves and Mwrderers,by dettroying Trade, 

and oppreſling the Pegple with unreaſonable Taxes, and Exactions; and 

being patterns to.others in Profuſeneſs and Prophaneſs, they daily en- 

creaſe the number of Theeves and Mwrderers in che Land ; yea, wicked 

Govermours, are the principal Cauſe of Therves and Anrdexers, 

2. And no wonder they (hould-make Theeyes and Murderers ; for 
they are Captains and Leaders of that Troop; ' T heeves and Murderers 
learn of them. What are thoſe cruel ExaQtions that they lay upon us. 
to maintain their Luſts, but public k Thefts ? and doth not the Blood of 
the poor Innocentscrty out againſt them, «rs Marderers ? yea (urely, the 
Voice of the Blood of thoſe hundreds theſe men have murdered by fil 
thy Priſons, for abezying God's Commands, cryes aloud againſt 
them. Tyrants are the greateſt Theeves and Mnrderers of 

3. We are not at all beholding to them , for ſuppre - 
niſhing Theeves and Murderers now. and then, Eor fiſt, y are 
Partial; (ome Theeves and Mutderers they wilt not puniſh, but if 
they have Money, they may be eabily ſer at Liberty, -by one ſubtil E- 
. waſoon or other, Secondly,. Thoſe they do- puniſh, are. moſt of. their 
own making, as I ſhewed before, Thirdly, And they encreaſe more. 
continually, havg-one, and make-two, And, Fourthly,. They do worſe 
them(elves than thoſe they do punith, AndLaſily, If we were rid of 
Thrans, and Oppreſſing Governowrs, We could take care our ſelves, to ſet 
up ſuch as would execure Juſtice impaitially, and neicher rob nor mur. 
der us- themſelves, nor lufter others.t6 do it ; - both. which. theſe wicked, 
Rulers do, 

4. Butth2 reaſon why we are commanded to be ſubjeQ to. Magiſtrates,, 
is not becanſe they do us ſome good, but becauſe they are Servants to ws, 
for good, Rom.13.4. Its a madnels to ſay they are Servants to us for 

, becauſe they do ſome good. Would you ſay he were a Servant: 

for 905d to his Maſter, that would rob him, and take away bis 2000s to. 
fpend upon his hilts,- and lay violent hands vpor him, u be ſhould re- 
proveſpm, . becauſe be wau]d wok lomerimes, and keep other Theeveg 
out of the houſe z he is a Servant for good har fulfils his Relation, and 
rforms the duty of a Servani;And ſoatis concerning the Magiltrate,if 
fs de-chat good which a.,publick Servant to the People is bound to dazhe 
is a Servant to them tor Good, ..If he oppreſs,cnſlwe, impoveriſhperſecure. 
them, though he may do-ſome good, - yet he is no: a Servant to them 
for good, and they owe him 80 ſubjeRion, An oppretling grants 
3% neitneg 


YIEIM 


KUM 


\ 


G4 | 7 
neither keeps his Reſation of a 'Servant 2, the People, nor anſwers the 
End for winch he was made, T heir Good ; but makes himfelf their Lord, 
and ſeeks their hurt ; and the little good he doth, doth not compen« 
ſate for the great Evil. 

We are commanded to be ſubjxe to: the Magiſtrate, not becauſe of 
ſome good he doth,but becauſe he is a Servant to us for good indefinite-/ 
ly, that is, all the good which his Office enjoyns him to do ug. 

5. The Apoſtle yives this reaſon, why we thould not reflt the Ma--. 
oiftrate, becauſe we need not fear him if we do well, but ſhall have 
praiſe of him, verſ.3. now though a Tyrant may pethbly do ſome good, 
yet we cannot have praiſe of him when we co weH, nay we carry our 
Liberties and Lives in our hands, whzn we go about the belt Duties, 
We cannot meet together, to ſerve God as he hath commanded us, but 
we are in danyer of the loſs of eur Liberties, Livelihoods, nay and Lives 
alſo ; for many have caught their Deaths in Priſons of late. Therefore 
this pretence of (ome good, ts but a meer airy nocton, inltead of an Ar- 
oument. 
" 6, Andlaftly, The Apoſtle gives this for the reaſon why we are tobe 
ſubje& to Magittrates, and pay them Tribute, becanſe they cominually 
atrend upon this thing ; that is, doing juftice, and ſeeking onr g00d, 
verſ, 6, not hecauſe we recerve ſome good from them, as the pretenders 
aftirm ; bet becauſe they make ic their work, and continual endeavour 
to do us go0d; Aﬀidne 1ncumbentes, ſome 1ender it, but-I ſuppoſe it - 
might better be rendrec, fortiter inſlantes, the word denotes, vehemens 
perſeverance: : they put all their might and ſtrength ( conltantly ):t0- 
the performance of their Mry. Bur be that negl-Rs the greate(t part os 
his Duty, and is carelels in his Ofkce, or continually epprefling vs, 
though he may poſlrbly do ſome good, hath no right to ſubjettion-08 tri= 
bute from the People. ; IICET 

$o that you ſee plainly, what kind of Power God hath forbid us to re- 
fR, and what Rulers h: hath commanded us to be ſubjeR unts, 

A Power that is jult, rational, and profitable to us ; but an unjnit, 
arbitrary, tyrannical, or opprefhwe Power, he hath not commanded us 
to be {ſubje& unto, Rulers, Magiſtrates, that execute \Jultice, puniſh 
evil doers, praiſe them that do- well, and are Servants to us for good; 
we muſt needs be ſubje& unto. for Conſcience ſake ; but na command 
to ſubmit to Tyrants or Oppreſlors, ; 

The fam= anſwer is to be made to that in 1 Pet. 2, 13, 14, that 
though the Apolile commands us, to ſubmit to fuctr Covernours, as ate 
fent for the puniſhment of evil doers, ,andpraile of them that do well ; 
yet he doch nor command us toſubmic to ſuch as punulk us for doing. 


well, 


2x8 ) 
well, or oppreſs us. And ſo & are to anderſtand Ml other Scriptures, 
that ſpeak of obedience and ſubjzion to Magiſtrates, they mcan righ» 
teous Magiſtrates, not Oppreſiors, 

2, Alecond Argument to prove that we owe the Magiſtrate no paſ- 
five obedience, in calc of Tyranny or Oppiethon, but may lawfully ze- 
Galt him is this, 

That which ihe Law of Nature teachith all men to do, cannot be nnlaw- 


= — Nawre teacheth te reſiſt all that come to Oppreſs or Injure ut, a1 well 


the Ma i{trate as others : 

Therefore it Cannot be wn lawful , 

If a Magiftrate ſhould offer violence to any Womans chaſtity, and 
unteſs ſhe ſhould yceld her Body to hin, threaten to kill ber, will not 
Nature it ſzlt reach her to retitt him and detend her 1elf it ſhe can 2? 

If a Magiſtrate who ought to Protect me and my Relarions, will come 


to Murder my Wife and Children, doth not Nature coaunand me to. 


deſend them, and rehlt him ? 

Nature teacheth all creatures to refit injury, and def:nd th:m/(clves 
one way or oiher; and who would be (© childiſh as to afticmy thai Reaſon 
teacheth men to lay aſide Self-defence, and wer others wo deſtroy us, 
under a pretence of Authority 2 If we contult wich Reaion ic will ecl1 
us, that the wickedneſs of a Magiltrate in opprefſing us, who is our Ser- 
vant to protect us, is far greater than the wickednels of one private per- 
fons oppreſſiing another, 

3. We have ſeveral preſidents in Scripture of the Lords People, that 
have refiſted wicked and tyrannous Governowss. 
| Danidrefifted Saul, who ſought bis Life unyulily, 

I. He being Saxls Servant went away without his leave, yea con:12- 
ry to his will, x Saw. 19, 10, 

2, He aiſed an Army to defend himſelf, x Sew. 22. 2. If it be ſaid, 
etll:y came to him voluntarily; 1 anſwer, that is nothing to the purpoſe 
for within Sa«l; Kingdom, David headed an Army, contrary to the will 
of the.King. He became their Captain, the Text ſaith, 

3. Itis plain, that David made war in his own D:fnce : Becavſe 
the Spitic of God ſaics, Thiſe that came te, David, came to h m a4 beſpers 
of the War, 1 Chron. 12. 1, and werſ. 17. The Children of Benjamin and 
Judah came to belp hins, 

4. And the Spirit of God pronounceth a bleſſing on them that came 
to heip David againſt the Tyranny of Sawl, ver. 18, 

5. And God himlelf rook his part, He helped b1ws, verſe. 18. The Lord 
takes purt With the poor Innocent, when hey take up Aims in their 
own defence againlt Tyrants, Object, 
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Obje&t, But this wat an 2, Cafe, David wat anoiited tobe 
King to ſacceed Sant, and therefore he might uſe au extraordinary way to de- 
fend himſelf, which amth er might nor have done, 

Sol. Though Dewd. was. anointed to ſucceed Santi, yet he did not 
pretend thereby any preſent right to the Government, or that he was 
thereby authorized totake vp Armes againſt Saw/ ; but he juſtifies his 

raRile, by his wry 1 Chron, 12, 17, Hz had notdeſerved to 
gs (0 perſecuted by Saul, becauſe he had done no wrong, and what he did 
was in his own defence; which the Law of Nature taught him to do: | 
and thoſe thathelped him, came to him 2s 2n innocent oppreſſed man,, 
whoſe Life was ſought unjuſtly by a wicked Tyrant, x Chron, 12,2, 
they heard how Sav{ hunted after his Life, and made him hide himſelf, 
and therefore came to help him ; which I hall ſhew her:afrerc is no 
more than the Law of God requires the People to do, to deliver the In- 
nocent from the hand of the Oppreſlor. 

Another preſident we have, 1 Sam. 14. 44, and 45. verſes. 

When Sau{ would have pur foxarhan to death unjuſtly, the People 
reſiſted him both in word and deed, Seut had not onely ſaid but confirth= 
ed it with an Oath or a Curſe, that Jonathan ſonld ſurely dye, The Peo- 
ple ſay and ſwear the Contrary, As the Lord liveth, not one bair of his 
head ſhall fall to the ground. And they made good their word, . for: they re-- 
curd Tonat han that he died not. | 

So likewiſe Eliſha d:zfended himf-:1f againt King pry Tyranny,. 
2King: 6.32, The King ſwears hs would have Eliſha's head from © 
his ſhoulders b-fore night, ſends a Meſſenger to apprehend him, ard 
follows himſelf at the Mzſſengers feer, becauſe he would be ſure ro (ee 
it executed. Was Eliſhe bound 5 ſubmit to this unjuſt Sentence, and 
yeeld his neck to the Tyrant, who came to murder him, under the pre- 
tence of his Authority ? Eliſha underſtood himſelf betrer than ſo : See 
ze (ſayes he) how this ſon-of a Murderer hath ſent to take away my head, mY 
Look when the Meſſenger comes, (hut the dovy, and hotd bins faſt at the MN: O: 
door ; ts not the ſound of bis Maſter's feat behind bims ? Here was a vio- | 
lent refiſtance of the tyrannous Power cf the King, in his own defence, | 
The Seprnagent renders it w2raÞ>{nga7e 47% wo vinops, himintle | 
door, Ax for that pretence, E/:4 was a Prophet, an ry per- | 
ſon, it 1s n9t lawful foranother to do ſo, becauſe id ; 1t is | 
ſcarcely worth an anſwer. For Eliſka defended himſelf as a man, he 
precended nothing ex*raorginiry, but rehtted one that Came T6 murder 
him, which Natvre would have taught any man in the wortd' to do,! 

And indeed if there had 5e2n never an example of this niture in Scrip-" | 
ture, yer the very Light of Reafon were ſufficient to detezmine the 
cate. 
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caſe, Yea, the very Prelater, + other Advocates of Tyranny, are 
forced to confeſs, That in many caſes ic islawful, not only for the body 
of the People, or the leſſer part of them, but ſor particular perſons, to 
zehilt the King 

 Oby. But doth not the Apoſtle command Servants to be ſubjeft to evil Ma- 
fers as well as good, and to take it patienily when they ave buſſeted ſor doing 
well? 1 Pet,2,18.4ll it no: follow much more that we moſt be ſubjctt to evil 
Magiſtrates as well as good, and taks it patiently, when they puniſh us for 
det well ? 

Sal, 1. The ſcope of the place ſhews, the Apaſile doth not mean an ab- 
ſdlure or univerſal ſubj:tion, in all caſes whatioever, but in (maller 
injurics, which may be cafily born and put up (tor the ſake of peace and 
quietne(s) berter ſuffered than relifted. 

| If a Maſter be froward, croſs and crabbed, apt to revile his S:rvants, 

and give them evil langaage, they mult not revile again, or return the 
like language io their Maſters, which they receive trom them ; which is 
the Apoitles — as you may ſee by compamnnyg ver. 15. with 23. 

If a Maſter ſhould buffet his Servant, or ( as we commonly term it ) 
cuff him about the ears, & #oazp Equire, if being cuffed, The Apolile 
tells us what kind of injuries he means ; ſuch common injuries as may 
better be patiently ſuffered, than violently refilted. But ic would be 
a madneſs, to argue from his place, that it a Maſter thould offer to ra- 
viſh his Servant, or it the cryed out, to cut her throat, or come With a 
fword to kill his Servant, or with a club to knock his Servant down, 
that the Servant ought to be ſubjeR, and take it patiently, So that if 
we ſhould grant that there is the ſame reaſon why he People ſhould 
ſuffer injuries patiently from evil Magiſtrates, that there is for Ser- 
vants to ſuff:r patiently from evil Matters, ic would prove no more 
but this ; that we mult ſi.bmit to them in ſome imaller injuries, which 

_ we may put up without any great inconvenience ; but not that we 
ſhould ſuffer them to murder us, or our friends, to lay us up in hl:hy 
Dungeons till we are poiſoned and ſtifled vp with the fink of them, 
or to beggar our Wives and Children to ſatishe their lufts, 

2, But indged there is no (ſuch reaſon, why the People ſhould ſuff-r 
injuries from Magiſtrates, without refifting, as why Servants 
ſhould fi Maſters ; and therefore the O>je&tion is of no force, 

For, 

x. GCodhath commanded Servants to ſiRer lefler injuries patiently 

from their M fiers; but he hath not commanded the People to ſuffer 

ſuch things from che Magittrare, 


2, The Magiltiate is no: the Peoples Maiter, but ( as I have proved 
detore 
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b-fore) their Servant : and therefore, this place prover rather the c6n= 
rrary, Thatif the People, whore in rruch and. reality che Magiſtrace's 
Miſter, thould offer any lefſer injury to the Magiſtrate who-is their Sef« 
v1nc, h: ought to ſuffer1t patiently at their hands, So that alwayes the 
very weapons which the Kings-men fight wichal, wound themielves. 
Alas, p20t men, they grope at noon-day, and ſtumble ar the light, cher: 
own Arguments fab their cauſe to the heatr, Yea, truly 1 would de- 
fire no more to prove the lawfulneſs of refiſting a tyrannous ard op- 
pr effing Magiſtrate, thm what they urge againtt ir, 


OSj. But doth not Chriſt fervid. us to refit evid ? Mat 25.39. 
Sol. This place forbids ns no mote to refit 2 wicked Magiſtrate, than 


any other wicked man. For there is not a Word peculiar to the Magi- 
{rare in this command, But ſuppoſe it were appropriate to the Magi- 
ſtrare, it would prove no more than this, that we are to put up ſome 
I:(1:r injuries, as that other place requires Servants to do from their 
M 1t:zrs, and-not rewrneviiforevii;c Which is evident 46 be our $e- 
v1i0.r's meaning, V 

1, By the occalion of theſe words, Te have heard it hath been ſaid, 
An eye for an eye, and a tooth for g toub, That 1s, It hath been common 
ly judged lawful among you, to Tevenge your (elves, and do to others 
what evil they have done unto you : but I forbid this, ſayes Chriſt; ir 
1s an evil thing ſo to do, you ſhall not render evil for emil, And indeed 
it is no More thin Reaſon it ſelf diftates: fgr though Reaſon teach us 
to detzn | our ſelves, and not (ſuffer otters to beat out our eyes or teeth, 
if ws can kinderic; yet if a man Hould take an advantage, and bear 
out my eye or tooth, before I were aware, it were not rational for me 
to fall upon him and return the ſame, but right my ſelf in a wiſer man- 
n<r. | 
2. And the particular caſes Chriſt mentions, ſhew he means leſſer — 
injuries, If one (mate thee on the check, ramiin, Eraſmus, Hemfins, 
Sulternr, and other learned men ( as Leigh obſerves ) underſtand ir, 
of (hiking, not with the filt, but the palm of the hand, a box of the 
ear, Aud our Tranſlators render the word, ſaniting with the palns of the 
hard, Math.26.27, 

Another injury Chriſt would not have us to reſiſt With violence, is, 
Iſa man take away cur coat, or compel us to go a mile with him, he 
m2ans, that we (hould rather put up ſmall injunes, thereby ro win 
men to the Goſpel, than by contending with them, or rendring evil 
for evil, lute the opportunity of gaining them to GoZ. . 
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But if -yow would underſtand the words, Refift nat Evil, to forbi 
all Refiftance of Evil, it were impollible for the World to ſubfilt : 
Forif we may not reſiſt thoſe who come to murder us, rob us, burn 
houſes, raviſh wotnen, carry away our children for flaves, and do 
ſuch like intolerable evils, we muſt go out of the World, for there 
is no living here, 

I conclude therefore, that this place doth not forbid a private per- 
ſon, to refilt any great and upſufferable Evil, which may be offered 
to the, Life, Liberty or Eſtate, of himſelf or others ; much leſs doth 
it forbid the People to reſiſt a Oruel and Tyrannous Governour, who 
by his Office is bound to protect them, and yet moſt perfidiouſly and 
rliterouſly, doth oppreſs them, murdering ſome, impriſoning otheis, 
for doing well, impoveriſhivg and enſlaving all. 
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